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- -INTRODUCTION. 



. X HE knowledge of the lives and char* 
aAers of fuch as have been eminent for piety and 
ufefulnefs, can hardly fail of being inllrutStivc 
and edifying. We trace, in tliem, the f ootfteps 
of divine power and providence in preparing 
them for fervice in the kingdom of Chrift, and 
to be bleflings to the world. And the examples 
we have, in them, of the manner aad fevcral 
fteps by whic]i^vT?«y atiajiicd*' thrQijgh the bkff- 
ing of God, to enimeTrce in knay^leiig^-jind piety, 
are greatly fitted id jin2jpit9 c^ndi^ minds with a 
dcfire to imitate thf,j3a. '"-'»: ^ , 

In thefc views, tKe mfemoifsCoTfew lives have 
been prefented to the public, which may be ex- 
pe£led to be more entertaining and ufeful, than 
thofe of the late Rev, Dr. Samuel Hopkins. 
Thefe, the reader will find contained in " Sketch- 
es" written by the Do£lor himfelf ; which^ were 
compofed and arranged in a late period of his 
life. The former part was written before the 
attack of that paralytic diforder, which, finally, 
occafioncd his death : the latter, after it. By 
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Vf INTRODUCTION, 

the laft it appears, that howevet hid. tiervous 
fyftem and bodily organs had been affe£ted by 
the fhock, his mental powers remained entire ; 
being fcarcely at all impaired, either by age,>)r 
by a diforder, which ufually debilitates the min^l 
as well as the body. The manner in which the 
foUowi^ {ketches- 9P^ writteii, and the unaf- 
fected fimpUciiy in whitih 1^^ appesf, cannot 
(ail of engaging the aidlention and eftecm oB ^ 
pie^fi and judicious teadei^ir 

With a itainrf tiztv^itlly elear aiad difcermngi 
lie appeared, in early life, to ha\re fidt the poi^er 
cif divine truth) and to have imbi]^^«th6 fentiments 
and fpirit .flf. diritf JmTuJ^^^ / il4y\fi>decp wcrtt 
the impreS&^Vtti&d^, by^e jK^ver aiid fpirit'of 
God, onlhiis conCdenipe^'ifntl'^tt hi^ heart, that 
he was foon brougRfto a*.Ti|u:x^ f<$ttied determine 
ation of mind.tpi$?v8te*.»6iliacl£l-his powers — 
his all— his life? to '^e'fervice ©f Ghriftv The 
vrork of the gofpel mimftry being more congen- 
ial with the feeliiig^s of his heart thail any othet 
employment in life, he early, on Icaring eollegei 
engaged in a courfe of ftudy with a vie\t of be- 
ing qualified for*it. As this was the work fof 
which his heart thirfted, he judged tihat, in this, 
he might be moft ufeful. ITie deep* and folemti* 
fenfe he had of its importance, aftd the victrs 
and fcntimcntt with which he entered upon it, 
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INTRODUCTION. y 

maybe fccn in fome of the extraEis from his pri^ 
vate diary infcrtcd in marginal notes. 

As his mind was peculiarly formed for fludy 
and improvement, he was favored with a bodily 
conftitution capable of enduring greater an4 
more conflant application, than mod others. 
Few men have fpenfe more hours in ftudy and 
intenfe application, than Do6l:or Hopkins : And 
few have made fuch advances and improvemants 
in knowledge. His ftudies were more confined 
to divinity, than thofe of moft men of his genius 
and application. This was the fubjeft, which 
was ever neard(l;' his Jieart — ^In this was his great 
delight. Andvl^e ^^oomsfiqa, pipjiciency he 
made in the knovyledge, of divinetVuth, and the 
exteniive acquaintaho^ )%^ g^ied with the doc- 
trines of the cjiriftiaa-rfligi'on, have enabled him 
greatly to beneife-'msfisikintiby.hia publications. 

He pofleflcd an unufual talent of opening and 

explaining the holy fcriptures — To him their 

doftrines and inftrudions feemed familiar. His 

mind appeared readily to enter into tlie fpirit, and 

comprehend the meaning of paiTages, which, to 

^hers were obfcure. And, though he did not 

gled: confulting expoiitors and commentators, 

ith whofe works he was well acquainted, hjs 

icommon difcernment of the fenfe and impor 

A % 
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tl HrrKODUCTIOli. 

of the facred writings, feemed to arifei latfaer 
from a peculiar reliih of divine tfutfa, than from 
any affiftance he derived from others — ^Hc ap- 
peared to be an example of die truth of our 
Saviour's words, " if thine eye be fin^c, thy 
whole body Ihall be full of light." 

The natural ftrength and powers of mind ht 
pojffefled — his great application — and the clear 
and comprehenfive view he had of the do^iaet 
of divine revelation, very evidently appear in his 
various publications ^ but more efpecially, in 
that S^em of divinity j contained in two volume 
with which the pubUc^h^ •kUjeif.beea favored. 
This v9\\\.x%vn%itL'^\i^^^ of unco]|i*> 

mon ability: ^^ti(>pMcat)on,.a^ well as extenfive 
knowledge andr'j^^ty.* ;^V^lidre can the reader 
find the doftrinfes* df tfecffif «4 liters fo clearly 
drawn out to.'riey^yl&^jljftl^ -aftanged, and fo 
fully and uhanfwerably vindicated as in this : — 
Nor is there, probably, any other human com* 
pofition extant, from which fe good an under- 
ftanding m^y be obtained of i^ gofpel-plan of 
falvation by Chrift— the temia on which this fal- 
vation maybe had — and, the temper and charac- 
ter neceffarytothe enjoyment of it. Here the rea- 
der finds thofe dodrincs, which arc generally 
n>oft unwelcome to the human heart — ^fuch as 
thofe, of the total moral depravity of human 
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Datttre«^-4hc abfohite decrees of God-^particolar 
efedian-^univerfal dinne proridence and agency 
-^and the diftmguiihii^ do£lrines of gract^ aU 
Heated with great perfpicuity and cleatnefs 5 
and^ fupported by a ftrengh of argument, both 
&0&1 reafon and the holy fcriptures, which, it 
is thou^t, will forever exceed the ability of 
cppo&rs to anfwer or orerthrow. No human 
compofition, it is apprehended, can be read with 
greater profit, by ftudents in divinity, than thefe 
volttmes. From thefe may be obtained a better 
and Toxstt extenfive acquaintance with the doc* 
trines of divine revelation, than from many of 
the more voluminous writings of ancient, though 
refpe£table divines. 

To DoAor Hopkins are we indebted for a 
better underAanding of the defign and end of 
what«are generally ternfed the means ofgracey and 
their ufe and application as they refp^El impenitent^ 
unconverted Jinners^ than was before had. His 
difceming mind, in the early part of his public 
oiniftry, difcovered a manifefl inconfiftcncy in 
the exhortations and SreBions given to unbelievers 
by eminent divines, with the doBrinesthtj public- 
ly taught and ftrenuouily maintained. Though 
the dodrine of the total moral depravity and 
corruption of the human heart was clearly 
tftog^ and fbrcUdy urged by Cahnaiftlc divines -, 
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tin INTRODUCTION. 

andj clear evidence produced from the holy 
fcriptureSj that all the exercifes of the natural 
heart — all the doings and fervices of unregene- 
rate finners^ were, not only unacceptable, but 
hateful in the fight of Grod ; yet to fuch doings 
and fervices did the unregenerate find themfelves 
exhorted and urged ; and this as the appointed 
Way to obtain the favor of God and converting 
grace. Though the do^rines were juft and 
fcriptural, the exhortations naturally operated, 
rather againft, than in favor of the finner's fen- 
fibk conviaion of their truth. ^ By attending to 
the Dof^or's writings on this important fubje£i:, 
it foon became obvious, that, as the holy fcrip- 
tures require the immediate exercife of godly 
forrow and repentance, finners of no defcription 
are ever to be exhorted to any other doings, or 
fuppofed duties, than fuch as imply love to God 
and holincfs. 

No uninfpired divine, before Dodor Hopkins, 
had ever fet this fubjed in a proper and fcriptural 
light. And the benefit derived to the chriftian 
caufe, from his ^writings on this interefting and 
important fubje^^ is fufiicicnt to compenfate the 
iludy and labors of a whole life. 

On account of his publications relative to thi« 
fubjef^, he was the obje£t of much obloquy aa4 
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wprdachv Thefe he boYe with* great patience 
^d me&hiek v ftfppotted by a; full conviiftion^ 
ft«t it TK^as ifii the <^aufe of truth he foffc^ed j and^ 
67 22 lidf]^ a»i<i< &^m p€f{\k^on^ that the fenti^ 
ififdJH!^ fee had ddvknce* #^«¥e tf tily evamgeiicat^ 
wbt^ gafk! gt6Dtitd iiXii^h^coitit prevalent among 
ffic' frtettds of ti^di and vital piety, aiid be bleflcd 
i&&ie benefit of the oaufe of <ilMfiftianity iiig^nu 
tM.' Aricf,^ thi^^h (tie goddnefo o£ God,^ ha 
Ms pt'dWvsd 1^ 1^^ tc^fee the fentimeiltd he had 
advanced on this hhjlt&kvcotkfkembtk vrith odiar 
kiportattit doftAfieS^ of diviiW revelation', obtain 
greater fpread andf prevali^ni^ t&an he had^ 
probably, CYtt ^xpedled MhU^ld liave bee» kk 
hhdstf. 

By pcfople df piety arid di&ettinlfent- t)6Gt0i^ 
Hopkins- v^zt cftidefticd 6he of tlie bcft of pteae^ 
crs. Tfhotigh' his- pttblM* difcourfes were- left 
adapted to the paffigns, than thofe of many 
odicrsj thtey were unttfii^ly f ull cf matter and 
tf^dellettf inAruttion^ fitted^ to reach the colli- 
fcieiidcf, ind the hear«f, mi uo feed aftd nourilte 
xffce V&Hts of truA ah<]^ vital reHgiori* A^dliigV 
thofe abfirtife reafenings, which ceni rattHer t6 
cOfifottnd, tfean tb Jnlirua the hearer, his fer-^ 
afloni \trercf cleair, peripitiUo^iij sfctirf lcrij>turaf:- 
Vcvr, who paid' any tdJeraBle attertticWi, c^tt 
found' difficulty b trndctft^dSngf hirti. Htf 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

neither concealed, nor difguifed what he viwed 
as truth, however unpalatable, through fear of 
its being unpopular. However ungrateful the 
ientiments he delivered might be to fome, he ever 
meant to be underftood. And fo peculiarly 
fitted were his public difcourfes to carry convic- 
tion, that fuch as were not altogether friendly to 
dodirines he often taught, were yet at a lofs, when 
they heard him, to find any place for obje£kion. 
He dwelt much on experimental reUgion, and 
was eminently an evangelical preacher. Few 
men equalled him in that air of folemnity and 
gravity, in the pulpit, which rarely fails of en- 
gaging the attention of an audience. And, as 
his delivery was far from being unanimated, his 
manner was fuch as gave reafon to fuppofe he 
felt what he fpoke. He, accordingly, exceeded 
mod others in folemnizing his hearers and coni« 
manding attention, wherever he preached. 

As he obferves in the Iketches of his life, he 
was never favored with any general awakening 
and attention to religion among the people of his 
own immediate charge. This, as the reader will 
find, he confiders as an argument againft the fin* 
cerity of his chriftian profeffion. But when we, 
reflet, that there is no divine promife, that the 
iiiccefs of minifterial labors among a people, fhali 
be in proportion to the wifdom and fidelity with 
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Dtrhich they are difcharged ; this ought to be con* 
fidered as an obje£tion of little weight againft his 
piety and faithfulnefs. To eftimate the charac- 
ter and fidelity of a gofpel preacher by the num* 
ber of converfions, which are efFeded under his 
immediate miniftrations, would go near to re- 
proach the great Saviour himfelf* But few^ 
comparatively, were brought to the love of the 
truth under the miniftrations of Chrift on earths- 
He was then, as has been the cafe ever fince^ 
generally defpifed and reje£l:ed of men. And 
though it be a great mercy, and a very rich blefl^ 
ing — meriting eternal thankf ulnefs and praife, to 
be made inftrumentalofconverfions amongftthe 
people to whom we preach, it is yet to be re- 
membered, the glorious God ever fhows himfelf 
%fovereign in the beftowment of faving, convert- 
ing grace. Though Paul plant, and Apolks 
-water, it is God who gives the increafe. 

Weaker means and inftruments are, many 
times, peculiarly owned, and blefled to the fal- 
yadon of finners \ while fuch at, to human view^ 
9re more able, feem left to complain, we have 
labored ia vain. Things are wifely ordered to 
minifter univerfal convi&ion, that the power is 
all of God. 

Do^or Hopkins feems to have been raifed up, 
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kk inrine ptmidcncc^ rather fcf mpi^^fSfifi 
light, conafoFtf aivl jsdificftti<m to c^iflisi^s 
a|)entQg, cxplaioiog ^d enforcing the true 4oo 
tiines of the gofpid of Qurift, and beniefiting thp 
chuixjx at lug^ m^ mmk^ by hi^ viftru^lons .9 
than for gatherinj^ new fu^je^a ku^ the family 
;md .kii3^don» of <pk>d. And, in thele refpe&i^ 
he (honeas a ftar of ]^ £irft magnitjade j though 
be was not nritboiit|^|)i^ipi;M^ oflm Pfm* 
iftry. 

The lurincipal fieatureaof the Do^lor'a charac* 
ter appear in his pjulijicatioQS, a^d i^oitJkefxJjes 
of his life, which are now offered ,to public view. 
There are jDthera, howey^r, whi^ ix is defirahlc 
fliottld be Joiown* 

Honored as I was vw.i^ Jbis friendihip, I n;iaj 
be liable to prejudif^.: S.Ut, on long aa4 .intimate 
acquaintance, it has appeared to me, that he 
poficffed a candor ^ mind which is rarely to be 
found. Men of the iirft abilities and. acquire* 
nients, like others, are apt to he tenacious f^ 
opinions they haveonte imbibed. Having U^mr 
ed them, as they apprehend, on mature.thought 
<uid deliberation, ihey foon become poflefled of 
a prejudice unfavorable to light land evidejice, 
which might corre£t them. Rare it was, that 
any one was capable of detecting an error in Jtlie 
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INTRODUCTION. XIU 

fentimcnts of no£!or Hopkins on moral and re- 
ligious fubje£{s. But he was remarkably open 
to conviftion, whenever evidence was exhibited 
bf the incorrefltncfs of any of his opinions. 
Truth appeared to be fo much the objeA of his 
learch, that he difcovered an unufual readinefs 
to admit it, from whatever quarter it came j 
and that even though he might find error in him^ 
fclf dete£ted by it* Did we, all, fearch the 
fcriptures without any prepofTeiEon or prejudice, 
We (hould undoubtedly imbibe truth without 
error. 

As might be expefied with fuch candor of 
inmd, his manner, in verbal difpute, was unu- 
fually mild, fair, and moderate. Far from bc- 
mg overbearing,, he ever gave every juft advant- 
age to his opponent ; patiently hearing whatever 
he advanced in favor of his opinions, and giving 
him full opportunity to vindicate them by every 
argument he thought favorable. And ;is the 
tioQtor hkd a happy talent of expreffing his own 
arguments with peculiar perfpicuity ; by thefe 
means he often convinced and gained over his op- 
pofers \ when, had his manner been auftere and 
ovcibcaring, however conclufive his argumentsj 
the oppofite party would have remained unconi 
tinced and received no benefit. 
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He had a mind peculiarly formed for friend-* 
fliJp ;and appeared to be indeed the faithful 
friend. No one entered into greater nearne& 
;<ind intimacy of chrittian friendfhip, or gave, or 
feemed to enjoy greater pleafure in the fociety 
and friendfliip of chriflians. And his unaffe£led 
eafe and opennefs, together with the inftruftivc- 
nefs of his converfation were fuch, as made Kis 
company greatly fought, and his friendfhip high* 
ly valued by the Idvers of religion and truth. 

tic never appeared defirous of enridimg him-* 
felf and laying up treafures on earth. . As he 
poiTefled but a moderate portion of worldly fub- 
llance, he never fought opportunities to enlarge 
it. Having but little, he was content with little. 
The congregation, to which he miniftcred in 
Newport was ftnall : and though he was highly 
cfteemed by the people of his charge, he yet re- 
ceived but. a fcanty fupport from them. What 
he ftatedly received was in weekly contributidns : 
but, though content with moderate living, this 
was infufficient without affiftance from other 
quartets. 

Confideringhis worUly circumftances and the 
fcantinefs of his means, he was uncommonly 
liberal — He took pleafure in miniftering to the 
relief of the neccffitous. Many ftriking ia- 
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ftances of this, though condufted with fecrecy 
and unafib£^ed modefty, will be remembered by 
thofe, who experienced his liberality. ' He uni- 
formly contributed, on quarterly meetings for 
prayer j and, on one of thofe occafibns, an 
hundred dollars, which he appropriated to the 
promotion of the gofpel among the African&l 
This was, probably, out of the money he unex- 
peftcdly received for the copy-right of his •* Syf- 
tem,*^ which he mentions in the flcetches of hi? 
life. Without this, it cannot well be fuppofed, 
he would have had it in his power to fnake fo 
large and generous a donation. To have the 
gofpel preached in Africa, and the knowledge of 
divine truth diffufed there, was an obje£b, in his 
view, of very great importance — His mind and 
his heart were much upon it. The convidion 
he had of the wickednefs of enflaving our fellpw 
men, and of the injuries we had done to the 
tiations of that continent, imprefled him with 
a fenfe of peculiar obligation on us, to contri* 
bute, as far as in our power, to the promotion 
of their Ipiritual good. This, he confidered, as 
thebeft compenfation we are capable of making 
for our flagrant abufes of them, and the very 
great injufticc we have done them. Nor can we 
exhibit proper evidence of genuine repentance 
toward God, for the wickednefs of which we 
have been guilty in enflaving the iiegroes, with- 
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XVI INTjlODtrCTION. 

out mucli exertion to bring that unhappy people 
to the knowledge and acknowledgemeot of the 
truth a$ it Is in JeCujs. 

Doftor Hopkins had great command of hisnat- 
wral temper — Unkind ^treatment from others, hs 
bore with great patience and meeknefs. The re- 
quifite qualification of abiflic^p, that he be notfmt 
angry^ he poflefled, P^onate anger waa raisely 
fifible in him — No inftance of it had bcea ob» 
fcrved, for many years before his death. Though 
far from being unfeeling, he appejared calm and 
ferene under af9i£t:ions, many of which, he ex^ 
perienced by deaths in hk^ own family, and b]r 
the lofs of other near and dear friejads. That 
they were all in the hand of Chrift, foemed to 
be the principal fupport andcomfoxt of his heait4 

His " Treatife'* on Ae Millemiium, at thedofc 
of the ;,« Syftera. of dofilrines" which he pub* 
Klhcd fome few years before his death, difcovers^ 
not only his firm belief and joyful hope of the 
coming and approach, of that happy period ; but, 
his careful ftudy and great application to the 
prophetic writings, and comprehcnfive view and 
underftanding of the general fcheme of fcripture 
prophecy. He has fixed the commencement of 
this happy ftate at the lame period with other the 
mofl noted and judicious writer* on the fubjeil. 
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INTRODUCTION. XV« 

At the clofe of the treatife, he gives hU opinion 
what events^ according to fcripture prophecy, may 
be expe£ted to take place, before the commence- 
ment of the happy, peaceful (late of the church 
upon earth. How far the opinion he has given ' 
on this fubje£t is authori&d and fupported by 
fcripture authority, every reader will judge for 
himfelf. It will be recoUedied that this was 
publiihed, A. D. 17931 and n^uft, .of cour£e:, 
have been written and prepared fometime before. 
That feries of mighty revolutions and remarka- 
ble events, more particularly in Europe, which 
hav^' fince, afloniflied the world, had thc^i 
icarcely commenced. But no attentive reader, 
who. carefully reviews that fcene of events, and 
evils of various kinds, which have taken place 
fince that period, can help obferving a flriking 
coincidence of tlie fubfequent events with the 
predi£tions. So . vifible a correfpondence of 
events, and thofe of various an AJ^Jj^it kinds, 
with what the DoiSor has confidered and fore- 
told as likely to take place previoully to the Mil- 
lennium, and preparatory to it, would almoft 
lead fome to think that he was endued with a 
prophetic fpirit. So far from this however, that 
be himfelf confidered all pretences, of this kind 
at the prefent day, by whomever made, as 
wholly without foundation, and a mark and evi- 
dence of great delufion. 
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But thcmamfcft agreement of ^enh, tnma* 
ny refpcas, wtA what he has pfedided as Kkelf 
to take placej may reafeaaUy be ocmfidefied as 
fome degree of evidence, that he puts a juft -coft- 
ftrudiion on thofe prophetic Mrtkings, m ^htch 
Ke fuppofes thefe trents to be forettM: And, 
may rather ferve to ftrengthen, not only out te- 
Eef in prophecy in general, hut our 4sxpedatioii 
of a fttcceffire train of evils and judgments b^ 
fore us. In this laevof the matter, we may bo 
excited to greater prayerfulnefs and vigilance— t^ 
watch, and keep our garments, feft when our 
Lord Cometh,, we be -found naked >— It being 
one obvious defign of the great Head of die 
church, in forewarning his people of the dangers 
before them, and the evils he is about to bring on 
them and on the world, to excite them to expeft 
and be prepared for them ; that when they a£iual« 
]y come, dMKj|y g^^ ^^^ faint, nor their faith f ul« 

The intereft, which is felt in the fives d fuch 
as have been eminent for piety and ufefuineG^ 
naturally excites a defire to know fometfaing of 
the manner in which they finiSied thw courfe^ 
and the charafter and appearance they exhdiited 
at the clofing fcene. In this vic'iv the following 
extra£i from a letter, written by a judicious 
friend in Newport, who was mudi wiA him in 
the laft fccnes of his life, may be gratifying to 
many. 
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* Laft May, ^that I9, May, 1603,3 *c Dbc- 
«< tor had a wry few«>e fever, by vrhick fie wai 
* brought to the ^or of dcaA ^ yet woo?ci«d 
** fo far as to preach in July, vmd confisued to 
^ preach until a young man, whom he fent for; 
<^ came to affift him, who was here ft>«r Sab- 
*« baths, and then left us — The Doftor then, 
*^ though with difficulty, preached^lb Sabbalhs, 
^ the feft of which was the i^h of Qfldber. 
'« He faid, when he got home, that now he had 
•* done — ^he could preach no morel though he 
*« was not fick, only feeble, and much fatigued 
•^.^histe^t, iPctcr, v,«. He flept cotoforta- 
•»bly, that night; but, Jn the morning, feeined 
'< to be poorly ; and, after breakfaft, lay down 
*^ about two hours and flept, then waked, told 
<^ me he was almoft gone, and in a few minutes 
« jrcnt into a ftnmg convulfion fit, which was 
<( ^bought to be apoplectic, and had all the ap« 
« pearance of death. But, by the blefling of 
«« God on the exertions, which were made, he 
^ was brought to his (enfes before night. Soon 
^ after he was feiaed- wkh a Tiolent dyfcntcry, 
•« which reduced him very low indeed : Yet he 
« recotered ib far ^ to fit up in the eafy-chair 
^ two or three houjrs in a day ; but never had 
« any appetite for food— ^nd, for the whole 
«« nine weeks which he Hved, hafrdly took «a 
«< ounce tS folid foodv 

Digitized byA^OOQlC 



XX WTHODUCTION. 

. ^ I eftcemed it a peculiar favor that the Doc^ 
(( tor was fpared^ though in fuch a ftate of wealfr- 
« nefs, that he had an opportunity of converfing 
<< but a little with his friends, to exhibit a moft 
^ ftriking example of patience and fubmiifion to 
f^ the divine will. 

<< He poipfed an imiaterrupted peace ; and 
« though he could fay but little, through hi$ great 
<< inward weaknefs, yet he feemed to dwell in 
" the cleareft views of divine truth* The glory, 
« which would arife to God, in the falvation of 
« finncrs, filled his foul with ineffable joy. He 
^ had not one anxious thought about death*— rch 
<< joiced that he was in the hand of Chrift, and 
<^ wholly at his difpofal. He thoi^ght much 
« on thofe words " tie ghry that Jbould follow /" 
«< — ^Said he fometimes had the joy of faith. He 
<< was greatly refrcflied to fee the, wonderful 
« work of God, in the congregation, under the 
'^rpreachingof the man, whom he introduced; 
« and, gave his approbation and blcffing to thofe, 
" who joined the church at this tim^— ". 

<< He fenfibly declined for better than two 
.^ weeks ; and, for more than two days, his 
<< bodily diftrefs was beyond defcription. He 
« felt himfelf going, and faid he was willing. 
^< His rcafon was perfect to the l«|ft» and his pa- 
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« tince, i& kiB agdnies, aftoiif&mg; Aftor t 
^mety diftieffing torn me, iaofi inm down in hit 
<* ked—^ . Uracil eaficr ; and wfazle anumbor 
»<of us were ihting rottsid Ihim, lieJweatbdd iik 
(^JBifik wJrdioai£« .i^h 'CO' a gpoftii-*-Tnar iOtMiU 'Wie 
« tclllbe ustomentdB which be went I" 

Ulus 4l]ed tliis excellent jna% wlio itas been 
ibgneat n ^leffiag, and "wdiare praife iB in tbe 
churches. Mark the perfeBi imn^ m^ hib^ld tii 
upright : jfbt the end of that man is peace. Though 
his perfonal labors on earth are at an end, their 
happy and beneficial effeds (till remain, and are 
and will be thankfully enjoyed and rejoiced in hf 
many. Though he is gone, the excelletit wri« 
tings he jias left behind him, are ftill read with 
pleafure and profit ; and generations yet to come, 
we truft, will receiTC benefit and inftrudion 
from them. 

That the following "fketchcs'* of the life of 
the late Dodor Hopkins may be entertaining, 
ioftruflive and ufeful — ^That they may excite 
thankful acknowledgements to God for his great 
mercy in raifing up fo eminently faithful a fervant, 
fo long prefcrving his valuable life, and ftrength- 
ening him to go through fuch a feries of ufeful 
labors — That they may awaken the friends of 
Chrift to eameft and conftant prayerfulnefs, that 
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ji double portion of the excellent fpirit^ which 
appeared to.be in hinii might deCcend and reft 
on his brethren in the miniftryy whom he has 
left behind — And efpecially, that they may be 
the means of quickening miniilers of the gofpel 
to application, to duty and to faithfulnefs, and 
to more conftant, earned prayerfulnefs to God 
— That thcfe may be the happy cfk&s of thfe 
publication of the following <« life/' is the defire 
and prayer of the 

EDITOR. 



i I 



)i 
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LIFE OF 
SAMUEL HOPKINS, D-D, 



SOME brief jketches ^ my pajl lifiy 'which I am 
indueed to recolU^^ and commit to writing. Jar 
my own benefit, and for the gratification, andf 
perhaps, advantage of thofe of my particular 
friends, and relatives, who fball furvive me } 
being now in the feventy-fifth year of my age, 

1 "Was born at Waterbury in Connefki- 
cut, oh the Lord's day, September 17, 172 1, 
My parents were profcfTors of tcligfon 5 and I 
defcended from chriftian anceftors, both by my 
father and my mother, as far back as I have been 
able to trace my defcent. I conclude I and my an- 
ceftors defcended from thofe czMcdJPuritans in the 
days of queen Elizabeth, above two hundred yeart 
ago, arid have continued to bear that denomtna- 
ticTft, fince, and were the firft fettlers of New- 
Ingland, This I have -confidcred to be the moft 
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honourable and happy defcent, to fpring front 
anceftors> who have been profeflbrs of religion, 
without interruption during the courfe of two 
hundred years, and more : and many of them, if 
not all real chriftians. And I have confidered it 
as a ^our thalf i was born on the fabbath, and 
was perhaps publicly dedicated to Chrift by bap* 
tifm on the day in which I was bom \ and if 
Hot^ certainly foon after. 

As foon as I was capable of uhderftanding, 
find attending to it, I was told that my father^ 
wheh he was informed that he had a fon bom to 
him, faid, if the child Ihould live, he would 
give him a public education, that he might be a 
minifter ot a fabbath-day-man, alluding to my 
being bom on the fabbath. 

I was the firft child of my parents that lived; 
They had one before, which was not alive when 
i)orn, or died as ibon as bom. My mother wni 
twenty yeara old when I was born> and m^ 
father thirty. 

I have confidered it aa a ^reat favour of God, 
that I was bom and educated in a religious fanv- 
ily^ and among a people, in a country town, 
where a regard to religion and morality wa4 
common and prevalent; and the educ^oa of 
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children and youth was generally pra£iifed ia 
fuch a degree that young people were generally 
orderly in their behaviour, and abftaincd from 
thofe open vices, which were then too common 
in feaport and populous places. I do not recol- 
left that I ever heard a profane word from the 
children and youth, with whom I was conver- 
fant, while I lived with my parents, which was' 
till I was in my fifteenth year. 

I from my youth was hot volatile and wild, 
but rather of a fober and ileady make, and was 
not guilty of external irregularities, fuch as dif- 
obedience to parents, profanation of the fabbath, 
lying, foolifh jetting, quarrelling, paflion and 
anger, or rafli and profane words ; and was dif- 
pofed to be diligent and faithful in whatever bu- 
Cnefs I was employed 5 fo that as I advanced in 
age, I gained the notice, efteem and refpe£l: of 
the neighbourhood. I was, in general, greatly 
carelefs about all invifible things ; but was often 
plotting for fomething, which then appeared to 
ttie good and great in this life ; and often indul- 
ged and pleafed myfelf with vain and foolllh 
imaginations of what I fliould be and do in this 
world. And fometimes, though rarely, had 
fome fcrious thoughts of God, and about my 
a f utflre world o£ happinefs and mifery* 
ice had a dream of the future judgment' 

G 
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in fomc me^ftirc agreeable to tite reprcfcntatioii 
made of it by Chrift himfelf in the xxvth chapter 
of Matthew. I dreamed that I and a brother of 
mine, who wa« about two years younger than 
me, were fentenccd to everlafting mifcry, and 
driven down to hell, with the reft of the wicked. 
This greatly imf^reffed my mind, for a long time 
after. And the impreffion then made has noc 
wholly worn off to this day. 

As my father was ^ farmer, 1 was employed 
in labouring on the farm, with which bufinefs I 
was pkafed, and made proficiency in it* I was 
frequently told, and often thought of the decla* 
ration of my father on the day on which I was 
bom, that he would bring nte up to college^ as the 
phrafe then was for a public education. But I 
felt no particular inclination to this ; but was 
rather inclined to labour on a farm : But what 
always turned my mind againft going to college, 
* was the years of abfence from my parents and 
their family, which were involved in it. Such 
'abfence was intolerable to my childifh mind, and 
was fufficient to fupprefs the thought of going 
to learning. 

But in the winter after I was fourteen years old^ 
I retired mijch to a chamber in my father's houfe, 
and fpent co^derribdc time ia reading, efpecialiy ^ 
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reading the bUxIe ; and began to feel more inclina^ 
tion to learning, and lefs to working on a farm ; a8 
our farming bufinefs did not go on fo well as it had 
done, by reafonof fomc particular circumftanccs 
which had taken {iace. When my father per- 
ceived this, he told me, if I was inclined to go 
to learning, he would put me to a place where 
I might he fitted for the college. To which i: 
readily confented. Accordingly, I was put 
luuier the care and tuition of the Rev. John^ 
Graham of Woodbury, which joined Weft or 
Watcrbury, his mecting-houfe being about ten 
miles from my father's houfe. Here I fitted for 
college, with a number of others ; and was ex- 
amined and admitted a member of college in 
September 1737, being fixteen years old on the 
feventeenth day of that month. 

While a member of the college, I believe, I 
had the charadler of a fober, ftudious youth, 
and of a better fcholar than the bigger half of 
the members of that fociety ; and had the ap- 
probation of the governours of tlxe college. I 
avoided the intimacy and the company of the 
openly vicious ; and indeed kept but little com-.^ 
pany; Ifeing attentive to my ftudies. In tlie 
eighteenth or nineteenth year of ray age, I can- 
not now certainly determine which, J made a* 
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profeflion of religion, and joined the church to 
which my parents belonged in Waterbury. I 
was ferious, and was thought to be a pious youths 
and' I had this thought and hope of myfelf. I 
was conftant in reading the biblcj and in attend- 
ing on public and f«cret relfgion. And fome- 
times at night, in my retirement and devotioHi 
when J thought of confeiling the fins I had been 
guilty of that day, and aiking pardon, I could 
not recolle£l that I had committed one fin that 
day. Thus ignorant was I of my own heart, and 
of the fpirituality, ftri£tnefs and extent of the di- 
vine law ! ! In this time I was at home, in a 
vacancy at college ; and feveral men, who were 
grofs Arminians, entered into a difpute with me 
about do£l:rines and religion. I was in theory a 
Calvinift, and attempted to defend that fcheme 
of doSrines, in oppofition to them. In thefe 
we could not agree : But when we came to talk 
of practical religion, and of converfion, I agreed 
with them, allowing it to confift chiefly in ex* 
ternals, overlooking the real and total depravity 
of the heart, and the renovation and great change 
which muft take place in that, in order to true 
converfion and the exercife of real religion, 
having never experienced any thing of this kind., 
My mother heard the converfation ; and after the 
company was goric, fhe told me, Ihc was fur- 
prized to hear me agree with them, in their no- 
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tionof converfion ; and that I Ibould think real 
converfion was np more thap that which I and 
they had dcfcribed. This put me upon thinking, 
and raifed a fufpicion in ray own mind that I 
was a ftianger to real ccmverfion. But it wore 
off, without any abiding cpnvi^ion of my defi- 
ciency. 

From this experience of mine^ I have been 
led to fear, and, in many inftances, to conclude 
perfoBs to be flrangers to true converfion, who 
appear to have the fame or ik> better notion of it, 
than I then had, and talk much as I did on that 
head, while they profefs to believe Calviniftic 
dodirines, though they choofe to be copfidercd 
a$ moderate Cahinifls, There are many of this 
fort of profeiTmg chriftians, with whom I have 
been acquainted. When perfons build upon 
fuch a falfe foundation, and fet out in religion^ 
and diink themfelvcs chriftians, without being 
horn of Gody and continue ft rangers to a tru^ 
and found converfion ; they will be inclined to 
oppofe or flight the moft important and excel- 
lent exerci£es of experimental religion, and will 
be dry and fruitlefs chriftians, and ignorant of 
true religious afl5:£Hons and enjoyments. And 
it wiD be no wonder if they loofe all their zeal 
for the peculiar dodrines of the gofpel, and 
c a 
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grow indifferent about them; if they do' not 
gradually give them upy and renounce theAi. 

\Sjrhile I was in this ftate and fituation of mind,^ " 
Mr. Whitefield came into New*£ngland ; and 
after he had preached in Bofton, and other places, 
came to New-Haven, in his way to New-pYork. 
The attention of people in general was greatly 
awakened upon hearing the fame of him^ that 
diere was a remarkable preadiec from England 
travelling through the country. The people 
flocked to hear him, when he came to New* 
Haven. Some travelled tw-enty miles out of the 
country to hear him- The aflcmblies were 
crowded and remarkably attentive; and people 
appeared generally to approve, and their con- 
verfation turned chiefly about him and his 
preaching. Some difapproved of feverai things 
which he advanced, which occaiioned confider* 
able difpute. I heard him< when he preached in 
7ublic, and when he expounded in private in. the 
evening ; and highly approved of him ; and was ^ 
fomewhat impreffed by what he faid in public 
and in private ; but did not in the leaft call in 
queftion my own good eilate, that. I remember* 
He preached againft mixed dancing and frolicing 
of males and females together : whichpraSicc 
was then very common in New-England. This 
offended fome, efpecially young people. But I 
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temembeFl jufti&ed him in this in my own 
jaiindj and in converfatbn with thofe who weie 
difpofed to condemn him. This was in October 
1740^ when I had entered on. mj laft year ia 
4K)]lege. 

. During that fall and the fucceedihg winter^ 
diere appeared to be much more attention to 
religion, than before, among people in general t 
And a number of minifters in New-England 
were aroufed, and preached oft^ner than they 
liad done, and appeared much more engaged 
and zealous, than before $ and feveral came to 
New-Haven and preached in a manner to differ- 
ent from what had been ufual,. that people in 
general appeared to be in fome meafure awaken* 
ed, and more thoughtful on religious fubje£ls, 
than they had been, before. 

• • 

EarJy in the next fpring, in March, Mr*. 
<5ilfacrt Tcnnent, who had been itinerating in 
New-England, ia Bofton and other places in the 
winter, came to New-Haven from Bofton, in his 
way to the fouthward. He was a remarkably 
plain, and. roufmg preacher, and a remarkable 
awakening had been produced by his preaching, 
nd many hopeful converfions had taken place 
under his preaching, where he had itinerated* 
On bi&COTiing taNcw4Javen, th^ people ag-- 
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peared to be almoil univerfally aroufedi and 
flocked to hear him. He flayed about a week 
in New*Haven, and preached feventeen fermons^ 
.moft of them in the meetii^-houfe ; two or 
three in the college hall. His preaching appear* 
ed to be attended with a remarkable and mighty 
power. Thoufands^ I believe^ were Uwakehed ; 
and mzrxf cried out with diftrefs and horror of 
mind, wider a conyi£tion of God's anger, and 
their conftant expofednefs to fall into endlefs de« 
fttuflion. Many profeflbcs of religion received 
convi£tion diat they were not real chriftians^.and 
never weit born again ; which numbers publicly 
confefied, and put up notes, without mentioning 
their names, but their number ^ defiring prayers 
for them as unconverted, and under this convic- 
tion. The members of college appeared to be 
univerfally awakened. A fmall number thought 
themfelves chriftians before they came to college, 
and I believe were fo. Several of thefe appear- 
ed with an extraordinary zeal, and concern for 
die members of college ; and without paying 
regardno the diftindlions of higher and lower 
clafles, they vifited every room in college, and 
difcourfed freely and with the greateft plainnefs 
with each one ; efpecially fuchwhom theycofi- 
fidered to be in an unconverted ftate, and who 
acknowledge themfelves to be fo, fetting before 
tktm their d^iger, and exhorting them to re- 
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pent, &c. The confciences of all feemed to 
be fo far awakened as to lead them to hang their 
heads, and to pay at leaft a filent regard to their 
reprovers. And every perfon in the college ap- 
peared to be under a degree of awakening and 
conviilion. The perfons above mentioned, who 
thus diftinguifhed themfelves in zeal were two 
of them my clafs-mates, £uell and Youngs. 
The other was David Brainard. -I attended to 
the whole, and approved of all they faid and did. 
But retained my hope that I was a chriftian, and 
had little or no converfation with thefe zealous 
men. At length Brainard came into my room, 
I being there alone. I W2(s not at a lofs with rc- 
fped to his deGgn in making me a vifit then 5 
determining that he came to fatisfy himfelf 
whether I were a chriftian, or not. And I re- 
folved to keep him in the dark, and if poffible 
prevent his getting any knowledge of my ftate 
or rel^ion. I was therefore wholly on the re- 
fervCj being confcious that I had no religious 
experiences, or religious afFeftions to tell of. 
hi his converfation with me, he obferved that he 
bdieved it impoffible for a perfon to be converted 
and to be a real chriftian without feeling his heart, 
at fometimcs at kaft, fenfibly and greatly afFed- 
cd with the charader of Chrift, and ftrongly 
going out after him ; or to that purpofe. — ^This 
obfervation ftruck convidion into my mind. I 
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verily believed It to be true, and at the fame time, 
was confcious that I had never experienced any 
thing of this kind ; and that I was a ftranger to 
the exerciie o£ real chriftianity. I then deter-^ 
iftined that no one ihould know from me^ or 
any other way> if I could prevent it, that I was 
Slot a chriftian, until I ihould be* converted : 
For it was mortifyiqg to my pride to be thought 
to be no chriftian^ having made a chriftian pro- 
feffion, and having had the chara^er of a chrif* 
tian for fome time y though I now knew myfel£ 
not to be one. Briinard took his leave of nar 
without bringing me t4 put off my referve ; ai)4 
what he then thought of me, I know not ; but 
believe he ftrongiy fufpefied, if he did not. 
without befitation concludej that I was not % 
chrifti».. 

My convi^ion fixed upon-, one. I faw I iiyas 
Uidecd no chriftian. The eyil of my heart, the 
hardnefs and unbelief of it came more and more 
into view ; and the evil cafe in which I was, ap- 
peared more and more dreadful. I felt myfetf 
a guilty, juftly condemned creature, and my 
hope of relief by obtaining converfion failed 
more and more, and my condition appeared 
darker from day to day^ and all help failed, and 
i felt myfelf to be nodiing but ignorance, guilt 
and ftupidity. I now loft all defire to conceal 
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mf cafe from diofe whom I tonfi^eted to be 
ehriftians^ and freely opened it to feme of them. 
Tbcj appeared particularly to intereft therafelvcs 
in my <x>ndition, and often converfed with me, 
and alked me if I had any new views, &c* 
I conftantly told them I was ftill the famei in aa 
toconvcrted ftate, &c. Thus I <:ontinued for 
feme weeks, generally retired, unlefs when I 
attended private meetings of young people, foi^ 
prayer, &c. which were frequent then in coUege, . 
and in the town. 

At i^gth as I was in my clofct one eveningi 
while I was meditating, and in my devotions, a 
Hew and wonderful fcene opened to my view* 
t had aTenfe of the being and prcfence of God, 
as 1 never had before 5 it being more of a reality, 
and more afie£ling and glorious, than I had ever 
before perceived. And the charafter of Jefus 
Chrift the mediator came into view, and ap- 
Ipeared fuch a reality, and fo glorious ; and the 
way of falvation by him fo wife, important and 
defirable, that I was aftoniflibd at myfclf that I 
had never feen thefe things before, which were 
fo plain, pleafing and wonderful. I longed t6 
have all fee and know thefe things as ^ey no^ 
appeared to me. I was greatly aiFe^ied, in thp 
view of my own depravity, the finfulnefs, guilt, 
and odioufnefs of my chata^er i and tears ilow^ 
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ed in great plenty. After fome time I left my 
clofet, and went into the adjoining room, no 
other perfon being then there. I walked the 
room, all intent on thefe fubje£ls, and' took up 
Watts's verfion of the pfalms, and opened it at 
the fifty-firft pfalm, and read the firft, fecond 
and third parts in long metre with ftrong affec- 
tions, and made it all my own language, and 
thought it was the language of my heart to God ; 
I dwelled upon it with pleafure, and wept much. 
And when I had laid the book afide, my mind 
continued fixed on the fubjed:, and in the exer- 
cife of devotion, confeffion, adoration, petition^ 
&c. in which I feemed to pour out my Heart to 
God with great freedom. I continued all atten- 
tion to the things of religion, in which moft ap- 
peared more or lefs engaged. There were many 
inflances, as was then fuppofed, of converfion. 
I felt a peculiar, ple^^ng afieftion to thofe, who 
were fuppofed to be chriftians. 

But two things appear, now, to me remark- 
able, with refpcGt to my views and exercifes 
which I have juft now mentioned, fir/tf I had 
not then the lea ft thought orfufpicion that what 
I had experienced was converfion, or any thing 
like it, nor did fuch a thought enter my mind, 
fo far as I can recoUeft, till near a year after 
this, or if any fuch thought was fuggefted at anf 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SAM0EL HOPKINS. ^-<^ 37 

time, it was immediately rcje£led. I had fori- 
mcdanidea in my mind of convcrfion, what 
perfons who were converted muft be, and how 
they muft feel, which was fo entirely different 
from that which I had feen and felt, that I was 
fo far from a thought that I was converted, that 
I thought I knew I was not, and made no fcni- 
ple to tell my friends foy from time to time. 
Secondly^ I do not recoiled that I faid a word to 
any perfon living of thefe exercifes, or gave the 
leaft hint of them to any one for almoft a year 
after they took place. I did not think they 
were worth fpeaking of, being nothing like con- 
verfion. And by degrees I ceafed to recollect 
any thing of them, ftill hoping and looking for 
fomething greater and better, and of quite a dif- 
ferent kind. 

When I heard Mr. Tcnnent, as mentioned 
above, I thought he was the greateft and beft 
man, and the beft preacher that I had ever feen 
or heard; His words were to me, « like apples 
of gold in piiSures of filver." And I then 
thought that when I fliould leave the college, as 
I was then in my laft year, I would go and live 
with him, wherever I fhould find him. But 
juft before the commencement in September, 
when I was to take my degree, on the fcventeenth 
day of which month I was twenty years old, Mr; 

D 
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Edvards of Northampton came to New-Haven, 
and preached. He then pieacfaedthe fennon oa 
the tr'iM of the ffirits^ which was afterwards 
printed. I had before read his fermons on jufti* 
fication, &c. and his narrative of the remayl&a- 
ble convetfions at Northampton, whidi took place 
about feven years before diis» Though I then 
did not obtain any perfonal acquaintance with 
him, any farther than by hearing him pieach : 
yet I conceived fuch an efteem of him, and was 
fo pkafed with his preaching, diat I altered my 
former determination with refpeA to Mr. Ten- 
ncnt, and concluded to go and live wiA Mr. 
Edwards, as foon as I ihould iiave opportunity, 
though he lived about eighty miles from my 
father's houfe. 

After I had taken my firft degree, which was 
in September 1741, I retired to my father's in 
Waterbury. And being deje6ted and very 
gloomy in my mind, I lived a reclufe fife for fome 
months. Confidering myfdf as a finful loft 
creature, I fpent moft of my time in reading, 
meditation and prayer \ and fpent many whole 
days in fading and prayer. My attention turn* 
ed chiefly to my own finfulnefs, and as being 
wholly loft inmyfclf, of which I had an increaf- 
ing conviaion. But I alfo attended te the ftatc 
of religion in the vicinity. There was a general 
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and uncammon attention to religlonj and much 
preaching by mmifters who went from town to 
town, but oppofidon was made to the revival of 
religion, which now began to increafe aniMig 
minifters and people. Some confidered it as an 
evil work, in the whole of it. Others allowed 
there was fome good attending it : but objedied 
greatly to many things which took place and 
were pra&i&d by the friends and fubje£ks of the 
work) as imprudent and wrong. I was a (trong 
advocate for the dodrines preached by the min* 
ifters who were inftruments of promoting thQ 
revival, aad for the pra&ices of thofe who wer« 
the £ubje£b of it^ and were fuppofed to be con- 
verted, k is true, there were fome things faid 
andpra^ifed, which I did not underfland, and 
fully fee tlurough* But as I confidered them as 
chriftians, and myfelf as not one, and confe- 
quently ignora^ and incapable of judging, I 
concluded they mull be right. I fpent days in 
falling and prayer, feeking the promotion of 
that which tome appeared to be true religion, 
and the fuppreflion of all oppofiHon to it. I en- 
deavoured to promote religion among the young 
people in the town : and encouraged them who 
were attentive and concerned to meet together 
for prayer, and to fpend days of failing and 
prayer together ; efpccially thofe who were 
thought to be eonwrtcd. Whca^ I iaw pcrfons, 
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whom I confidered to be unconverted, I felt dif- 
pofedtopray for them that they might be con- 
verted and faved 5 and felt great concern for 
fome individuals of this character. 

Inthe month of December, being fumiflied 
with a horfe, &c. I fet out for Northampton, 
with a view to live with Mr. Edwards, where I 
was an utter ftranger. When I arrived there, 
Mr. Edwards was not at home \ but was re- 
ceived with great kindnefs by Mrs. Edwards and 
the family, and had encouragement that I might 
live there during the winter. Mr. Edwards was 
abroad on a preaching tour, as people in gene- 
ral were greatly attentive to religion and preach- 
ing, which was attended with remarkable effedbs, 
in the conviftion and fuppofed converfion of 
multitudes. I was very gloomy and was mod of 
the time retired in my chamber. After fome- 
days Mrs. Edwards come into my chamber, and 
faid, ** As I was now become one of the family 
for a feafon, (he felt herfelf interefted in my 
welftuc 5 and flie obferved that I appeared gloomy 
and dejeded, (he hoped I would not think fhe 
intruded by defiring to know, and afking me 
what was the occafion of it," or to that pur- 
pofe. I told her, the freedom flie ufed was a- 
greeable to me j that the occafion of the ap- 
pearance which fhe mentioned was the ftatc in 
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wluch I cofifidered oxfkiL I was ih a Cfa]iftle£{» 
gfacclefs ftate^ abd Jbadfaoen tinder a degree of 
Gonvi&ioti, aild concern for myfelf for a num* 
ber of moQths : Had got no relief^ and mj cafe^ 
inftead of growing better, appeared to grow 
worfe. Upon which wc entered into a free con* 
Terfition. And on the whole ifae told me, that 
ihe had peculiar exercifes repe^Hi^ me, fince I 
had been in the family ; that &e trufted I ihould 
receive light and comfort, and doubted not that 
God intended yet to do great things by me, &c. 
This converfation did not fenfibly raife my fpirits 
in the Icaft degree. My views of myfclf were 
fuch, and my profpeft and hope of any good 
worefo lofv, that I then paid no fenfible regard 
to what ihe faidi. 

Religion was now at a lower ebb at North*, 
ampton, than it had been of late, and than it 
appeared to be in the nei^bouring towns, and 
in New-England in general. In the month of 
January Mr. Buell, my clafs-mate, whom I men- 
tioned before, came to Northampton, having 
commenced a zealous preacher of the gofpel ^ 
and was the means of greatly reviving the peo- 
ple to afeal in religioHr He preached every day* 
and fometimes twice a day publicly, Mr. Ed- 
^wards being out of town, preaching in diftant 
towns. Frofeifiag chriftians appeared greatly 

V 2 
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revived and comforted^ and a number were un-» 
der convi£i:ion, and I think there were feme 
hopeful new converts. After Mr. Bucll had 
preached in Northampton a week or two, he fet 
out on a tour towards Bofton, to preach in the 
towns in thofe parts j and I went with hinu 
People crowded to hear lum in everyplace; 
and great numbers were awakened, and many 
were thought to be converted. After continuing 
with him about two weeks, I returned to North- 
ampton, when my exercifes of mind were fuch 
that I for thifirft time admitted a hope that they 
were really gracious, and my mind immediately 
recurred back to the time when I had thofe views 
and afFeftions, almoft a year before, which have 
been mentioned, and they appeared to me to be 
of the fame kind with thofe which now pofiefled 
my mind, and that the courfe of exercifes which 
I fince had, did not difier in kind from the firft, 
and from thofe which i now had : though I had 
within this time often faid I was certain I had no 
grace ; and never had for a moment, that I can 
recoiled, entertained the lead degree of hope, 
or one thought that I was not in a date of na- 
ture. While at Northampton before this, I con- 
verfed with a number of chriftians who were 
thought to be knowing and eminent. I per- 
ceived that they thought I was a chriftian. But 
this did not have the leaft perceivable influence 
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oamymindj foas to excite theleaft hope that I 
"was-a chriftian : bat thought and felt that I knew 
iim was not, and could not, be true.* 

I now determined to make known the whole 
of my exercifes to Mr. Edwards, as far as I could 
commimicate them. I told him my prefent ex« 
ercifes, and thofe which I have related which 
took place at college near a year before. When 
he had heard me, he afked me. Why I had not 
told him thefe things before i I told him it was 
becaufe I had no thought that fuch exercifes were 
convcrfion, or chriftian exercifes, till very lately. 
He gave not his opinion exprefsly 5 nor did I 
defire he fhould j for I was far from relying on 
any man's judgment in fuch a cafe. But I fup- 
pofed he entertained a hope that I was a chrif- 
tian.. 

From tliis time I turned my thoughts upon 
preaching the gofpel. And with a view to ob- 
tain a licenfe to preach, I left Mr. Edwards's in 
the latter end of March, and went home to 

* This, wtbfundry notes. wbkB/oJlcWt were taken from tbt 
privMt diary of Mr, Hopkins. 174* I haver of late enter- 
tained a hope, that I did experience a^faving change above a 
year ago; and, I find myfcif more, and more cftabUflied in it. 
The Lord grant that I may not be deceived ! I have fomc 
thoughts (God wilIing).of being examined, next week, in or- 
der to preach the fweet and everlafting |fofpcl of Jefus. 
Thou^, many times, my heart ihritakeat the thought. 1 
hope ^9 Lord will dired mc. 
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ciadon of minifters for approbation .; wiieti thcf 
granted^ after Ihad.pafied and examination bc^ 
fore them.* 

* April 29. This day, I tf^mned a permit to go forth and 
preach the gofpel : but this is only from men. It hath been 
my requeit, and 1 hope my fiacere defir e, that I might havtt 
a commiflioii from the iJord Jefus Chrift, the great Lord of 
the harTeft, and be fent forth by him, as a labourer in hit 
Ifiteyard. 

^'' July 3' t have this day rode from Hampton to SiiBieldt 
In order to preach. By the way I was much drawn out Is 
ardent defires thar God would go with me, and that I might 
do fomething for his honor. I htard two fcrmons, and being 
defired, I preached a third, . The power of the Lord came 
down, and many of his children were filled, with the Holf 
Ohoft ! I had a freedom in fpeaking which I never had b«^ 
IttK. I cooid not be heard all over the meeting honfc, b^" 
reafon of the out cries of the people. Oh ! wonderful, thu 
the Lord fhould make me his inftrument to feed his Iambs. 

Being d^red, I preached again, this night, at the hotflc 
where I lodged ; many people came to hear the word ; and^ 
we had the divine prefence— many chriftiant were fwcet1]r 
refreihed. 

Auguft 7. Seeing Chrift requires that I deny myfelf, talcc 
up my crofs and renounce all for him, taking kim for my only 
portion here atfj for ever « 

I do now afr^ih dedicate myfcif to the^ Lord, folemaly 
promiiing to renounce all other lords, and take him for my 
portion. I call heaven and earth to witoefs, that I now take 
the God of heaven and earth for my God. I now make my- 
felf over, with all that I hare, or ever Ihall have to him, I 
now promife allegianceto the God bf beaven, that henceforth 
i will make it my only bufinefs toferve and honor him ; beg- 
ging his gracious affiftance to perform my obtigationa, aod 
to keep my folemn vows inviolate. It ts done, 1 am no more 
tny own, but I give myfcif stway to KM^ to be hit ftw- 
tver. • 45. H. 
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After I had preached a few times at my native 
place, and places adjacent, occafionally, I re- 
turned to Northampton, propogng to fpend 
femetime in purfuing my ftudies with Mr. Ed- 
wards, where I lived during the fummer, preach- 
ing fometimes in Mr. Edwards's pulpit, and to 
private meetings 5 and fometimes rode out to 
neighbouring' towns, and preached ; for which I 
neither demanded, nor received any pay, except 
forty (hillings old tenor, for preaching one Sab- 
bath at Weftfield : whicli was given without any 
dentsOidorexpefkation from me. I alfo preach- 
ed in the fall a number of fabbaths 2it Bethlem 
to Mr. Bellamy's people, gratis, while he took 
a tour as far as Philadelphia in ordor to preach ; 
as people in general then had a hearing ear. 

In the beginning of December 1742, I was 
invited to preach at Symfbury in Connecticut, to 
a confiderable congregation, who had lately left 
tbein minifter i where I continued preaching 
mod of the time till the next May. The greater 
part of the people appeared attentive and in fome 
meafure engaged in religion 5 but there were 
fome oppofers of the late revival of religion, 
and of the dpftrines which were preached, and 
were much infifted upon by the friends of the 
ipevival. Though I refufed to preach as a can- 
didate^ having no inclination to fettle in^^e min- 
• . ■ "" .» '>■ 
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iftry abprcfent ; yet the towninfittcdujyonhav-f 
ing a meeting to fee if they would give me a 
call to fettle in the work of the miaiftry amoi^ 
them. When they met, it appeared Aat one 
hundred voted to give me a call, and that thirty 
voted againit it. I told them, that I had iw 
thought of fettling in the miniftry at prefe&t : 
But if I had, I thought their want of unanbnity». 
and the number of oppofers was a fufficieiit rea* 
fon for not complying with their requeft* I 
therefore left them, and we^t to Northampton^ 
with a view to purfue my ihidies ft>r a longer 
time with Mr. Edwatds.* 

• May 4,^743. This evening, through the goodncfs •£ 
Ood, have had fomc refrefliing difcovcrtcs of divine 
things, longing th^t the whole world mi^t be brought t« 
the knowlege of God; and, that the children of God might 
live like themfdves, have views of an approaching eternity, 
and feel the love of God in their fouls. That the mimftert 
of Chrift might always experience how fweetit is, to preack 
Chrrft, and offer him to Allien undone finners* Oh ! how 
fweetit it to get on mount Pifgah, and from thend» behold 
the pr«mifed land ! 

>A^uft 25, Had fomc frcedo»inf«»ctprayer,,thisni^t— 

was quite willing that God fhould ftop my mouth and never . 
faffer me to fpeak in his name to this people again, if he ha* 
not fast mt, or if it be his will I ibould not ; at the fame 
time greatly defirous that, by fome means, they might be 
brought into the right way. 

November 1 2. Have had more than ordinary longings after 
holincfs and fandification ; at the fame time thirSing after 
God, longing to know more, of him, and be more ac^uatoted 
with him. 

ft6. Had a littlci bot fwect glimpfe of fome of the attri- , 
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Bat after i had continued there a few Veeks, 
I £oan4 myfelf unwell, grew more and more 
feeble, and was attended with rh^pmatic pains ; 
ib as to be unable to attend to my ftudy, as I ex* 
peded : And having, at that time fcvcral invita- 
tions from diftant places, to go and preach tO 
Aem, I concluded it was heft to ride as the like- 
lieft way to recover my health. And being in- 
vited to go to a place then called •Hou/atonocl, 
which was about fixty miles from Northampton, 
I engaged to go there, and to preach to them two 
or three fabbaths. Accordingly I arrived there 
the beginning of July, 1743. I found they 
were a Imall people, there being but about 
thirty families in the town ; that a number of 
them were poor, and generally they were with-^ 
put any concern about real religion, and giten to* 
n&any vices, which ah eafy country to live in, 
and living without the fteady preaching ^Of the 
gofpel, or public worfliip, naturally produced. 
But as they appeared unanimous in invititig me 
to fettle among them, after I had been there a 
number of fabbaths, I confented, and was or- 
dained on the aSth day. of December, juft at 

ttnt^f of Ood, in fecrct prayer, efpcdally af hit wifd«m, juf- 
the and holincff. I faw that he knew what was beft, and 
ceuU do iiQthing b*t what is pcffcAly right and juft, and in- 
-fimtdyhcft. Whatrcafon have I, to commit, aU my coft- 
een» into bit hands ! 
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the end of the year 1743, when I was twenty- 
tw9 years, three months, and eleven days old.*. 

I continued there in the work of the miniftry 
till January iB, 1769, twenty^five years, and a- 
bout twenty days, when I was difmiffed, by the 
unanimous voice of a council called on that oc« 

* December 24, i743« Have faftcd in fccret t« day, and 
had fome unutal afiiftance and enlargement. My courage 
-36 increafed about fettling here in the work of the m'mi&rjf 
being willing to go where God calls me> knowing thatjthif 
life is not the place for happinefe, I mull wait for that, till 
I launch into eternity and leave my corruption behind. I 
hope God hath given me ftrength to deiire his prefence in the 
great work of the miniftry. 

; aS. I have this day folemnly smd publicly given myfelF 
up to the work of the miniftry. I am new engagdd in a 
great work. Oh, that I might be faithful unto death.. 

Auguft a8, 1744. This evening T have had unufual free- 
dom in prayer — ^had fome felde of the mifcrable ftate of my 
people, and fome wreftlings for them — Was enabled to give 
myfelf up afreih to Chrift, taking him with his crofs, beiqg 
heartily willing if I might have his prefence, to undergo all 
poflible hardfhips and trials — ^was enabled with an holy fconl 
to trample upon, and defpife . the world, with all created . 
good. 

July 2St ^749* Had freedom in fecret prayer this evening,' 
T think I can fafely appeal to God, and folemnly declare be- 
fore him, that I defire his fmiles and acceptance in his fight 
above all things elfe, that I had rather be ftripped of every 
worldly comfort than to be without this, yea without this all 
the world is nothing. I amalfo confcious before God that I 
am fincere, (though alas ihamefuliy deficient) in the great 
work I have undertaken, and have never declined that which 
1 fef ioully thought was for the fpiritual good of my people, 
for any worldly intercft. 
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Cafion^ andtheconfent of the church. During 
this time I had no great apparent fuccefs in the 
miniftrjr. A fmall number were hopefully con- 
Tcrted, and a number of chriftians moved into 
the place in this time, which increafed the num- 
ber in the church. But the congregation in 
general did not attend public worfhip, except 
fome times ; and were not willing to fupport the 
gofpel. And a number turned churchmen, ap- 
parently and fome of them profeffedly, to get 
rid of paying any thing for the fupport of th<p 
gofpel. And fo great a number of others rcf ufed 
to do any thing this wiy, that after the church, 
and others who wiflied to have me flay among 
them, had made a number of attempts, the3rde- 
clared there was, in their view, no profpe£l or 
hope of my having a fupport, if I continued 
with them ; and therefore they could not obje<9; 
to my leaving them, cfpecially, if an ecclefiaf- 
tical council ftiould advife. They therefore, 
joined with me in calling a council, and laying 
the circumftances of the cafe before them : who 
advifed to my difmiffion, as mentioned above. 

I then had a wife and eight children, and own- 
ed a houfe and good farm ; and could, by leav^ 
ing my ftudy and attending to .my farm, have 
fupported myfelf and family, and continued to 
preach to thofe who would come to hear me^ 
after a fort, with little ftudy. But I then 
thought, and it was the judgment of the coun* 

E 
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cil, and of the church, that as I couli iiot be 
fupportcd there, fo as to be able to give myfelf 
wholly to the work of the miniftry, and purfue 
my ftudies without any great interruption from 
worldly cares and labour, it was my duty to leave 
them, and go where I could be fupported. And 
if no fuch place prefented j I could by turning 
my attention to farming fupport myfelf. But 
' fince I have feen the unhappy confequences to 
that people of my leaving them, many of wluch 
might probably have been prevented by my flay- 
ing widi them, though I had ftudied but little^ 
and fpent great part of my time in attention to 
my worldly concerns, I have fometimes been 
ready to call in queftion the reafonablenefs of 
that conclufion, and have thought it probable 
we were all wrong in judging as we did, and 
that it was my duty to ftay with that people in 
thofe circumftances. It is certain this would 
have been greatly to my worldly advantage. But 
I then thought I did right, and took the moft 
prudent and proper fteps, in taking the advice 
of a council. Sec, And the iffue rendered it 
■neceffary for me to leave the work of the minif- 
try there. God has ordered it fo, and his ends 
will be anfwered by it. This will be feen, 
another day ; and it will be known who were the 
.blameable inftruments of bringing it about, and 
in what degree they were fo. 

In Icfs dian a year after I was ordsuned at Shef', 
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fiefl (as HkruLsihen called ; but has (ince obtain-- 
ed the namcbf Great-Barrington)on December 5,. 
1744, my mother died at Waterbury, being about 
forty-three years old. She died in child-bed, and 
Ac child died fbon after. My father fent for me, 
when it was fuppofedmy mother was like to die. 
But as I lived at the diftanceof fifty miles, and 
it was difficult travelling at that time of the year, 
I did not get there before my mother died. This 
was a grievous lofs to me, which touched my 
tender feelings to the quick, as (he was a kind, 
tender mother^ and I loved her above any other 
relative. 

^On January 13, X748, I was married to Mifs 
Joanna Ingerfol,. daughter of Mofes Ingerfol of 
Grcat-Barrington. And on February 5, 1 749,* 

■* February 4, 1749. Reached my father's houfe late in the 
nighti find my fiither fery iick, and two brothers and two 
fillers with the meaicls. My father knew me and alkcd mc 
why I was fo long in coming ^ told me he fent for me that 
1 might fee him once more before he died, aiked me if I did 
not think he was dying ? I told him no : I afked him if he 
was willing to die, his anfwer was fuch, as gave me great 
concern for him. I was quickly willing to part with him if 
he might bnt gite me evidence of his comfortab'c hope in 
Chrifl, before he died, but was foon brought to give up tJiis 
point, if he might but have a faving intcrcft in Chrlft, and 
the comfort of it in his own foul, which my foul longed for 
and I was enabled to feck God earneftly, on his behalf, hav- 
ing my mouth filled with arguments, aud after all was obliged 
to refign, and acknowledge God to be the fovereign potter, 
having a right to do what he would, and that he could do no 
wrong. 

February 5. We apprehend my father is dying, I made 
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my father died at Waterbury, being about fifty- 
eight years old. He made me executor of his will. 
He left three young fons, my brothers James, 
Daniel, and Mark. James was in his fixteenth 
year, Daniel in his fourteenth, and Mark in his 
tenth. The two oldeft my father furniflied with 
a farm, and utenfils to cultivate it> propofing that 
they (hould be farmers. The ypmngeft he com- 
mitted to my care, defiring me to giv« him a pub- 
lic education, for which he left a fufficient eftate. 
The two oldeft foon got difcouraged with farm- 
ing, living fifty miles from me. Upon which, 
on their defire, I fold the farm, and took them 
into my own houfe, and fitted them all to enter 
the college at New-Haven. James, the oWeft 
made fuch proficiency in his ftudies, that he en- 
tered the college before the other two. He was 
a promifmg young man, much efteemed in col- 
lege ', efpecially by his clafs-nrates. But was^ 
taken fick with a fever before his firft year at col- 
lege was ended, which put an end to his fife. I 
was fent for, when his ficknefs was thought to 
be mortal ; but my houfe being eighty miles from 
New-Haven, when I got there, he was juft ex- 
piring, and died in an hour or two : This was a 
trying fcene to me ! 

two prayers with him, he having befih fometime before 
fpeachlefs, revived a little, >and faid,. be bad more' bope fiaie,. 
referring to the difcourfe I had vvrith him before. Thefe were 
rtlmoft the laft word* which he fpake, and the moft comforta- 
ble. 1 had fome views of the infinity of God's mercy, dcd ^ 
cxpreffed it in prayer, and hope his foul felt it. 
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My Other two brothers entered college after 
this, and were graduated. I had the whole care 
of their eftate and of providing for them, the 
trouble of which was not fmall. 

My youngeft brother, Mark, ftudied the law, 
and followed that bufinefs. Was married, and 
had a number of children. He profpered in the 
world, and fuftained a good and fair charafter ; 
But died with ficknefe when engaged in the war 
with Britain, about the time the American army 
evacuated New- York, being driven out by the 
Britifh, I think in the year 1776. My brother 
Daniel is yet living, being fettled in the miniftry 
at Salem. 

It was difagreeable to me to go fo far from Mr. 
Edwards, as^I did when I fettled at Great-Bar- 
rington, being at leaft fixty miles, with whom I 
had ftudied fo long : and who was able to affilt 
me farther to make advancement in knowledge, 
could I live in his neighbourhood, fo as to be 
able to vifit him often, and converfe with him, &c* 
But I was relieved and gratified with refpeft to 
this, in a few years after my fettlement, by his 
removing from Northampton, and fettling at 
Stockbridge, within feven miles of my houfe. 
Mr. Sergeant, who was miiTionary to the InyJians 
-?t Stockbridge, when I fettled at Gre;j*^.]Sarring- 
ton, died on the 27th July, 1749- . tf^^ "^^^'t 
,year the commiffioners in Bofton, whChfcadthe 

B.2 
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care of the Indian million at Stockbtidge, fent 
to me their propofal and dcfirc that I would ac- 
cept of that miffion, in which invitation * both 
the white people, and the Indians at Stock- 
bridge carneftly joined. And tht Indians fent a 
particular meflenger to me, to intreat me to come 
and be their minifter. My anfwer was, that I 
would take the matter into ferious confideration. 
But as I did not think myfelf equal to fuch a 
fituation and bufinefs, I fhould hefitate with re- 
gard to accepting the offer, though I Ihould not 
know of any other man better qualified to take 
the place. But as I had one in view who was 
much better qualified, everyway, for fuch a 
miffion, if he could be obtained, as I hoped he 
could, if -I otherwife were inclined to accept, I 
ftiould refufe, in order to introduce him. Mr. 
Edwards was the man whom I had in view. He 
had been difmiflcd from the church in Northamp- 
ton in the year 1750. I therefore wrote Jto the 
commiffioners in Bofton recommending him in 
the ftrongeft terms, as the moft proper perfon 
for that miffion, and mentioned him to the white 
people, and to the Indians, as the moft fuitabic 
man for their minifter. Accordingly he was 
introduced and fettled there in Auguft 1 75 1 , not 
quite eight years after I was fettled at Great- 
Barrington.* He continued at Stockbridge a 

* Monday May 9, 1753. Vifitcd H, D. to day, who is 
very fick, and is not like to continue long ; her filler, E. 
came out of the door after mc, appearing tenderly <co»* 
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little more than fix years. In which time I eii-' 
joyed great pleafure and benefit by hisicompi^hy 
and converfation. But he was invited to the 
prefidency of the colleger in Princeton, and in 

cerned about" herfelf defired me to pray for her, which I 
endeavoured to do when 1 got into my clofet at home, and 
was enabled to cry to God for mercy for her foul with free- 
dom and importunity. I cannot but hope that God enabled 
ne to aik converting grace for her : and I humbly hope he 
will, in his time and way, give it. Oh ! what a fweet duty 
is interceffion, when it is done in faith with the whole heart. 
Every ferTent intercefTor has his reward /ai'i dowttt and 
his prayer immediately returns into his own bofom. 

May 8. This day H. D. died, (he was a defirahie youth, 
and hopefully converted a few weeks before (lie was taken 
fick : and God was pleafed to make me a mean of awakening 
her, which I efteem a greater favor than if he had given me 
the whole world. This is the firii that I have evidence of the 
converiion of, fince I have been in the \>\d.cQ^^^^mii furely it 
is well worthwhile to preach fcv«rfear8,*{whifh is the 
time I have been here) to be any ways, inftrumental of the 
converfionof onefouL 

Wednefday, December a6. T have lately had diftreffing ap-. 
prehenfions of the badnefs of my flate, being ready to con- 
clud^that fuch a fmner as I am, cannot poflibly have any 
grace. This evening my fpirit laboured under an unfup- 
portable load of lin ; and, my fpirita were diunk up with 
anguifh ! As foon as I could, I fhut myfclf up in my fludy, 
and fell upon my ]|pces before God. 

And fir0i Tfelt, and told God, that I had no where elfe 
to go but to him, though I had finned fo greatly a^ainft him. 
I felt and exprelTed, the extreme folly of forfaking him — that 
it was beyond all conception. I refledted on the aggravations 
of my fins, and faw they were fo vaflly multiplied and 
numerous, that it was impoflible my mind ihould ever have 
a full vityf of them, or be able to reckon them. Yea, that 
there was -ant one aggravation, but what exceeded all my 

>ughts and conceptions. 1 thought it a wonder that I was 
in hell, and^confeffcd that God might juflly fend me there 
edifttely ; yea he might juftly do what was uafpeakably 
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the bcgitttiing of January 1758, He was dif- 
m\Sci irom Stockbridgc by the advice of a coun- 
cil. -This was a fore trial to me, to have him 
thus taken from my n^ghbourhood, by which % 

more dreadful, viz. continue me in the world till I had £Med 
up the dreadful meafurc of my iniquities, an<l become a 
great and remarkable vcffeLof wrath, fitted for that deftruc* 
tion, for which I was before appointed ; that I might fink 
down unfpeakably below jMdas^ and bear a more awful 
weight of wrath, than any other who fiiould gotohelL 

Under thefe (hocking apprehenfions of the weight of 
wrath which belonged to me, it came into my mind, that 
Chrift could fave from all this ; he could deliver from fuch a 
weighty wrath ! 
* ; . Immediately upon which my foul applied to him for help ; 
-'^ '*^nd, this was the language of my heart, Lord Jefus, I come, 
' • . .f.^ipme, I come to thee, 1 come for deliverance from this dif- 
' i Vttngciiflied place in hell, this uncommon weight of wrath. 
I thought i^'iin^t hope in him for deliverance, though 
dthers w?ht to hell, t»fl9fe fins were unfpeakably lefs than 
xhtne, and the truth contained in thofe words, '* Itviiihav* 
merey em tubom I will buve mercy" feemed fweet and wohder- 
fiil. I felt confounded, and my foul was filled with blufliing 
,!. and fhame, faying from my heart, '* Righteoofnefs belong* 
eth unto thee, O Lord, but uj&to me fiiame and confuiipn ol 
face hecaufe 1 have finned.*' In the conclufion of my peti- 
tions when I mentioned Chrift as the perfon, in whofename 
I prefented myfclf and offering, I felt that he was the only 
Saviour, and ground of hope for finners. Had it not been 
for him, the lead fin muft have damnecf infallibly : and it 
/eemed wonderful, even that the leaft finner, and efpecially 
fttch a finner as I was, might have hope. When I came to 
4^,. conclude my devotions with afcriptions of praife to God, my 
' heart dwelt upon this, and I longed that the angels might 
praife God. IfawthatQod coaU glorify himfelf by faving 
me, but the tribute of praife which 1 could offer was mean, 
and inconfiderable— I wanted to lifp out his praife in fome 
b amble place. I rofe ^m my knees lightened and comfort- 
ed : all natureyut on a more pleafant afped, and thofe words 
'* I will haye mercy on whom I wiU have mercy" dwelt on my 
heart with pUtfforc and delight. 
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fiiould lofe the future benefit of his company 
anf infti:u£lions. But I confidered him as fo 
eminently qualified for the prefidency of a col- 
lege, that the profpeft of the good he would do 
in that ftation, fo much over balanced the bene- 
fit of his flaying at Stockbridge and my perfonal 
advantage, that I thought it my duty to give my 
voice for his removal to Princeton. But the a- 
greeable profpedl of his ufefulnefs, as prefident' 
of the college, was foon ended : For he had 
been but a few weeks in that ftation before he 
isras, by the advice of the truftees, inoculated 
with the fmall pox, which put an end to his life 
in the month of March 1758. • 

Upon the death of Mr. Bfjrwardst Mfs. Ed- 
wards, in confequence of verbal direflions given 
to her by Mr. Edwards in his life time, put all 
his manufcripts and his library into my hands, 
and care :•■ His manufcripts to be difpofed of by 
roe, and two other minifters. And Mrs^d- 
wards folicited me to write the life of Mr. Jd- 
wards, to,be publiflied, with a -number of fcr- 
mons, to be felefted from his manufcripts. I 
confidered myfelf very unequal to writing his 
Kfe ; but as by having the pofleflion of his manu- 
fcripts, I was under better advantage to do it, 
than others, I engaged to do the bed I could ; 
and if it fliould be approved of by a number of 
friendly, judicious minifters, I would ionfehtto 
have it publiflied, on condition that niy name 
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fliould net be put to it. Accordingly it was pub- 
lifhed with a number of pofthumous fermons^ 
the moft of which I traiifcribed myfeif from his 
manufcripts. 

As thefe manufcripts Were in my hands a 
number of years, I paid my chief attention to 
them, until I had read diem all, which confided 
of a great number of volumes, fome of them 
large, befides fermons, of which fermons I did 
not read the whole. In doing this I had much 
pleafurc and profit. My mind became more 
engaged in ftudy, rifing, great part of my time> 
at four o'clock in the morning to purfuc my 
ftudy, in which I took great pleafure. 

In the twenty five years which I fpent at 
Great Barrington, I had but little apparent 
fuccefs in the conwfion of finners, though a 
number were hopefully converted, and the 
diurch was confiderably increafed in numbers. 
And the town made advances and profpered in 
a good degree in their worldly circumftances. 
And it appears from what has taken place at the 
time of my leaving them, ^and fince, that my 
labours among them were a means of preventing 
many vices and evils, which have fince that 
time been apparently increafing among them. 
They have had no minifter fettled among them, 
except for a fliort time, fince I left them. "The 
church has dwindled, and come to almoit' 
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nothing, or worfe. They have not profpered 
In their worldly concerns, but the contrary. 
And are far from being refpedable as a people 
or town in the fight of thofe who are acquainted 
with them, and their circumftances. 

While i lived at Great Barrington many things 
took place in the exercifes of my own mind, 
and in refpefl: to other pcrfons and . objeSs, 
which cannot now be narrated : but muft be left 
to that day, when every work will be brought 
into judgment, with every fecret thing. I went 
through many trials and difcouragements, both 
from within myfelf, and from things without. 
My mind was often funk in darknefs and de& 
pondency, difcouraged with myfelf 5 difpleafed 
with my own chm^er and performances ; and 
burdened witlyrfenfe of my awful depravity and 
great deficielfeies ; and ofteft doubted whether 
I were a real chriftian, Yetl was fupported by 
views of divine truths ; antd at times raifed above 
all doubts, and to high religious enjoyments in 
the exercife of thofe afFeftions which appeared 
to be truly gracious, and excluded all doubts and 
fears refpefting my date. And I had often great 
enjoyment in contemplating divine truth, and in 
the exercifes of heart whi(;h attended and were 
implied in thefe truths, independent of any de- 
termination, hope or thought that I was a chrif- 
tian. And the exercifes and experiences of my 
own heart, were the ground of my preaching, in 
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general, and led to Aofe paffagcs of fcripture 
and fubjefls which I chofe for my public dif- 
courfes. 

A number of chriftians, diough not large, 
who were members of the church, were a com- 
fort to me, and appeared to be pleafed and edified 
under my miniftry. I had, from time to time^ 
fome oppofers of the do£lrine8 which I preached. 
But being perfuaded, and knowing that they were 
the truths contained in divine revelation, this op- 
pofition, from whatever quarter, did not in the 
leaft deter or difcourage me from adhering to 
them and vindicating them publicly and in pri- 
vate. And this was the occafion of my under- 
ftanding them better, of enlarging my views of 
the extent and confiltency of the truths of chrif- 
tianity \ and more and more confirming and ef- 
tablifibing me in the knowledge and belief of, 
them. 

When I was difmiffed from Great-Barrington, 
I thought it not probable that I fliould refettlein 
the work of the miniftry, fince I could not think 
of fettling any where, unlefs With a church, 
which were friendly to the doflrincs and difci- 
piine which I believed and preached, and ap- 
peared, at leaft a good number of them, to be 
real chrijlians. And it was riot probable that 
fuch a church could be found, feeing religion 
appeared generally to be funk to fo low aa cbbj 
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and thedoariacs andjdifciplinc which! incul- 
cated, were fo much oppofed and rejedted. 

I was then engaged in writing a reply to Mn 
Mills entitled. Tie true ftate and charadler of the 
unregenerate^ Jlripped of all mifreprefentatipn and. 
difguife. In attending to and finiihing this I 
fpent fome months at home, and moil of the 
time rode on Saturday to North Canaan, abotit 
twelve miles from my houfe, and preached to 
that people, they having no minifter, and re- 
turned home on Monday. When that work was 
finilhed, and put to prefs at New-Haven, I Jet 
out on a journey to Bofton, defiring to vifit my 
dhriftian friends there, of whom I had a con- 
iiderable number, with whom I had a particular 
acquaintance, and who had fhown greal: and 
fpecial kindnefs to me for a number of years. 
Dodior Lowell being then aged and fick, unable 
to attend the work of the miniftry, a numb^of 
the church and congregation of the old fouth^ 
were defirous to have me introduced there. But 
ibme of the leading men in the church being op- 
pofed to it, exerted thcmfelves in oppofition jao 
it, and took meafures effe<SualIy to prevent it. 

"While I was in Bofton, there came a man 
from Topfliam, a town one hundred and fifty 
miles eaft of Bofton, on Kennebec river ; being 
fent to get a minifter to come and preach to tha 
people. Haviog been defirous for fometime to 
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get 2Cqnuated with that eaftera Country, di 
which I had heard much, I confented to gp, and 
arrived * there the beginning of June. I found 
{fae fettlement new^ the people ignorant and 
generally ftupid in matters -of religion ; and no 
ch^rdi or profeffijrs of tdtgion in the town^ 
The people, however, came pretty generally to 
hear me ; and many came from the adjacent 
•towns, theve being but few miniflers in thcfc 
parts. Theyprofcflfed highly to approve of my 
preaching, and none appeared to oppofc. When 
I had fpent a few fabbaths there, the committee 
came to me, and faid, the people appeared u-^ 
nanimous in defirtng me to (lay with them ; they 
therefore defired that I would confcntto have die 
people colk^ed in town meeting to fee if they 
wotxld invite me to fettle 'among them, in which^ 
"Without doubt, they would he tmanimous. I 
told them that they were but a yotnlg fettlemcnt, 
and their land^in general were uncultivated : 
that as I had a wife and a number of children, 
and was fo far advanced in Hfe, I did not believe; 
it my duty to move my family fo far, and fetde 
among them, in my time of life, and in their 
prefent ciroflrtiftances ; therefore would not ha;ve 
them think of calling a meeting of the peopkf in 
order to invite me to fettle with them : that X 
hoped they would find a young man, who might 
he willing to fettle with them.* 

^ MAoday JuM^xi, 1769. 6peat Saturday in faCting ^hi 
prayer, had a Variety of ezeiHcifes, more ftroag tkan com- 

I 
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I then concluded in x^j crwn mind^ that it 
would be 1117 duty to lire with mj fstmily at 
Great-BarringtoiH and cuddrate my farm for a 

moD, was in tears great part of the day ; IWthat I was obliged 
to.fliuc.myfelf.up, not fit to be feen. If ever I knew what 
it was, to caftmyfelf upon Chrift, I did ft) now. Sovereign 
gcace was all my plea, and all my hopt. I had imfpeakaMe 
pleafure in thinking that in me, there was a proper founda- 
tion for rhe ^ra#^ exereife and dtfplay of Ibvereign grace; 
even in my infinite, diftingniihed guilt, vilenefs and mifery : ' 
this afforded opportunity hx the exerciie of divine power," 
wifdom, and goodaefs, in all their infinite height aod liii* 
tude. That io sm, there was a broad i^^my for the trial o£ 
divine grace, on which it may have. full fcope, as k wer^, 
and ere.(ft the greated monument, to the.prai£eof the glory 
tf Ood's grace to aH eternity \ idj foul feemed to rejoice 
and exslt in this, more, vnfpeakably more than in my own 
falvatioD, coofidered as feparate from this. Yea, the latter, 
was as. nothing of no account, and not worth aficing- for, In 
comparifon with the fermef , or afide from that. 

My-ex!srcif«s were uaeommon,. and remarkable ua one re& 
pa^ viz. in the quick fuceefllM of light and joy, and dejec** 
tioD. and gloom. I was fomctimes lifted up, and then Uyoti 
caft down, and< my exerciies as it were obliterated. 

The chief things I prDpofed tO' feek God for to day weve, 
fifft» his direiftion and fmiles, wilk regard to my future cir- 
canaftances, and afcftilnefe in the world, with reipcd to 
which, I havehada variety of exereifea, which would fiU a 
volume were they aU recorded. 
- Secondly, For my chriftian friends. 

Third'y, For the church of Chrift, &c. 

This morning awoke with the worda of Cbrift in my mind 
^ ** he that hath my commandments^ and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me ; andhe that loveth me ihaU be loved of 
my father, and I will love him, and will manifeil myfell unto 
him.** I feemed to long to keep Chri(l*s commandments, 
and thought the great one was to love one another. I'his !ed , 
me when Iwaaup, to read the Z4th, 15 th and i6th chap- 
ters of John. And oh, how full of fweet indrudion are. 
they ! there is an additional, inexprefliblc fwtetncls in the 
bible now, which I never tafted befbrje. 
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living, rather than to fettle at Topsham, or any 
place like that j and felt reconciled to fach a 
plan, unlefs I fliould have fome better profpeft 
of fettling in the miniftrj. 

Saturday morning July x. Purpnfe to fpend this day in 
faftihg and prayer. The day it to be fpeht in the following 
manner. 

I. In attending to my fins, and confefiing them before 
God. 

a. In praying for pardon and holinefs. 

3. That God would make the path of duty plain before 
me, form me for his fervice, and improve me in it, 

4. In feeking mercies for my wife and children. . 

5. Praying for dire^ion and affiftance while with thi» 
people, that forac good may be done here. 

6. For my chridian friends, and kind benefddorfl. 

7- For the church of Chrift in general and for the world of 
mankind. Clofe the day with chankfgiving. 

t\''hen I firft rofe this morning, read the feventy firft Pfalm, 
wUh fome exercifcs of heart and plcafure. Many pafTsges, 
in it feemed applicable to my circumftances ; and I thought 
I could make ihem the language of my own heart. The 
imprecations on enemies, verfe, 13, 24, I couid apply toin- 
vlfible enemies, the devils,»and wicked men, confidered as 
enemies to me, becaufe enemies to Chrift, and fo far as thcj ' 
are fuch, they may be confumed and deftroyed. This it 
confiftcnt with their being converted and faved. 

" Their feet arefwiff to ihed blood, but how to de good 
they know not." This is the very charafier that I have been 
of,ail my days. Ali fin of omifEon or commi^Hon is fhedding 
hlood, it is mifchicf, it is murder. In all my connedlions, I 
have been conftantly guilty of omitting fomething which I 
ought to have done for their good, or doing fomething which 
tended to their hurt. I have miffed ten thoufand opportuni- 
ties to do good, and have not fccn them till they were paft, 
through the ftupidity and wickednefs of my heart. If I have 
everdefired todoany good, it has been the efft&. of fover- 
cign grace. 

I have been longing to get rid of fin — ^the thought of living 
as I have, is drea&ul. In this fenfe I groan being burdened ! . 
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While I was in this fituation, in the begins 
ning of July, I received a letter from the cora- 
anittee of the firft congregational church in 

Wcdntfday morniiig July 5. I have had a fwcet hour bc» 
tween nine and ten. Surely if the high^ enjoyments en 
earth were all laid at my feet, to have them to all eternity 
TvithoutGod, I would not give this hour's enjoyment for 
them .all : Yea I would defpife them. '* It is good for me, 
t0 flraw near to God." How fwift, and how fweetly do 
ideas pafs the mind, when it is in any mcafure in a right 
frame ! It is impoflible to exprefs all the thoughts and ideas, 
which have pafied my mind in this hour on my knees before 
God 1 " There is none on earth that I defire Befidgs tbre,*' 
wrere words to which my foul did echo, and which I could 
efpoufe with all my heart. Befidts, theg, that is afide from 
thee, or without thee, and not in union with thee. 1 con- 
cluded with a folemn, and I hope heatty dedication of my- 
felf to God, believing that he could, ana in a degree of con- 
fidence that he would, do more than J am able to alk, or 
conceive. 

Tuefday morning July 6. Rofe early this morning, and Q 
ailonifhing that I may fay it ! have had a gracioiss, and moft 
fwcft vifit from God. When I firft attempted to bow be- 
fore God, I feltmyfelf, all at once in the prefcnce of the all 
feeing, infinitely wife, good, and every way moft excellent 
»nd glorious Gfod, who is wonderful in counfel and excellent 
in working. My foul adored and loved, and rejoiced in 
him. My foul was drawn out in ftrong and fweet cxerc'fcs^ 
of love and praife, in a view of what G«d is in himfelf, and 
as manifefted in his works. My foul would praife God, Ice 
him do what he would with me. I faid I will praife thee at 
long as I live, and blefs thy name while I have a being. O, 
how did my heart rejoice and exult that there is fuel a God / 
.WM'dscannotutterit, nor can I write a thoufandth part of 
my exerciiiet. .It appeared fopiething wonderfully great, and 
inexpxefiibly deiirahle, to be the inftrumcnt of bringing but 
one foul to therknowledge of ^his glorious God — of turning 
men from darlnefs to this marvellous light. 

Thismormng, I have been led to view, and addrcfstJod, 
confidtred in his abfojute, divine perfcAion, and addrefs him 
M and through Chrift, more than is common for me. I gene- 

Fa 
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Newport, with an invitation to com^ and preach 
to them, with a view to fettle with them, if tficy 
and I could agree, 

rally, when I havt the ^eateft freedom at the throne of 
grace, fpeak direftly to ChriA, as if he was in a fenfe, the 
oaly obje^ of woHhip, being God, and having all power in 
heaven and earth ; but nowit wasotherwife^ 

I have (bmetunes been troubled .about this matter, and' 
feared I had no right ideas of the father, and the fon, of 
God and Chrift, as I feemed not to know how to ci>nceive of 
them, and addrefs them in my devotions; And have been 
\ iience led to alk that I might know che only true God, and 

Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent ; might have ideas, and con- 
*\A cepcionsof the glorious God and Saviour, agreeable, andan- 
■''r fwerablc to the revelation he has made of himfelf. I hav^ 
. i been more fatisfied about it, dds morning, t now believe 

that chrilHans may have diifercnt views withT refped to thisi 
and yet all be right. Sometimes their minds may be .fix<d 
on Chrift, in whom dwells all the futlnefs of the Godhead ; 
9nd, he may be more immediately th.e Qbjt<H: of their adora- . 
Hon and worihip, addrefliog him more diredly, in which 
he is confidered as fet up by the father, and invefted with all 
authority, and fo comprehending ail that h c<dled God, At 
other times, they may have their minds more efpef ially fixed 
• on the divine pcrfe«ftions, more abfolately confidered, yet 

not exdufively of Chrift the mediator, and jfo more dire^Iy 
addrefs God over all blefled forever as exprcifing mercy 
through a mediator. And I believe different chriftians may,, 
in a ftated way, differ in this refpe($ in their view and ad- 
dreffes ; and fo be naturally led to talk of their exercifes in a 
little different language ; fome fpeaking more of God, otherf 
more of Chrift. Our ideas are very fcant at beft, and we 
, fee but by parts and in a very partial manner. Hence virhen 

we view God in one attitude, if I may fo exprefs it, his other 
relations and attitudes are more out of 0ght, and lefs* attend'- 
ed to. Yet when all our ideas and views, art compared 
together, they are perfe<^Iy Uniform gnd confident,' however 
various and different they may hs. 

3 o'clock. Have had a fweet time in a walk .in the wood#. 
Had more hope and confidence before God, that t fhoul^ 
dwell with him forever in his kingdom, than I ever had be* 
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0» the idh July I left Topsham to go to 
Newport, by way of Bofton and Providence, 
and aniyed at Newport on f^day^ July a i, and 
preached my firft fermon there on Lord's day 
July 23.* 

fore. Chriil appeared g^eat and glorious in redeeming his 

i»«ople from' all iniquity ; -and even in redeeming one fudi 
but as mine. I faid, ** I will praife thee foreyer" but thit 
tribute appeared toothing. Then I faid, " let all the angel* 
prsLiCs thee for thy wonderful works to meJ" But this alfo 
appeared to be little, which led me to fay, glorify thyfelf. 

• Saturday September 30. Have been reading the ijtfr 
Pfalm, with application to myfelf, have particularly attended 
to the 7th vcrfe» where the Pfalmid deftres that God would 
give what heaiksfor, fcrhis goodntfs fake^ i. e. for the fake of 
3te difplay of his goodncfs, as there muft he a great and 
Wonderful exercife an* difplay of it in ihewiog mercy to him,, 
who WAS fo finfuf, unworthy and illdeferving. This has 
fceen often my only refuge and plea. Sod (hews mercy, for 
hU goodnefs faie. This is a reafon then why he ihould fhcw 
mercy to me, for his own goodnefs, cannot be more difplayed 
and honored than in his being good to me. Blefied be God for 
this plea. 1 can now fay, " pardon mine iniquity /or // U 
great" verfc 11. . 

Novcniber lo. Had a pleaflint fcafon this morning foon 
after I rofc. It began with defires after the holy fpirit. I 
faw this was all I wanted, all I could aft for v and pleaded 
the promife, '* Aft, and ye fliall receive." Th'tfe words o^ 
Chrift were on my mind, he ihatforfaketh houfe, or land.% 
&c. &c. I thought I had a heart to do this^und blefied Chrift 
that he had given fucK a heart, as the gr^ht/^ poiTible gift, 
infinitely greater than ta h«te the whole world oeft^ued on 
me. T know 1 ought to be wiliing to fuffer and die in the 
caufc df ttath, Oh that Chrift would give me fuch a heart. 

Jamiary 6, 1770. I have been walking in a rope walk, by 
myfelf. There I dedicated myfelf X.% Jefus Chrift, with 
ftrength of hrtrt and with unfpeakable joy. I Wt it to be 
M amaeing privilege that I might be devoted to him, and 
that h« would accept fuohan ofScring, I felttliAt I was vadcr 
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I had not been at Newport mote than fife or 
fix weeks before the church and congregsitiod 
gave rac a call to come and fettle among them in 
the work of the miniftry. I took the matter into 
confideration, and went home to mjr family ; 
and after a few weeks returned with a determina- 

Infinrte obligations to this, and that the obli^tion. U every 
Mray unbounded and that there is a peculiar happinefs in being 
thus obliged to him. 

T have promifed that by his grace I never will recall thii 
dedication of myfelf to him, praying him to fubdue every 
thing in my heart that oppofes this confecratiou, and that 
he would caufe it to rife higher and higher continually. 

Saturday, near funfet, January 13. Have had fome fenfi: 
of God*s mercies to day, and fame difpofition to praife him 
for his wonderful goodnefs. I have had a degree of confi- 
dence that I am devoted to God. I c«ft myfelf, and all my 
concerns, the concerns of the church, and the world 4>n himg 
with fame degree of fenfible refignation and cheerfu'nefa. 
Have had more ftrong defires than ever for the good of the 
congregation I am preaching to ; and have been enabled to 
plead for it with God: My mouth has been filled withar- 

fuments and have had ftrong defires to be the inCbrument of 
uildingof it up. 

Thj^rfdiy evening January rt. Have begun to write re- 
xtiarks upon Mr. Hart, and think it my duty to profecute it 
as faft as I can, fuppofing I am called to it by God. O that 
God would guide my heart, and my pen, through the 
whole. f^ 



I.ord*i day^.i',,« i^y 21. Preached from Heb. ii. 5. How 
(ball we cfcaji^ ^ had. freedom of fpeech, and now feel 
ca'm and eafy m* "my mind, as having in fome meafure de* 
clared the troth clearly and plainly, and recomniended myfelf 
to mea*« confcieo^es in the fight of God. I pray God to 
give his blefliog to what has been Odd, may it be the means 
of (alvatlon to fome poor foul 

Saturday Jaiuary 27. I feemed to have fome fenfe, to 
day, of God's goodnefs to me, it fnrpafles all expr«ffiofi— « 
all thought Oh ! how reafonable, how comely is prai^ 1 
I^et me fpend an eternity in this ! 
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tion to comply with their inTitation, as I found 
here a number who appeared to be excellent 
chriftians, and the bcft regulated church thai? I 
had fecn. But when I returned the committee 
came to me, and faid that in mj abfence a num- 
ber in the congregation had appeared diffatisfied 
with my do3:rines, and pains had been taken to 
promote prejudices againft me. They therefore 

Monday morniog 4 o*clock. Hare been worried about 
my preaching yefterday. 1 believe it wat the truth, . hut 
perhaps I had better not have preached it then, but I fufpedt 
the devil has a hand in my uneafinefs, and perplexity. Oh 
that Chrift would deliver me from this roaring lion, and baf- 
fle and cotxfonnd him ! I know he wilf, and that however 
ifflpmdent I am, and whatever advantage the devil gets by 
it at prefent, it fhali all turn againft him at lad , aad he fliall 
be moft efFe&ually difappointed and confounded. This iff 
feme comlbrt to me, I think ; but it is unfpeakably dreadful 
to me, to think of giving him advantage by my imprudence- 
and fin. O Lord, in thy righteoufnefs deliver me from thir 
ftibtle, povrcrful, cruel, unjuft, injurious foe ! He has no 
right to feck my ruin or the rain of others. So f»r as I ain 
againft him and defire to oppofe him , and iincerely cry to 
thee for deliverance, and his overthrow, I am in a rlgtteout 
cavfsy O deliver ac in thy righteoufnefs. Let him be biafted 
forever ! * 

Saturday evening February xo. Have had freedom, in 
thought, and prayer— have been enabled to caft" all my cares 
and burdens on God, as an infinitely full fountain* and the 
portion which my foul defires. 1 have fometimes feemed to 
have nothing to pray for ; every thing is right, and }uft as t 
flionld defire to have it- be. So long as Chrift reigns and has 
every thing in his hands, I fcein to have nothing to do, but 
praife. 

It feems to me I have fome higher fenfe of what is meant 
by living by faith •n tbgfon of God, than I ufed to have. It is 
to make Chrift all, to feek him for every ibing^ and live en- 
tirely on hisexpence and charges, having nothing of our own 
but emptinefs and poverty. 
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wiflifd that I would hot give anyranlircrta docir 
call atprefent, but defired me to. continue to 
pKach with them, by which tlusy hoped the pre«. 
judices agaiofl: ms which had taken place wouli 
Axbfide. I eomp^ied: with their ddire^ and eon** 
tmued to preadh tO' theiB till fomc time m Marcb.^ 
My friends^ ahd the committee then thought ilr 
was bcA to ca>l the church a»d congregatinr 
together, to fee if they would renew the call 
they had given me to fettle with them, fuppofing. 
they would be fo. unanimous that I ihould coafent 
to ftay. ' But when the leaders ahiong thofewho 
were diilatisfied were informed of this proce^ 
ing, they exerted thcmfelres to get people to* 
fubfcribe in oppofitioft to my fettling among 
them ; and. when the coiigregation meV it ap^ 
peared that there were more ftibfcribers agaitift 
me, than these were for me. And the com^ 
mittee were defired to infonn me of th« ftate of 
the cafe.* This decided the afiair which had 

* Saturday, MarcK 3. I think t have given up everyk 
point but this. viz. that the path of duty may be made plain. 
If I have a call to leave Newport* and ihalf fee it to be (b, I 
think I can cheerfully go forth not knowing whether 1 am to 
go. And I have a p< eaikig hope and confidence that the way 
vill be made p'ain» why (houM t not (rufl in that God for 
this, who hag hitherto led me in a flain ^atb efpecially ever 
ilnce I have- had a heart to feek this in a more particular 
. manner, making it my great pedrioa, not caring fo much 
what Ood called me to, if his call might be made cleaf ao<^ 
pitin.- 

God*s goodnefi has been, increafing upon me continsallyf 
and I wilt hope in him for I ihali yet praife him. I wiH now 
praife him for all his wonderful gdodnefs to me, which is in- 
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htea Jong in firfpcnfe, and the way ww clear fof 

my leaving JNewpart 5 and I f ek a fatisfctf^ion , 
' that the paA of duty was made to clear ; and 
diat my ^cnds who had been fo defiroos that I 
ihould Ibttle with them^ Would have .no objeo* 
tion, but juftify me ia leaving, tbem. And! 
had a degree of pleafure, in the fought of rci* 

4eed bcfood ftU accouDt. God. hu fotgiven me from my 
youth unto this day^ and why may T not truft in him now ? 
Bf hUgnce I trill ; on him I caft myftfi, en fiim I rtlf ier 
lacdonihg, abd tiipholdia^ mercy. 

Lord*9 dapr evening, March. 4. Had fame ttacommon ez» 
crcifes, this morning* J ionged to be improved in the work 
ti die mhHllry, «kat Chrift wonM be with me and makt 
jBc a Weffiqg. I offered myfeff, defiring that he woitld ien^ 
me, -fioce he had £6 mvch work to do in the world* and fince 
hemnft employ nnwotthy, guilty linners. I offered myfelf, 
49 Aich an one : and iince he gUrified himfelf in amproviog 
fiichf- the jnor£> unworthy and vile, the nM}re he would be 
glorified. I therefore made this an argument that I might be 
unproved, as I was the meft guilty and vile, that could be 
found. 

March 7. Feel calm, refigned, and in f<MBe degree thank-^ 
tut Oh ! what coinfalation is it that Cod reigns, and will 
Jtak« the bed care of his own honorand intereft ! And what 
an h) finite mercy, that I may hopct and be confident^ that 
Hu G0d, is my God «id K^deemcr. 

March xp. This day, I h«d news brought me that thrte 
men who had been m^fk fteadyin oppofingme, declared Jaft 
■evening, that they were forry they had oppoftd me, and 
>thcy were bow defirous that I would ftay and (ettle with thesi. 
-They were brought to this, by my (arcwcii fermon. It is 
4ud this /ermon has had greater effe^ than all my preaching 
Wore. Some who have thought it not beft for me to ftay, 
■now appear zealous for my fiaying. This is al! wonderful. 
I defire to ftand flill and fee the hand, the falvatxon of God I 
• How greatly are my •bligstions incrcafed to truft in God, to 
iive to him, and follow him tn the da^k I vf^atmattcr lor 
|>raife and gratitude. 
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turning home to my family, and livbg a private 
life on my farm. I therefore gave my anfwer to 
the people on the next fabbath, and preached mj 
farewell fermon, expefting to go to my family 
that week. The congregation appeared .atten- 
tive and folemn, and numbers were obferved to 
weep.* 

The next morning it was reported, where I 
lodged, that there appeared to be a revolution in 
the congregation : That feveral of the leaders 
in the oppofition to me appeared to repent of 
what they had done, and faid that their con- 
iciences accufed them fo feverely of their wick- 
ednefs in what they had done, that they had little 
or no fleep during the night ; and were now de* 
termined to do all they could to prevent my leav- 

* March 21. My mind has been full of comfort and joy 
this morning. Have had unfpeakably fweet ezercifcs, more 
than can be mentioned. The fuccefs of my preaching, laft 
fabbath, is an inilance of God's goodnefs, beyond any thin^ 
of the kind I ever experienced before ! The walls of Jeri- 
cho are fallen down by the blowing of ram's horns. 

Friday March 23. The amazing inftance of laft fabbatfa, 
dwells on my mind, though I fear it will not be improved by 
me as it ought. When the walls of Jericho fell flat before 
the people of Ifrael an accurfcd thing was foon found in the 
campi All was not dedicated to the Lord, and he was dif- 
pleafed. How juftly difpleafed may he be, if this remarka- 
ble iixterpofitidn of divine providence (hould not be all cod- 
fecrated to his praife, and honor. Oh Lord, keep me back 
from coveting any thing of the fpoils of this vidory to my^ 
felfi to be improved in the gratification of my pride and 
worldiinefs^^Tkis I am in the utmoft danger of, and ihall do 
worfe than Achao did, unlefs the Lord hold me back. O ma)e 
all be coofccratcd to thy glory. 
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ihg them. And accordingly they went to thofe 
whom they had influenced to fubfcribe agaiiift 
my flaying, to perfuade them to retraft. And 
that evening two or three of thofe who had been 
at the head of the oppofition to me, came to 
me, and confefled they had oppofed my fettling 
in the congregation, and influenced as many as 
they could againft me. But now were convinced 
they had done wrong, and had taken pains to 
U^ndo what they had done, and perfuade thofe 
whom they had influenced to appear againft my 
fettling among them, to aker their fentiments 
and condudl •, that they now fmcerely defired 
that I would ftay and be their minifler, &c. And 
I was at the fame time informed that a number 
6i the congregation, who had been in a great 
degree indifferent with regard to my ftaying or 
going away, now appeared to be aroufed and en- 
gaged in favor o'f my ftaying, and faid they 
would do all in their power to prevent my leaving 
them. 

The next day the committee of the congrega- 
tton applied to me, and faid that it appeared 
that thofe who had been in oppofition to my fct- 
tlement among them, had retraced, and were 
now defirous that I would ftay with tliem 5 at 
leaft, this was true of the moft of them : And 
they believed, if the chutch and congregjitioii 
were now to meet, they would be unanimous^ 
oY nearly fo in renewing their former invitation 

G 
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to me to fettle with thcrti in the miaiftry. They 
therefore de fired me to ftay till the church and 
congregation could be called together, and renew 
their call, if they fliould appear, when met, difr 
pofed to do it. I confented to this, and in the 
b.'ginning of the next week the church and con- 
gregation met, and renewed their invitation te 
n;e to. fettle in the miniftry with them. In this 
thty were almoft unanimous : but two or three 
or the congregation, diflented, who had little or 
y.Q influence in the congregation. And two or 
three of the church, chofe to be acutcrs, and 
vote neither for, nor againft it. 

Upon this I confented to fettle with them' 5 
and the committee of the church, agreed witk 
me that the inftalment fliould be on the eleventh, 
day of April j and to fend to five churches t6 
aflift in the tranfa£lion. Which, accordingly^, 
took place on April II, 1770. 

This event appeared to give fatisfadJion to alL 
And it was a time of peculiar gratitude and jef 
to my chrif^ian friends, of whom there was a 
confiderable number, who had fteadily adhered 
to me, from nly firft acquaintance with them.- 
A'nd their pious aBeftions, gratitude and joy" 
were greatly heightened, by the dark and trying 
fcene whith preceded, in ray being apparently 
rejefled by the congregation, and confequently' 
determined to kav^ them j and the remarkable 
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manoer in which a revolution took* place in fa- 
vor of my (laying, in which the hand of God 
was fo confpicoons. And it was a peculiar fatls- 
faftion to mc, that God had in fuch a manner 
opened the way for my fettling here, and made 
the way of duty fo plain ; and that fuch a num- 
ber of very dear and excellent chriflian friends 
were hereby fo greatly gratified. And I conflder- 
cd myfelf to be under new and greater obliga- 
tions to* devote myfelf to the fervice of Jdus 
Chrift^ and to faithfulnefs to him, and the chi;rc]i 
and congregation to whom I now flood related 
as their pallor and miniflcr. And now, with 
Ihame I reflefl upon my great deficiency. I faid 
I would be wife ; but it has been far from me ! 

Lord, enter not into judgment with me ; for 

1 cannot ftand, or anfwer. I fly to pardoning 
mercy, through the atonement of Chrift, as my 
Qnly refuge. 

• After I was thus fettled, a confiderable num- 
ber were added to the church, which confided, 
I think, of above one hundred members, male 
and female. I preached a lefkure every Thurf- 
day evening, which was well attended. I in- 
vited the young people to meet at my houfe, tlie 
males on one week and the females on the next ; 
and fo to continue to meet every week alternately, 
to have queftions propofed to them, which they 
were to anfwer, &c. Above forty .young men 
fubfcribed to an engagement to attend thofe 
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meetings : and more than feventy young wofnen 
After thofc meetings were attended a confidera- 
bletime, I propofed that inftead of thefe, which 
began to decline, I would attend a lediure every 
f^bbath evening at 6 o'clock in the meeting 
^oisCe, in which I would explain to the young 
people the fliorter catechifm, compofed by the Af* 
fembly of Divines at Weftminifter. The young 
people to fit by themfelves in the body of the 
meeting houfe below ; and elder people who 
were dilpofed to come, to Ct in the gallery, and 
the 'pews round the fides of the houfe below. 
Thefe leflures were crouded ; the congregation 
being larger then than at the meetings in the form- 
ed part of the day, as numbers attended them from 
Other congregations in town. And the young 
people appeared attentive, gave conftant attend- 
ance, and behaved decently. 

When I had gone through the catechifm in 
this way, I undertook to give a hifiory of the 
hibhy in a courfe of leftures, endeavouring toe 
]oin entertainment with inftruftion, and rdi-c 
gious, profit^e refle<9:ions, particularly appli*. 
cable to young perfons. Thefe Jeftures were 
continued, and >i«reil attended^ till they were^ 
broken up by the war betMpeen Britain and 
America. j^ 

My continuance in peace and quietnefs in tjii* 
fituation and bufincfs, was not more than four 
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M»d it was thought beft to fend toy family away 
toiwc oa my itrih at Great Barringtoii. I 
emtms^d, hawemsr^ m Newport, «tilitheBriti(h 
topk poffibffioQ of it in the latter md of the 
f«^ 177^ Trfwn I left the t»wn, and retired to 
my £iniily^ where I had been a few monAs 
brfwsc, and wasinocdated, wkh my family for 
^ Xmali pox, through which we were carried 
fa«ouxsibly. 

Ifpentgrcatpartof the fiimmer of 1777 at 
N^^rbiUTf port, preaching to the congregation, 
whit^ waa then, I bdieve, the lajigcft in Amer* 
ic4, b^ng deilifeutc by the then late death of Mr, 
JP^rfcws, The next winter I fpcnt at Csmterbury 
m Connejaicut, preaching to a deftitute congre- 
'gation there. And early in the fpring I went ta 
iStamfordj to a deftitute congregation, to which 
I preached during the fummer of 1778, And 
ki the fall pf tha-t year I left the old town of 
Sftamford, and preached to a parifh'in the feme 
towcj thee called Woodpecker-Ridgfe, iiow 
<^Ued North Stamford. Here I had my wife 
«id one daughter with me, and continued here 
Aipngb the wintjsr and fmnnacr of 1779, and 
the wmter of 1780. ,Ia the fpring of that 
year ray wife and daughter went to Great 
Barrington and I went to Newport, the Britifli 
kmiig left ift the f aU befof e. 
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My church and congrc^tion were gxeadjr 
* diminiflied*. Some had died, while the Bridfh 
w<sre here> and many had remoTed into the 
country, who hadnot yet returned, and numbers 
were fo fettled in the country, that they were not 
likely to return foon, if ever. And thofe who 
remained in town werd fo reduced in their woiid- 
ly ckcumdances, and deye^ion. of their niiad% 
by Imng folong under the tyranny of the Brii* 
i(h, that, excepting a very few^ they had not 
courage enough to think or do much to preferve 
^ congregation from coming to nodiing, by 
fupporting the preaching of tbe-gofp^l. And 
it was a particular difcoux:a^met»t!hBt^be m^tt-^ 
ing hottfe was fo damaged, by being made « 
barrack for foldiers, that we could not meet in i€. 
The bell was taken away by the Britifht whea 
diey left the town ; and the pulpit and moft of 
the infide work was demolifiied or taken away. 
And the few who were here had not courage or 
ability to repair it. I continued nto^e than a 
year ^mong them, while in this fituattoi^, hav- 
ing no fi^^rt, but what was given by a few 
generous frkods : the congregation d6ing notb* 
ing, as a congregration, not having courage to 
attempt to have fo much as a public contribotioat 
for a cpnfiderable time. 

Having continued in this fituation abofe » 
ye^, I thot^ht it was not my daty> or evss 
right to ftay with them imy longer, uolefs ihey 
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dUA^ht themfelvcs aMc, and were willing to 
fejipcnrt me and my famHy : efpecialiy as I had 
a.pT^ng invitation frcnn the church and people 
at Middleborough to fettle with them, where t 
and my family mights be comfortably fupported. 
Iletdbe church and congregation know this, 
and told them that I was willing and defirous to 
^pend my.Iife with them, if I could live among 
dusm with my family. But if thi» could not be, 
I flioiikl think it my duty tp leare them, and 
aeoef^ of the invitation I had eUewhere ^ or 
Kturn home, and live on my farm. Upon thiii 
they had a meeting to fee what could be done : 
at which meeting the people appeared fo much 
concerned and engaged in the matter, and fo 
defirous to have me ftay with them, and made a 
fidyferipticm to that end fo much more than wa« 
CMpeGtedy that they ient to me their 4efire that I 
would ftay with them, and fend for my wife and 
^mily ^ as they hoped to be aUe to fupport us 
comfortably* 

V. 1 then concluded to ftay at Newport ; and my 
Hflfe.andone daughter came to live with me, as 
tjiereftof my children were otherwife fettled. 
7b(ce was. no particular fum mentioned which 
they would give ; and thus I hav<B lived ever 
fince, reeeivii^ what has been given by a week- 
fy contaMbuttctei, and dos^ations which particular 
friends have made. I have tafejn care not to run 
mitebtfor tbepe^eSariespf/JiijFe^ » though fre- 
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quendy if a d^ar extr«o!)[rdiikaiy bd4 bee&<:aU 
kd for^ it would lutre rendered toe a bankrp^ 
Ibstve endo^rajsred to bve a£ cHicsp and i»w a^ 
. I could, and be oomfortabk^ joid anfwer ths 
ends of liyinginmjrftation and bufinefs ; and. 
have experienced, dicough a courfe of years re* 
markable interpofi^ns in divine pi^videnoe, hf 
which I have been fufiplied with the neeeffittfiei 
of life 15^ ways Ainthought lof ; and have %eeii 
preferve3 from buffering, for want -of food or 
raiment, whether I -received left or ino^; 
When more than cofnmoa has been given, eafl§ 
for living have been equally greater ; and v^heil 
I have received but little, there has been a left 
demand for neceffaries to fupport the family^ 
and lefs has been 'as fufficient as more. TbU 
has made me often think of what is faid of the 
children of Ifrael, widirefpeQ: to the manna on 
which they lived. <« He that gatberied much, 
had nothing over, and he thzt gathered liltle had 
no lack." I have been faved from anxiety about 
living : and have had a thoufand times lefs caire' 
and trouble about the world, than if I had a 
^great abundance, and been in high life, attcn*. 
•cd with fcrvants, equipage, tnuch comply, 
entertainments and high living. Bekig thus 
■freed from worldly care and ai«x4ety., endeavoitt^ 
ing to call my care on God, with tefptsSt le 
living, not fe Aing great '^mtgs in the wot^d % Mt ' 
feeing in a great meafiire toconne£led widr^ 
gveat aaddck in tSie wotM, a^ gay^ i^nprofitau- 
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bfe company, I have had more time to attend to 
my ftudies, in which^ and in a retired life, I 
have taken the greateft pleafure.- And particu- 
larly have had leifure to write my fyftem of 
divinity y which I hope will not prove ufelefs. , 

The church and congregation have been 
enabled, by divme providence^ in fome good 
m^fure tp_repair the meeting houfe; and do 
ypt fubfift. But they are fo diminifhed by deaths 
apd removals-; that the appearance now is, that 
when death fhall remove me from them, which 
may be expe£ked to be foon, they will be diiToU 
ved as a church and congregation, unlefs there 
ihould be an unexpeded revolution in their 
difpofitions or circumftances. But this I would 
leave with him, who knows what to do with me> 
with them^ and with all things, elfe* 

As to my domeftic affairs. I have had eight 
children : Five fons and three daughters, all 
which lived to grow up ; and all of them have 
been, married, except my youngeft fon, who 
died in Maryland on the 26th February 1788, 
in the twenty fifth year of his age. My three 
djNUghters were married, and are now dead. 
The oldeft left two fons. The fecond left a 
daughter, who now lives with me. The third 
left an infant fon, who now lives with his fath- 
&s parents in Vermont. My two oldeft daugh- 
ters^were profeflbrs of p^ion^ and were hope- 
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fully real chriftians. The jroungeft died in hopa 
that ffae was a chriftian, and her appearance and 
converfation wwe fuch in her iafl ficknefs^ thai 
ker friends who were with her and heard her 
converfe, had hope for her> diat (he made a hap- 
py end. I have four fons yet Hiring. One of 
them, the oldcft lives in Maryland, near Balti- 
more. Another, the third lives in the weRcm 
part of Virginia. I attempted to give hkn a 
public education, and he was a member of Ac 
college at Princeton two years or more ; but 
want of health prevented his continuing there 
till he had' a degree. My other two fons live at 
Great Barrington. 

My wife was attended with a fcrof ukms, flow 
confumption for a great part of the laft twenty 
years of her life ; and a number of tim€« ap- 
peared to be almoft gone, and then would revive 
again and be better for a time. She indured. 
great diftrefs of body, almoft conftantly for 
years. In May, 1793, I went to Great Bar- 
rington with her, by water as far as Hudfon, 
hoping the journey, and livitig with her children: 
in the country might be for her health and com- 
fort. She bore her journey better than was- 
feared, and appeared better when fhe arrived 
there, than when fhe fet out ; and cimtinued 
better great part of the fummer. But in the 
end of July and in Auguft, Ihe grew worfe ;, 
and died on the laft day of Auguft 1793) in the 
fixty eighth year of her age. 
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She was a profefTor of rel^ion, and I hope a 
real chriftian. In the latter part of her life, 
under her bodily diforders, which were very 
diftreffing, efpecially at times, Qie appeared to 
cxercife chriftian patience and refignation ; and 
to have a ftedfaft belief of the great truths of 
chriftianitjr, and a fenfe of their weight and 
importance* 

. After the death <^ my wife, I was kit alone 
at Newporti as to relatives, not having the mofk 
diftant relation, within many miles ^ that places 

On the 14th September 1794, I was married 
to Mifs Elizabeth Weft> who was fixteen of 
feventeen years younger than myfelf. She was 
born and educated in Bofton ; but had lived i» 
Newport a number of years. 1 have had a 
particular acijuaintance with her for more than 
thirty years, whom I efteemed as a chriftian of 
uncommon difcernihent with refpect to the 
■doftrines of chriftianity 5 and moft ftncerely 
devoted to the fervice of Chrift. In our union 
in this neareft relation, we have had the appro- / 
bation of our chriftian friends here and elfe- 
where, who have appeared to be pleafed and 
gtatified by it. Which has been an addition td' 
dUr happinefs in this relation. ^ I have thought 
myfelf greatly favoured, and peculiarly happy 
in finding fuch a wife, who has been willing id 
come into this relation with me ; and eftcem U 
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as one of the greateft favours of my life to have 
fiich a companion in niy advanced years, in 
whpfe prudence, good family economy, friend- 
ihip, and benevolent care I can confide i and 
who is to me the iirft objeft among creatures, of 
the love of efteem, benevolence, complacency 
and gratitude. 

My bodily conftitution, I believe, has been 
much better, than moft of thofe who live a fe- 
dentary life. In the former part of my life, in- 
deed, from the twenty fitft to the thirty-fifth 
or fortieth year of my age, my conftitution was 
rather flender and infirm ; but not fo as to pre- 
vent my attending to bufmefs and my ftudy, as 
much or more than is common among minifters. 
Since that time of life my conftitution has beert 
better, and I have enjoyed generally a good ftate 
of bodily health ; and. have been, able to ftudy' 
fourteen and frequently eighteen hours in a day, 
generally rifing at 4 o'clock in the morning, or 
between four and five ; efpecially in the winter 
feafon. I have had feveral fits of ficknefs, in 
which I have been brought very low, and have^ 
been thought by my friends to be near death. 
But thefe ill turns have not broken my conftitu- ' 
tion, but have appeared to be the means of my " 
better health, as this has generally been the con- 
fequence ; and I now enjoy more bodily eafe, 
health and ftrength, than is common to men of 
my age, Tliis, and every thing delating to my 
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life, even the moft minute circumftance^ I know 
is ordered by God, to anfwer tome wife and 
gpod end ; And when he (hall have no more to 
dp for and by me in this world, he will take mc 
out of it« How foon, and in what way this will 
be I know not. Nor have I any reafon to be in 
the leaft anxious about it. May I vrifely im- 
prove the gifts of heaven, and life and health, 
while I enjoy them, and be always ready to quit 
this life, whenever I (hall be called to do ij: ! 

Of my perfonal religion, I have given fome ac* 
count already. I have never in the courfe of my 
life, fince I firft entertained a hope that I had 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth, 
given up my hope, and come to a fettled conclu- 
fion that I had no grace j but my doubts have 
frequently rofe very high. Many times my exer- 
cifes have been fuch, as for a time to exclude all 
doubts. But I have been conftantly confciousf 
that I have always fallen unfpeakably below what 
I ought to' be, and what I hoped I fliould be- 
My ftrongeft religious exercifes, and highcft en- 
joyments have taken place in my retirement and 
fecret devotions 5 and in my public performances, 
praying and preaching have generally been very 
low ; which I have fometimes fufpedted was an 
argument that my religion is not genuine. I 
know it is an argument againft me, that I am 
very finfuUy defeSive in my focial and public 
religion ! I have been frequently carried out in 
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fecret in views of divine truth, and exetcifeiSi 
even Jo an ecftafy, while tears have flowed abun- 
dantly, with groanings and dcfires truly unut- 
terable. My rell^us emotions and cxercifes 
ot.foul in the view^ the truths refpefking God, 
and tt^ Saviour, the way of falvation, my own 
evil chara£ker, &c. have been unfpeakably more 
lively and flrong, than any "emotions and cxer- 
cifes I have ever experienced, r refpeSing any 
worldly, temporal objedks. I have loved retire- 
ment, and have never been comfortable when 
deprived of it ; and have taken more pleafure 
ahne^ than in any company : And have often 
chofen to ride alone, when on a journey, rather 
than in the beft company. I have for a long 
courfe of years, even from my firft entering on 
the work of the miniftry, fpent the laft day of 
the week in retirement, and in falling and 
prayer, unlcfs interrupted by fomcthing , ex- 
traordinary J and have found great advantage 
by it. This I have pradiced not as a burden and 
talk, but as. a privilege. I have felt and knowii 
myfelf to be a low and fhameful chriftian, if I 
were one 5 and have generally refledled on my- 
felf, charafter and condudl, as a chriftian and 
minifter of the gofpel, with a painful Jliame and 
felf condemnation, of which none , can have 
conception .but thofe who have felt the fame ; 
knowing that in many things I offend, and in 
every thing have come unfpeakably ftiort of what 
I ought to do and be, confidering my advantages. 
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mercies and obligations. My life and character 
and* all lAy exercifips axe ftained with fuch an aw«- 
ful degree of moral depravity and pollution, that 
I feel niyfelf infinitely far from any righteouf- 
nefs or moral goodnefs that can recommend me 
tq the favour of Grod 5 and if I am dealt with 
according to my moral chara£ter and defert, I 
muft be caft off by God, and made mifcrablc 
forever. I have no refuge but the righteoufnefs, 
the infinite merit and worthinefs of Chrift. In 
him I hope 5 to him I come for pardon, juftifica- 
tion and redemption from all iniquity, while I 
am willing to be confidered as infinitely unwor- 
thy and ill dcferving, even the greateft finner 
that is, or ever was on earth : And know that 
if I am faved, it will be wholly owing to mere, 
infinite, fovereign grace .5 to eternal, elefting 
love i for which I cannot give or conceive any 
reafon but that which was given by the Son of 
God, ** even fo. Father, for fo it feemed good 
in thy fight." I am truly afliamcd of myfelf, 
that I have lived fo long, and have made fo little 
advances in mental religious attainments ; and 
amy at the fame time, confcious that I fee but 
very little of my fhameful depravity which has 
aftually taken place, and now exifts, and as it is 
viewed by the omnifcient Saviour ; and there- 
fore my confeflions, fliame and humiliation, in 
his fight are inconfid'crable, and nothing, com- 
pared with my real fhameful depravity and odi- 
oufnefs. And that petition well becomes me, 
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« God, be m^ciful to me a finner !" And how 
happy arc they who can and do underftandingly 
heartily and conftantly make it ! I have kept a 
journal at fome feafons of my life, in which fome 
of my religious exercifes are recorded more par- 
ticularly than they are here defcribed. 

My preaching has always appeared to me as 
poor, low and miferable, compared with what 
it ought to be } and frequently a fcnfe of my 
deficiencies in this has been very painful and dif- 
couraging ; and I have' felt often as if I muft 
Jeave off, and never attempt any more ; and 
commonly, if not always, a profpeft of preach- 
ing and when I have been entering upon it, has 
brought a peculiar burden on my mind. And 
jmany times, when I have been preaching, it has 
•left a painful confcioufnefs that I have come un- 
fpeakably fliort of what ought to be. And I 
have never wondered that my preaching has been 
.attended with fo little apparent good efie£t, fincc 
it has been fo deficient every way. But few pcr- 
jfons have appeared to have been awakened and 
converted by means of my preaching. Jhe 
;Pioft apparent good it has ever been the m^ans 
of doing is the inftru£l:ion, quickening and com- 
fort of chriftians. Many of this chara£ker, and 
efpecially thofe who have appeared moft eminent 
in difcerning and chriftian experience, have 
highly approved of my preaching,, which has 
been a great fupport and encour^ement to me ^ 
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though I have been often difpofed to attribute 
their fatisfadion and approbation to their high 
reliih for the truth, howevei poor and defe£kivc 
the delivery and exhibition of it may be. It has 
often given me pieafure to look forward to the 
millennium) and confider what excellent preach- 
ing will then take place ; when the miniflers of 
the gofpel fliall be full of light and holy zeal, 
and exhibit the important, amiable truths of ^ 
chriftianity, in th«rtrue connefkion, force and 
beauty : and their hearers full of fenfibility and 
difceming, and in the exercife of a high relifh 
for thefe, as the moft exquifitely fweet, and 
nouriihing food for their minds, will give a moft 
pleafing and folemn attention, while they are 
partaking of the higheft and moft. delicious en- 
tertainment. How low, mean and unentertain- 
ing is the beft preaching we now have ; and how 
low the attention and enjoyment of the hearers, 
compared with that, of which we now have but 
a faint and very imperfedl idea ! 

For forty years or more, fince I entered on the 
work of the miniftry, I ha^e made it my prac- 
tice to read a chapter in the bible, one in the 
forenoon, and the other in the afternoon ; and to 
fay fomething on the chapter by way of explana- 
tion, and improvement, in which I have not 
confined myfelf, as to the time I (hould fpend 
upon it, but have faid moredr lefs, as I thought 
would be moft inftruftive and cdifjriog. In or- 
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der to do this m fht beft manner I could, I have 
attended to the chapters to be read, before the 
fabbath, and confuked thofe expofitofs which 
were within my reach ; which has generally coft 
me as much time and pains, as the ftudying of 
my fermons. And I have thought this was as 
profitable part of the public exercifes, as preach- 
ing, which has not been negleded by thus read- 
ing and expounding. And I have had fatisfac- 
tory evidence that the hearers in general have 
been pleafed with, and thought themfelves moft 
edified by this prafkice. And I have for fome 
years pall negle£ked to preach a fermon, ift the 
common way, in the forenoon, and, inftead of 
it, have expounded and improved the chapter 
which comes in courfe in the new teftament^ 
And this, fo far as I can learn, has been as accept- 
able to the congregation in general, as preaching 
from one particular text, if not more fo. 

I have not been confined to my notes in preach- 
ing, except for a fhort time, when I firft began ; 
and have not generally written my fermons in 
full length ; but only the heads of them, arid 
fome fhort hints to fuggeft ideas, which were to 
be mentioned under the general heads. I do not, 
however, recommend this as the beft method. 
I think it would be beft, in general, to write aU 
the fermon, and commit it to memory, with an 
allowance to deviate in fome inftances from what 
has been written^ and to add to it, what may 
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bcfuggeftcd to the mind in the jlclhrery. If 
this pradice be diligently followed for a time, 
the preacher, it is expeded, will be able not only 
to preach without notes, but his mind will be 
fo fumifhcd with the knowledge of divinity that 
he will be able to preach without writing his 
&rmons. 

I have not written the fermons which I have 
preached for fome years paft. I have written in 
this time more on the various fubjeds of divinity, 
than in former years ; but not in the form of 
fermons. And I fuppofe that a minifter cannot 
improve his mind in the beft manner, and make 
proper advances in the knowledge of divinity^ 
unlefs he ufcs himfelf to write on divine fub- 

lam fenfible that I was greatly deficient and 
negligent in tlie former part of my life in my at- 
tention to language and taking pains to obtain a 
good delivery, which occafioned a very bad and 
difagreeable delivery, and rendered me not a 
good, but a bad fpeaker } efpecially in the former 
part of my miniftry ; though fince for above 
thirty years I have made fome improvement in 
my delivery, by paying more attention to it, and 
to language, by which I have been in a great 
meafure cured of fome of my bad habits, con- 
trafted through inattention, and the want of a 
friend to point them out to me^ and admoniih 
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me. When I firft began to preach, my mind 
was inquiring after truth j and this pleaded and 
fatisfied me where ever I could find it, without 
attending much to the manner or the language 
by which it was conveyed to my mind. And I 
took it for grs^nted dxat this was the cafe with 
others. This led me to enquire after trutb and 
in my fermohs to convey it to others, without at- 
tending properly to the manner and the language 
in which it was communicated. So that while^ 
I truft, I made fomc proficiency in the knowl- 
edge of the truth, I was cs^relefs as to the manner 
of communicating it, and contracted thefe bad 
habits, with refpeft to this, which it. was not 
eafy, if poffible, to get wholly rid of, when I 
became fenfible of my miftake, and was convinc- 
ed of the importance of ftudying good language 
and a proper delivery. 

If I have been the mean of doing any good, 
and of promoting the true intcreft of the church, 
or kingdom of Chrift ; by deteiking error and 
difplaying and vindicating the truth, I believe 
it has been principally by my writings- and pub-* 
licatlons, which involved me, for a number of 
years, in difputes, as there were fcveral miniftcrs 
who wrote ags^inft what I had advanced in fome 
ef my publications, wton^ I anfwered ; and I 
believe truth has gained great advantage hereby. 

In the year 1759 1 publilhed three fermons 
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from Romans iil. 5, 6, 7, 8. entided ^« Sin,* 
through divine interpofition, an advantage to 
the univcrfe, and yet this no excufe for £n or 
encouragement to it." This title was fo fhock- 
ing to many, that they would read no farther. 
And many who read the fermons, were far from 
falling in with the fentiment advanced. But 
few had ftudicd the point and it was a new doc- 
trine to many. Yet no one^ undertook publicly 
to confute it. And many who read the fermons 
were convinced of the truth exhibited in them j 
and thought the reafoning from fcripture to be 
unanfwerable, and the fentiments which were 
'advanced to be important and ufeful. And this 
Convi£bion has been fpreading from that time, to 
this, and the moft wHo are ferious and attentive, 
whether minifters or others, approve of this pub- 
lication, fo far as I can judge. And lighten this 
fubjea has been, and ftill is increafing. Thefe 
fermons had a fecond edition in Bofton, in the 
year 1773. And about the fame time another 
edition of them was printed in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. 

In the year 1765, I publiflied a book of one 
hundred and forty-five pages, o£bvo, the title 
of which was, " An inquiry concerning the 
promifes of thegofpel : Whether any of them 
are made to the cxercifes and doings of perfons 
in an unregenerate ftate. Containing remarks 
on two fermons, publiflied by Do£tor Mayhew 
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of Bofton.'* In thefe fermons Doftor Mayhew 
attempted to prove that there are promtfes to the 
doings of the unregenerate. In the tenth and 
laft fedion of this book I attempted to fliew what 
is the defign and end of the ufe of means^ with 
refpefl: to the unregenerate, in order to their 
falvation ; where I obferved, that the end was 
not to render the unregenerate better or lefs fiiiful 
while they continued unregenerate : For per- 
fons while they continued to reje£t the gofpel, 
which all the unregeneirate did, under all the 
means ufed with them, and with ail the light 
and convidiion they might have, did not become 
Icfs finners, but greater and more guilty what- 
ever external reformation might take place* 
Though this truth had been at leaft implicitly af- 
ferted in the writings of many calvinifts, and 
in their preaching, yet it had not been fo ex- 
plicitly and particularly aflcrted and explained 
by calviniftic writers and preachers in general ; 
and many, in contradi£tion to what they at other 
times faid, and to true calvinifm, faid things 
which implied the contrary, and reprefented 
the convinced and externally /reformed finner, 
though unregenerate^ and continuiag to reje£t 
the gbfpel, as a much lefs finner, and lets guilty 
than the unawakencd, fecurc finner. Therefore, 
though Doflor Mayhew, who was not a calvinift, 
made no reply to my remarks on his fermons, 
yet many profeffcd calvinifts thought the fenti- 
ment I had advanced was contrary to the truths 
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and of a very bad tendency. Among the reft, 
Mr. Mills of Ripton in Conneflicut was greatly 
alanned ; and thought the doctrine I had pub* 
lifhed was new and ftrange, contrary to the bible, 
and tended to great mifchief. He therefore 
thought it his duty to oppofe, and attempt to 
confute me, and publifhed a book of one hun- 
dred and twenty-four pages againft me, in the 
year 1767. 

In 1768, a fermon which I preached in the 
old fouth meeting-houfe in Bofton was publifhed 
at the defire of a number of the hearers. The 
title of it is, " The importance and neceffity of 
chriftians confidering Jefus Chrift in the extent, 
of his high and glorious charaflier.'* The text 
Hebrews iii. i. It was compofed with a defign 
to preach it in Bofton^ as I expe6^ed foon to go 
there, under a conviftion that the doftrine of 
the divinity of Chrift was much neglefted, if 
not difbelieved by a number of the minifters in 
Bofton 

In the fame year I publifhed two fermons, one 

from Romans vii. 7. the other from John i. 13* 

* containing fixty-five pages in a fmall comprehen* 

fi*^ type. A fecond edition of thefe fcrmong 

was printed in 1793. 

In the year 1 769 I publifhed tny anfwer to Mr. 
Mills of one hundred eighty four pages, oflavo, 
on a fmall comprehenfive type. The following 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



•96 LIFE OF 

was the title of it. « The true date and char- 
adcr of the unregencrate, ftripped of all mif- 
reprefentation and difguife." I believe this 
book, with what was afterwards publifhed on 
the fame fubje£t, was the means of fpreading 
and giving much light and conviGtian, with 
refpeS: to the real charafler and doings of the 
unregenerate j and has in a great meafure put a 
ftop to exhorting the unregenerate to do duty in 
order to obtain regeneration, which was very 
common among preachers before that time. 
Some of my friends thought I treated Mr. Mills ' 
with too much feverity, in taking pains to fhow 
how many felf-contradiflions were to be found 
in Ms writings, and to difcover his weaknefs, &c. 
fincel, as well as others, believed he was a good 
man, and had done much good, and the oppofi- 
tion he had made to me was more owing to his 
weaknefs and his old age, and his fpeculative er- 
ror, than to his oppofition of heart to the truth. 
And I believe there is fomething of this kind, 
which ought, all things confidered, to be left 
out, or otherwife expreffed ; though I had no 
perception of it in the time of it ; but thought 
I was confcientioufly careful to leave out all 
perfonal reflexions and every thing which was 
not neceffary in the beft manner to expofe error 
and vindicate the truth. But how deceitful is 
the heart I Who can underftand his errors ! 

In the latter end of the year i ^69;ot beginning 
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of 1770, Mr. William Hart of Saybrook pub- 
lished a dialogue^ under the following title, 
" Brief remarks on a number of falfe pofitions, 
and dangerous errors, which are fpreading in 
the country ; coUefted out of fundry difcourfes 
lately publifhed, wrote by Dodlor Whitaker and 
Mr. Hopkins." And foon after there was a 
fmall pamphlet publifhed, which was doubtlefs 
written by the fame Mr. Hart, which was writ- 
ten in a farcaftical way, without argument or 
reafon, in which the doftrines I, and others who 
agreed with me, had publifhed were mifrepre- 
fented ; attempting to fet them in a ridiculous 
light. And with a particular defign, as it ap- 
peared, to difgrace me before tlie public, he 
jcalled them {lopkintonian doSrines. This is the 
original of this epithet. And fince that time all 
who embrace the calviniflic doftrines which 
were publifhed by Prefidcnt Edwards, Dodlor 
Bellamy, Doftor Weft of Stockbrtdge, and my- 
felf, have been called Hopkintoniansj or Hophin^ 
fians* Thus I am become the head of a denomi- 
nation, who have fince greatly incrcafed, and in 
which thoufands are included, and a large num- 
ber of minifters, who, I believe are the mofl 
found, confiftent and thorough calvinifts ; and 
who in general fuflain as good a charadier, as to 
their morality, preaching and perfonal religion, 
as any fet of clergymen whatever : and are moft 
popular where there appears to be moft attention 
to religion : And, at the fame time, are moft 
I 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



9^ Life of 

hated, oppofed and fpokcn againft, by arminiart$| 
deifts, and perfons who appear to have no reli- 
gion. And I believe, though this denomination 
or name originated from no fiich defign, that it 
has proved an advantage to truth and true reli- 
gion, as it has given opportunity and been the 
occafion of collefting thofe who embrace the 
fcheme of chriftianity exhibited in the fore'men- 
tioned publications and ranking them under one 
ftandard. It has excited the attention and pro- 
moted enquiry into the principles and doftrines 
which are embraced and held by thofe of this 
denomination, by which light and conviftioti 
have been fpread and propagated. 

Thefe writings of Mr. Hart's ware publiflied, 
while I was at Newport, preaching on proba-- 
tion. Pains were taken to fend and fpread them 
there, by thofe who were not friendly to my 
fentiments, and confequently not friendly to me, 
and to my fettling in the firft congregational 
church in Newport ; with a view, no doubt, to 
prejudice the people of that church and congre- 
gation againft me. And it had tjiis efFed, in 
fome meafttite for a time ; but was foon coun- 
teradled and loft the influence defigned ; and 
probably had a contrary cffeft in the iflue. 

This occafioned my -writing remarks on thofe 
publications \ cfpecially the dialogue, with the 
followmg title. «« Animadverfions on Mn 
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Hart's late dialogue, in a letter to a friend." 
This was publifhed in the fpring of 1770, con- 
taining only thirty one p?ges. In which I did 
not attempt particularly to vindicate the doilrines 
I had publifhed 5 but rather to fhow the unfair- 
nefs and difingenuity of Mr. Hart, and his 
falfehoods, and felf-contradidions, in what he 
had wrkten. 

Mr. Mills did not make any reply to my^ 
anfwer to him. But as I had affcrtcd in that 
anfwer, that unregenerate finners do not do any 
duty, Mr. Hemmenway, (now Do6tor) having 
before publifhed eight fermons to eftablifh the 
contrary, wrote a book of one hundred twenty 
feven pages, ofl:avo> againfl me and my pofition, 
and publifhed it in the year 1772. The year 
Veforc, the above mentioned Mr. Hart, wrote a 
pamphlet againfl Prelident Edwards* DifTertatioa 
on the nature of true virtue, in which he repeatedly 
mentioned my name and writings with difappro- 
bation. And about the fame time, Mr. Mofes 
Mather (now Doilor) publiflied a piece in which 
he condemned fentiments found in Prefident 
Edwards', Doftor Bellamy's and my writings. 

As I was fenfible the difference between me 
and thefe authors originated in our different 
ideas of the nature of true holinefs, in 1 773 I 
publifhed a book of two hundred twenty pages^ 
oftavo, containing, « An inquiry into the nature 
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cf true hoiinefs j with an appendix/' in which 
lanfwcrcd the publications above mentioned. 
That on the nature of true hoiinefs had a fecond 
edition of one thoufand five hundred copies, in . 
the year. 1 79 1. Mr. Hart and Doftor Mather 
wrote no more. But Dofkor Hemmenway pub- 
iifhed remarks on my anfwer to him, in 17743 
containing one hundred fixty fix pages, oftavo. 
But as little or nothing was in this added to what 
was contained in his firll book, and it contained 
perfonal refleftions, and too much heat and 
haughtinefs ; all which he confefled to me after- 
wards in a perfonal interview, I did not think it 
worA while to take any public notice of it. 
And I believe it was , not much read, and had 
but little influence on the minds of any. 

In the year 1776 I publifhed, <« A dialogue 
concerning the flavery of the Africans j (hewing 
it to be the duty and intereft* of the American 
ftates to emancipate all their African flaves." 
Dedicated to the honorable continental congrefs. 
To which I did not fet my name. It was re- 
printed by the Abolition Society in New York 
i^ 1785, to which is prefixed the inftitution of 
that Society. To this edition I added an 
appendix. 

In the year 1783 I publifhed « An enquiry 
concerning the future ftate of thofe who die in 
their fins." In which I attempted to fliow from 
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fcfipturc that the pumfhment of fuch will be 
wiAout end 5 to give the reafon of it and 
anfwer objcaions. It cohtaias near four hun- 
dred pages, oaavo- I publiihed that book at 
that time, becaufe the doGrine of univerfal 
felvation, was preached and prppagated by a 
number, and began to fpread in the country. 

fa the year 1 793 was publHhed my "Syftcm 
©f doftrines contained in divine revelation, 
explained and defended, (hewing their confift- 
ence and conneaion with each other. To 
whicKis added, a treatife on the Millennium,'' 
in two large oftavo volumes. The whole con- 
taining one thoufand two hundred forty four 
pages. Sold to fubfcribcrs at three dollars a 
fet. There was a large fubfcription for this 
work of above one thoufand two hundred. I 
fold the copy right to the printers for nine 
hundred dollars, which has been a help to me, 
in the low, deranged ftate of my church and 
congregation ; without which I know not how 
I fliould have fubfifted. I had no expeftation 
of getting a penny by the publication, when I 
began, and while I was preparing it for the 
prefs, nor had the leaft view or thought of it. 
I was about ten years compofing and preparing 
it for the prefs. It has been a laborious work to 
me, which I confider as the greateft public 
fcrvice that I have ever done. It has^ met with 
Hjore general and letter acceptation by far, than 
I % 
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I exped^> both in America and Europe; and 
no one has undertaken to anfwer it \ though 
fome curfory remarks have been made upon fome 
parts of it, by way of objcilion; which, I 
beUcve, will not have much, if any influence to 
prevent the credit and ufefulnefs of it. 

I have lately been writing the life of Mift 
Sufannah Anthony, who died in the year 1791J 
confifting chiefly in cxtrafts from her writings. 
It is gone to prefs, and I expe£l will be printed 
in a few months. She was an eminent and ex- 
traordinary chriftian. And I think it a great fa- 
vor to have the particular acquaintance I have 
had with her; and to have enjoyed her friend- 
(hip and prayers for a number of years. I have 
pleafure in the profpeft of promoting her ufe- 
fulnefs, after her death, and mine, by publifli- 
ing her life, and a fmall part of her writings. 
It now appears to me moft probable that this is 
the laft publication I (hall be concerned in ; ex- 
cept fome (hort eflays which I may prepare for 
the Theological Magazine, which is now print- 
ed once in two months, by Mr. Davis in New- 
York. 

About forty years ago there were but few, 
perhaps not more than fou* or five who efpoufcd 
the fentimcnts, which fince have been called 
Edwardean, and new divinity, and fmce, after 
fome improvement was made upon them, ff'^f' 
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Unioniafti OX Hopkiftftan fentiments. But thefe 
fentimeixts have fo fprcad fince that time among 
miniftersy cfpccialljr thofe who have fince come 
on the ftage, that there are now more than 
one hundred* in the miniftry who efpoufe the 
fame fentiments, in the United States of Ameri- 
ca. And the number appears to be faft increaf- 
ing, and thefe fentiments appear to be coming 
more and more into credit, and are better under- 
ftood, and the odium which was caft on them 
and thofe who preached them, is greatly fub- 
fided. 

This appears to me to be favourable to the 
caufe of truth, and of Jcfus Chrift and to be af- 
cribed to his power and grace, and is matter of 
great encouragement, in the mid ft of thefpread 
of error and delufion, of infidelity, and all man- 
ner of vice and wickednefs. And fo far as I 
have been made a mean and inftrument, of this 
by my writings, preaching and converfation, I 
have reafon to rejoice and be thankful, while all 
is to be afcribed to the Ibvereign grace of the 
Redeemer. And I have particular reafon to be 
thankful and rejoice that I have been the means 
of the converfion of more than one, who are 
now in the miniftry, which they themfelves think 
is a faft ; and of enlightening and removing the 
prejudices of others, who were before in a great 
meafure blind to thofe truths, which they now 
fee to be evident and important. May I not re- 
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joice in tkh ? Ao4 ^^Y I ^ot hope <' to rejoice 
in the day of Chrift, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain ?'* May God have att 
tjie glory. Amen. 
» 
N. B. I finiflied writing the foregoing ifcetchcd- 
of my life on the zift day of July 1796. 



Tits is an addition to the former Jketchts of my life 
finifhed July 21, 1 796, having lived to this day 
December 16, 1799^. 

SOON after I had finilhed the foregoing, 
fketches, Mrs. Olborn died, and left all her 
manufcripts in my hands, with a defire that I 
would make that ufc of diem that I thought 
proper. And it was thought beft to publifli 
memoirs of her life, confiding chiefly in extradls 
from her writings, which were many. This 
made it neceffary to read all her manufcripts 
which filled above forty volumes of confiderable 
bignefs 5 in order to extradi for publication 
what fhould be thought neceflary, in order to be 
mod ufeful. On this, and in tranfcribing for 
the prcfs I employed all my fpare time for a year 
or more. It makes a volume in print of near 
four hundred pages. 

I confidcr it as a great and peculiarfavor of the 
head of the church, that he ha^, in his provi- 
dence, given me opportunity to ptiblilh the lives 
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of Mrs. Olborn and Mife Anthony, who were, 
in my judgment, the moft eminent female chrif- 
tians with whom I have had any acquaintance. 
The public and even chriftians, who never jvere 
acquainted with them, will not, by reading what 
is publiflied of them, have a full and adequate 
idea of their excellent charader. I think it a 
great happinefs to have been intimately acquaint- 
ed with them for near thirty years, and to en- 
joy their friendfhip and prayers. I hope that 
what is publifhed of them will be of great bene- 
fit to the church not only in this generation, but 
in ages yet to come. 

On the tenth of lad JaAuary I was fuddenly 
fcized with a paralytic ftroke, which affected my 
right fide, and rendered njy limbs of that fide 
in a great meafure ufelefs, and much afFefted 
my fpeech j but was attended with little or no 
pain ; and the exercife of my reafon and mental 
faculties was not in the leaft aiFefted. This ap- 
peared to threaten my fpecdy difTolution in my 
view and in the view of my friends, cither by a 
greater and more deadly (Iroke, or fome other 
way. To be fure I feafonably confidercd it as a 
warning to be ready for death. I felt that God 
had laid his hand lightly upon me, and that the 
afflidiion was attended with much tender mercy } 
and was rcfigned and thankful. For a fhort 
time at firft, my mind was dark, and I feemed 
to myfelf to be in a meafure (hut out from the 
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fcnfible prefence of God and the Saviour : but 
foan I was led to a view and fenfc of Jcfus Chrift,, 
as exalted to the throne of the univerfe, having 
all power in heaven and earth, cloathed with in- 
.finite power, wifdom, rediitudc and goodnefs^ 
governing the world and ordering every event, 
the lead and greateft, as it fhall be mod for ht& 
glory, and the greateft general good ; havi^ 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and har- 
dening whom he will ; and ihowing mercy to 
every one, to whom he can do it, confiftentlf 
with wifdom and goodnefs : That is, can fiftentlf 
with the greateft difplay of his charadier and 
perfeaions, and the higheft happinefs of the 
creation : and that allthis, and every thing and 
ev.ent and circumftancc were determined and 
fixed from eternity, by eternal unerring wifdom^ 
righteoufnefs and goodnefs. In this view the 
Saviour appeared infinitely great and important, 
and divinely worthy and amiable. I felt myfett 
and all creatures and things to be in his handsr 
and was pleafed and rejoiced in this ; knowing 
that every thing was ordered and condu£bed ift 
the wifeft and beft poflible manner, fo as to an» 
fwer the beft and moft defirable emis ; that the 
Saviour would injure none, fulfil all his promi£» 
es to a tittle, and accompliih all his defigns in 
the beft time and the moft defirable, and perfeA 
manner : fo that all is well, in the beft and moft 
defirable fituation that poflibly can be. In a be- 
lief and fenfc of this, and more, which cannot 
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beexpreff^d, my foul was full of comfort and 
joy, faying "the Lord Jefus Chrift reigns, let 
the earth rejoice. Our God is in the heavens he 
hath done, doth, and will do whatfocvcr he 
plcafeth/' 

In thcfe pJeafing and comfortable views and 
^tcrcifcs I had no particular attention to or 
thought of myfelf, Whether I were a chriftian 
and fliouM be favcd or not. But my comfort and 
joy were derived from, or rather confifted in a 
view and fenfe of the excellent, glorious charac- 
ter <rf Chrift, in whofe hands I and all things 
were, and who would order and difpofe of things 
concerning me and all^ttien and creatures, fo as 
in the higheft degree to promote his glory^^ or the 
glory of God, which is the fame ; and cffcGt the 

^"greateft general good or happincfs, or the wifeft 
^nd heft ends. In this view my heart faid, with 
ftrong emotions, and the moft pleafing fenfations^ 
Amen ! "Thy will be done !" without know- 
ing or confidering,* what his will was concern- 
ing me. Had I reflefiked judicioufly on my 
own exercifes, I might have rationally judged 
tiiem to be agreeable to the truth, and an evi- 
dence that I was a friend to Chrift ; but I did 
not fo refleft as to make this conblufion. This 

. view and fenfe of things ftill abides with me, 
but at different times in a higher and lower de- 
gree ; but not fo that I can infer from it, with- 
out hefitation, thaf I am a real chriftian, and 
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Ihall be faved. My views and exercifes appear 
to mc, fo much below the truth, and fo incon- 
ftant that, fometimes, I doubt of their realityi 
or of their being real chriftian exercifes : and I 
have fuch a deceitful heart, that I fear delufion ; 
though at times all doubts fubfide. My perfon 
and whole intereft in time and to eternity is, com.- 
pared with the grand whole, the'^glory of God, 
and the belt intereft of his kingdom, fo fraall 
and inconfiderable, that when I have the latter 
in a fenfible view, the former finks into a mere 
fpeck or nothing, and is almoft wholly overlook- 
ed and forgotten, and the language of my heart 
is, " Let God be glorified by all, and the'beft 
intereft of his kingdom be fecured and promoted, 
let what will become of me and my intereft P* 
And while I fee the former grand intereft is fe- 
cure, and will be in the beft manner promoted, 
I am fatisfied and rejoice. And this fo engrofles 
my thoughts and refleftions, that I do not attend 
to the intereft of any individual perfon, my own 
or any one elfe, fo as to excite any fenfible joy or 
forrow, hope or fear ^ the intereft of fuch indi- 
vidual being overlooked as not worthy of any re- 
gard, in comparifon with the grand intereft, of the 
whole : This fo imprefles the mind and fills it, 
as to exclude the other. 

But as my mind cannot have a view of.all ob- 
jects with equal clearnefs ^nd attention, at one 
and the fame time, but different objeds, arc 
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more attended to, and make a greater impreffion 
at fome times than at otHers, fo when 1 attend 
more particularly to my own ftate and intereft, 
I naturally reflet upon the views and affecftions 
and enjoyments I have experienced in attending 
to the perfon, charafter and works of Chriit, 
and the; greatnefs, glory and happinefs of his 
kingdom j and the inference feems to be plain^ 
that I am a friend to thefe obje£ts : but I am 
not able always, if at any time, to fee the truth of 
this confequence with clearnefs and cert^nty. 
When the clearnefs and fenfibility of th#fe views 
and exercifes in a meafure fubfide, and I attend 
more to my own charaftcr 5 and my depravity, 
ftupidity, unbelief, and the evil and deceitfulnefs 
of my heart rife into view, I am difpofed to call 
in queftion my own good eftate, and to fufpcft 
that my exercifes fall fliort of real chriftianity : 
yet maintaining a hope that this is not the cafe, 
which is fometimes weaker and fometimes ftrong- 
er ; and, frequently for a fhort fpace, rifes fo 
high as to exclude doubting : but even then, 
though this excites gratitijiie, it does not raife 
my comfort and joy to that degree, as does the 
direfit view of the chara£l:er of Chrift and his 
kingdom, above-mentioned, without any par- 
ticular attention to my own charafler and per- 
fonal intereft. When my doubts and fears pre- 
vail moft, refpefting my perfonal' union to 
Chrift, and I attend particularly to my perfonal 
concerns and intereft, it appears, when confid- 

K 
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ered by itfelf to be beyond all conception, and 
infinitely great, which I feci to be wholly in the 
hands of Chrift, to be determined by him wheth- 
er I {hall be happy or miferable forever. And 
this is fo far from being difagreeable to me, that 
I am highly pleafed with it, and would mt have 
it otherwife on any confideration whatever. I 
feel that I am in the beft bands, and, in this re- 
fpeft, in the beft fituation, that I poflibly 
could be in. He certainly will not injure me 
in any ^fpe£);, or in the leaft degree. He is in- 
finitely wife, good and merciful, and knows 
what is moft for his own glory, and the higheft 
good and happincfs of his kingdom ; and, can 
and will certainly favc me and every one elfe 
with whom I have any connexion, if it may be 
confiflent with his glory and the greateft happi- 
ncfs of his kingdom, or confiftent with wifdom 
and goodnefs, which is the fame : And I can- 
not fo much as wifli or have the leaft defiftc to 
be faved on* any other fuppofition ; that is, if 
this be inconfiftent ^with infinite wifdom ^ftd 
goodnefs, and contrary to the greateft good and 
glory of Chrift and his kingdom : and fed that 
it would, be awful impiety and reb^ion to afk 
for falvation on any other fuppofition* 

But when I refledi on the dreadf lilnefe of being 
caft away for ever by Chrift, tofufl^er the juft 
defert of my fins, feeling the ftrokes and tokens 
of his righteous angerand vengeaace; and being 
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given up to evil lufts to join with <tbe devil and 
exift eternally on his fide aneneiAy to Chrift and 
his kingdom^ my foul recoils^ and fee)s this to 
be intolerable ! then I fly to Chrift and his atone- 
ment, and caft myfelf down at his feet, to dif*- 
pofe of me as he pleafes ; yet looping and crying 
for mercy, Oh ! be merciful to me a finner. 
Which is accompanied with a number of various 
exercifes which cannot be eafily defcribed. 

And when I refledl on thefe exercifes they ap- 
pear to me to be confiftent with chriftianity, and 
an evidence of real friendlhip to Chrkl t ^nd I 
am fenfible that if another perfon fhould relate to 
me fuch views and exercifes as experienced by 
him, I (hould think them an evidence that he 
was a real chriftian. Yet I often greatly doubt 
of my being a true chriftian ; efpecially when I 
have fome more clear view and fenfe of my bar- 
ren and finful life, and attend particularly to 
that. 

Thefe are fome of my daily various exercifes, 
in all which I always maintain a hope that I am 
a chriftian, which fometimes excludes all doubt, 
being conftantly aflured of the truth of the gof- 
pd, that this is a revelation Si the only true God, 
and of eternal life ^ and, that the truths which I 
have preached as contained in thegofpel, are in- 
deed the truths of God, and fufficient to fup- 
port ^d comfort a chrifti;in in the near view oi 
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death and eternity, and under all the afflifkions 
of this life. And I live in the conftant aflurance 
of the truth of the doftrine of the decrees of 
God, and of his univerfal and particular provi- 
dence dire<9:ing every event, and every thing 
which comes to pafs, and exercifing aibfolute 
fovereignty in his dealing with men ; without 
which I could have no fupport and comfort. And 
my chief comfort and joy, does not confift in or 
arifcfrom an aflurance or hope that I Ihall be 
faved ; but in a view and fenfe of the perfeftions 
and .glory of Chrift, his power, wifdom and 
goodndfs, reigning and ordering all thing« for 
the glory of God and the greateft good of his 
kingdom. And this is accompanied with an ex- 
perimental aflurance, that the exercifcs of true 
religion are wholly difintcrefted, and in dire£l 
oppofition to all felfiflinefs : a doftrine which I 
have endeavoured to maintain and inculcate for 
many years. 

When I was firft taken with this diforder, and 
for moft of the time fince, I have had little or 
no fenfible defire of recovering, and was not in- 
clined fo much as to alk for it \ my mind rather 
reluftated at the tl^ught of recovering fo as Jo 
preach after the poor dull way in which I had^ 
hitherto preached, and with as little fuccefs. 
■ But God has been pleafed to recover me, fo that 
I have been able to attend public worfliip and 
preach for feveral months paft j and, I do not 
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feel that preaching hurts me^ or aggravates my 
diforder ; which encourages me to proceed : but 
with msuiy and great difcouragements from my 
own great deficiencies, and the want of a proper 
attention^ apparent in the congregation in gene- 
ral* But Chrift will anfwer his own ends by 
rac, and continue me in the world, and take 
me out of it in the b^ft time and manner, fo as 
beft to anfwer thefe ends : and in this I daily a^ 
quiefce and rejoice. Amen I 

January lo, 1800. As I think it may be ufe- 
f 111 particularly to attend to, and record thofe ex- 
crcifes, which appear to me to be an evidence . 
that I am a real chriflian, and at times, are fat- 
isfa£^ory and remove all doubt, when they are 
more (trong and fenfible, and I refle£t upon 
them with more particular attention, and diey 
appear real and certain. — And, on the contrary, 
mention and defcribe thofe things which I find 
in myfelf which appear againft me as evidences 
that I am not a chriftian, and fometimes are the 
ground of ftrong fufpicion and doubt whether I 
am areal friend to Chrift* 

The former of thefe may be reprefented in the 
' following particulars. 

I . I have been fo far convinced of my fins and 
reproved for thtfm, that I know that I am infi- 
nitely guilty, and deferve eternal deftrudion and 
^ K 2 
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mifery : that God would be jufty and I fhould 
have no reafon to complain^ if he fhould punifli 
me forever, with aggravated torments. This 
convi£lion is abiding and increafing, while .1 
heartily approve of the law of God which curfes 
the tranfgreffor, as holy juft and good. This 
convi£tion and fenfe of the evil of fin, and of 
my depravity and finfulneib, rifes much higher 
fcmetimcs than others ; but I am never difpofed 
to caft it ofF or doubt the truth of it, but it is 
fixed on my mind, and when I have the greateft 
fenfe of it, I know that I fee but little of what 
it really is in the fight of God, that the num- 
ber of my fins and the magnitude and aggrava- 
tions of each one are infinitely beyond my com- 
prehcnfion, and are known perfeftly to God 
alone. That I am wholly and beyond expreflion 
depraved and finful naturally, being infinitely far 
from any moral goodnefs to recommend me to 
the mercy and favour of God : and that if my 
heart be changed fo as to exercife holincfe in any 
degree, yet this is fo defeftive, and attended 
with fo much moral defilement and fin, that all 
taken together, it is worfe than nothing, and af- 
fords matter of condemnation, and is infinitely 
far from deferving any good or favour. And if 
I were wholly recovered from my depravity and 
were made perfe£tly holy, this would be fo in- 
. finitely overbalanced by the guilt of my fins, that 
ft could not be reckoned in my favour, fo as to 
procure the pardon of my fins, or render me dc- 
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fetving of any good thing. I have a conftant 
and growing eonviftion that I am wholly de- 
pendant on the preventing, fovereign grace of 
God for my recovery, from this miferable, loft 
ftate of infinite guilt and total depravity, and for 
the leaft degree of fiqcerity and faith or conformi- 
ty to the law of God ; that I am wholly loft, 
and fliall fink down lo hell an enemy to Cod and 
all good, and juftly perifli forever, unlefs Chrift, 
•by his fovereign goodnefs, cloathed witli omnipo- 
tence and infinite wifdom, fhall recover and fave 
me, while I fhall not do any thing towards my 
falvation, or make the leaft exertion for it ; but 
all that I will and do is contrary to it, unlefs and 
no farther than he fliall wort; in me to will and 
to do, of his fovereign good pleafure, what he 
requires as neceflary to my falvation. TliusI 
feel myfelf to be an infinitely guilty, odious 
creature, utterly undone in myfelf, and have not 
a word to fay, and have not a thought in my fa- 
vour ; my mouth is flopped in this refpeft, and 
I am guilty before God, and accept the punifli- 
mcntof my iniquity. 

If this which I have imperfeftly defcribed im- 
plies the cflenffals of real repentance, in which 
I humble myfelf in the fight of the Lord, with 
a broken and contrite heart, then I have a new 
heart and am interefted in the divine promifes. — 
But if not, — ^Then I have never yet underftood 
the true meaning of thefe words of fcripture^ 
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and my efes are yet blinded with regard to my 
own charader ! v 

2. I think I do Bioft heartily approve of, ^4 
acqttiefce in the perfon and charader of Chrift» 
and am pleafed with the way of falyationof fin- 
ners by him. AU his dirediions^ cxbortationsy 
commands, do&rin^ which he taught^ all that 
he faid, did and fufieied^ and all his revealed 
purpofes and defigns, appear wife, good and ex^' 

' ceiknt, and carry clear marks and abundant evi* 
dence of divinity in diem. Hence 

3. I do, I think, place all my hope in him, 
and defire not to be found and accepted in any 
righteoufnefs of my own, were this poffiblej 
but to be pardoned and juftified by the merit and 
righteoufncfs of Chrift. I am fenfibly and great- 
ly pleafed with being wholly dependant on him 
for righteoufnefs, fanQification, and compleat 
redemption. If there were any other poffible 
way of falvation, which I know there is not, I 
would rejed it, not defiring to be faved in any 
way but that which is revealed in the gofpel. 

4. I think I defire and feek the glory of God 
and the greateft good and happincfs of the uni- 
verfe, as my higheft and ultimate end j and in 
this view am pleafed with and rejoice in the 
cbarafter and defigns of God and Chrift, who 
is doing every thing for this end, and will ac- 
complifli it in the moft perfe(^ manner^ and in th^ 
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higheftpoffible degree. And on this account I 
Sim highly pleafed with Chrift and the. gofpeli 
as hj the redemption of man by Chrift, God id 
glorified in an eminent degfee, and the greatefl: 
happinefs of creatures promoted and efFedled. 
And for this reafon I acquiefce in it that all of 
the human race fhould not be (aved, but a part 
of them perifli forever in their fins, as divine 
revelation has declared ; becaufe I know this is 
neceflary for the glory of God, and the greateft 
good of his eternal kingdom,, and not one 'will 
be loft forever, who could be faved confiftcntly 
with this 9 and therefore all will be faved who 
can be faved confiftcntly with infinite wifdom and 
^odnefs. Therefore 

J. 1 am moft fatisfied and pleafed, when I 
have the moft clear and feeling fenfe of my being 
in Ae hands of Chrift in the moft perfed and 
dbfolute fenfe and degree, and wholly at his dif- 
pofal in time and to eternity ; knowing that he 
HMR do with and by me what is moft for his glory 
and the good of his kingdom ; and that he will 
fave me, if he can do it confiftently with this ; 
and this is all that I can defire. Therefore I am 
well pleafed with beitig in his hands and wholly 
at his difpofal, let him do what he will with me, 
and •nnot conceive of a better and more defira* 
ble fituation : yea, I know there cannot be a 
better. 

When I reflet); on the feelings and exercifes ex- 
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prefled in the twolaft particulars^ they feem to ms 
to be the exprt&on of true difinterefted benevof 
lence, or that love by which we are formed after 
the likenefs of God^ and he dwdleth in us, ai^d 
we in him. The reafon of my doubting of thiS| 
efpecially at times, has been in fome meafure 
fuggefted before, and wiU* be more fi^y ex** 
prefled in the fequeL 

6. I think I do hunger and thirfl after rightcr 
oufnefs. ]^y longing to be perfeftly holy is, 
fometimeSftVery fenfibleand (trong, exceeding all 
defires of earthly things th^t I have, or of which I 

, im capable, I have often, felt willing and a de- 
.. fire to die immediately, if this might bring me 

to perfect holinefs, to a complete conformity to 

Chrift. . 

7. I feeKmy heart ftroagly united to th<^ 
whom I confider to he real friends to Chrift, in 
benevolent an|l complacential love ; efpecially 
thofe with \Afom I am more particularly and iKi- 
timately acquainted. I have a quite different 
feeling toward diem from that which i\ have 
toward x>t|^rs, and have a peculiar d^igK^ in 
dieir company and converfation. 

8. My preaching and converfation has 
been generally acceptable and pleafing to thofe 
whom I have efteemed the moft judicious and 
beft chriftiatis, fo far as I have been able to learn. 
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I have not only preached the tfoarbes which I 
verily believed to be true^ but heartily approved 
of them, and have delivered thofe truths of the 
word of God refpe£ling pradlical and experi- 
mental religion, which were the diftates of my 
heart, and often, if not commonly, fuggefted 
by my own feelings and exercifed ; and have not 
endeavoured to appear better or in a more agreea- 
ble light, than was agreeable to the truth, though 
I am feiifible that my; chriftian friends, have in 
hiany inftances and refpe£is, thought jtoo highly 
of me, which has been matter of (hai^e and 
humiliation to me ; yet their love and efteem, I 
have been feady to confider as an evidence in my 
favour^ though of little weight eonfidesred by it<* 
feif, as we know not each others heatts, and are 
liable to be greatly deceived in others. I there- 
fore . mentibn .this as coinciding with, and in 
fome mesiiare ftrengthening the evidences which 
have been mentioned. This is at leaft an evi- 
dence that what appears in my preaching, con* 
verfation and external condu£i, which, fo far 
as I know;, is in general agreeable to my heart, 
atleaft I do not on defign attempt to play the 
hypocrite, is to judicious cbriftians, who are 
moft acquainted with me, an evidence that I am 
a real chriftian. 

I proceed to miention fome Aings which ap- 
pear to me, at times. atleaft, reafon of fear that 
I never have known what it is to be a real chrif- 
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tian, and are at timeS) if notgeuerally tkecaufe 
of many doubts. 

I. My ftupidity and hardnefs of heart) with 
refpedl to things divine and invifiblc, or the truths 
exhibited in the gofpel. At times, andlbcliCTC 
I may fay generally, I have very little or no fenfe 
of thefe things, and they make very little im- 
preiEon on my heart, if any ; and I often feel as 
jf they had no exiftence, while in my reafon and 
judgment I have no doubt of their truth and 
reality : And when I have feme fenfe of the 
truth, reality and excellence of them, and even 
when I have the greateft fenfe and the moft af- 
fedting view and impreflion of them on my heart, 
and I am moft ftrongly and deeply afFe£l:ed with 
them, I am fenfible that the view and fenfe I have 
is very imperfefl: and unfpeal$:ably fliort of the 
truth, and of what I ought to have, and even 
the gregteft impreflion, and higheft aiFe£lion 
that I at any time experience, commonly foon 
abate and fut>(ide, and I am left as ilupid and 
fenfelefs as ever : and what I thought I had ex- 
perienced feems like a dream, and as, if, it w>as 
not a reality. This ftupidity and fenfeleflhefs is 
commonly moft fenfible and burdenfome in my 
public^ performances of prayer and preaching ; 
and even when I have freedom of fpeech and a 
flow of words, and my chriftian friends have j 
thought I was greatly aflifted, I have been con- 
fciousof my great and fliamcful ftupidity and 
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want' of a proper fcnf€ of the thingB of which I 
haye been fpcaking. This,, which is more or 
lefs fcnfibly felt^ is^ my conftant attendant, and 
the grief and burden of my heart, and matter 
of my conftant confeflions and prayer to God for 
deliverance from it \ being sdways fenfibly con- 
vinced that no external light^and advantages, or 
any means ufed, will in the leaft remove this 
ftupidity and hardnefs of heart j biit that the 
fpirit of God alone can remove it, and give me 
that fpiritual fenfibility and feeling of hearty 
which I feem moft earneftly to defire. I confider 
tliis ftupidity, blindnefs and infenfibility of heart 
to divine things, to be altogether, and infinitely 
criminal, as it muft be owing to the moral cor- 
ruption and depravity of my heart, or rather con* 
fift wholly in depravity and wickednefs of heart, 
being hardened, iontrafted and bound up in felf- 
ilhnefs and pride, and all the evil propenfities 
which are implied in thefe. This is unbelief of 
. hearty which is confiftcnt with a convi£>:ion of the 
tTcafonand judgment, of the truths contained in the 
gofpel ; for no degree of fuch <:onviaion will in 
the leaft remove this blindnefs, hardnefs and 
unbelief oi heart, which I am confidering. But 
tlindnefs and unbelief of heart have a ftrong 
tendency to prevent or remove a conviction of the 
judgment and confcicnce of the truth and reality 
of invifible things, and to promote fpeculative 
unbelief of them ; and, are the real and only 
ground of all deifm and atheifm, and all fpectt- 
L 
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lative infidelity. This gives fatan great advant- 
age to blind the minds of them who believe not, 
and lead them captives to infidelity, which he 
improves to the utmoft of his power. 

I do not fenfibly perceive the real ground and 
i^eafon of .this darknefs and ftupidity of my mind 
with refpedl to invifible things, but am moft 
lenfihle of the fad:, while th^ caufe of this la- 
mentable fa6l: is out of fight, and is rather the 
obje<3: of reafon and fpeculation. This blind- 
nefs and ftupidity of heart are fo fcnfible and 
appear fo great to me, efpecially at times, that 
I much doubt whether it be confiftent with the 
true knowledge of God, or, my having any real 
chriftian light and difcerning, which Chrift calls 
" the light of life," which he gives to al} his true 
followers. Yet I know that when I hear pro- 
fefling chriftians complain of their ftupidity and 
blindnefs, &c. I do not confider this as an evi- 
dence that they are not chriftians, but rather in 
their.favour, as a fign that they have a fenfibility 
and difcerning refpe£ting their own hearts, which 
is peculiar to chriftians. But it is not eafy for 
me to apply this to myfelf, and draw fuch a con- 
fequence in my own favour. I am apt to con- 
fider my blindnefs and ftupidity not to be like 
tJiat^of others, but greater ^nd peculiar to my- 
felf. 

2. My life and converfation, all taken to- 
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gether, both external and internal, appear very 

much againft me, and fo deftitute of any good 

fruit, and fo f uU of deformity and fin both of 

omiflidn and.commiffibn, that I know not how to 

reconcile it with the life of a chriftian, efpecially 

.at fonie time's, when I have a view of it as a moft 

deformed and odious life, confidering the many 

and peculiar advantages and opportunities I have 

had, and my great obligations to live a holy life, 

wholly devoted to Chrifk ; all which I have abufed 

in a greater or lefs degree continually. Though 

I dare not fay I have not been, and am not in 

any degree fincere in my regard to Chrift and 

the truths of the gofpel ; and have a hope that 

I have had and now have fome fincerity : Yet 

I cantiot look back upon » well /pent lifty for it 

appears unfpeakably far from fuch an one. i^ 

have often faid', « I will be wife," but it has 

been far from me. I cannot view myfelf as a 

good and faithful itVfSHit oi^tinsChxi^y but much 

to the contrary j and therefore cannot' realize it, 

or even conceive bow he can view and call me 

jTuch an one, as hereprefents that he will do all 

who (hall be owned by him at the lafh day. 

This is often caufe of great doubts, and fears 

that I am not a real fervant of Jefus Chrift. I 

know he will own and accept of the leaft tiling 

done for him from a true regard to him, but I 

feel that I have nothing that I have done to plead 

in my favour.. 
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3. It has been matter of doobt and dificour- 
agement to mc, that I have little or 'no faccefs 
hj my preachings in being made the inftrument 
of awakening and converting finnerft. But very 
few inftances of this have come to my fcnowi*' 
edge, and thefc not vary rcmaTkd>te sftid dear. 
I came upon the ftageand began to preach when 
there was a great and genencl revival of reiigioft 
\n New-En^and ; many wtfre awakened, atil 
thought to be converted, and many misiftet^ 
were fuccefsf ul in thi3> and hzd greattevmb ill 
their congregations : but no fuch tHngdiXB ap- 
peared under my preaching, though fbme iadi* 
viduala have fometimes appeared to be rn fome 
degree av^kened. I fhould expe£l iiM a good 
minifter of Chrift would be fucceeded in this 
refpea efpecially when others round about him 
were fuccefsfd, more than I Rave appeared td 
be. This has led me to fear, efpedally at timea, 
that there is fome eflential defcii: in. me, and 
that I had not the truefpirit of Chrift, and Ims 
realprefence and approbation. I do not think I 
have rcafon to conclude that my mintftrations in 
preaching, writing and converfation have been 
altogether ufelefs and unprofitable. They have 
been acceptable to many, if not toaUi who have 
appeared to be chriftians, efpecially to the moft 
attentive, engaged and judicious ; and many 
have thought thcmfelves greatly inftrucled, 
ftrengthened and comforted by them ; and my 
ufefulnefs, if there has been any, has not con- 
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fifted m being the mean of convincing and con« 
▼erring finners ; but chiefly in miniftering to the 
faints and building them up in faith and holinefs : 
and I believe my publications have been tlie 
means of fpreading light with refpefk to fome 
important doctrines of chriftianity. This I con- 
fider as matter of thankfulnefs ; but, it does not 
wholly remove my gloom and doubts, which 
arife ^om the inefEcacy of my preaching, with 
refpc£t to finncrs; and when I attend to the 
great and fhameful defe£ks and poornefs of my 
preaching, and the little fcnfe I have of what I 
do fay, &c. together with want of fuccefs, I 
don't wonder my preaching is without effeft, and 
my doubts of my having any true grace are in- 
creafed. ^ 

Thus I have endeavoured to ftate thofe things 
which appear to be evidences in favour of my 
being a real chriftian, and thofe which, on the 
contrary, appear to be evidences againft it. 
There are many other things, which, in them- 
felves perhaps, are of lefs weight, but when 
confidercd with thofe mentioned both for and a- 
gainft me, fomctimes have confiderable influence 
on my mind to increafe my hopes or fears : but 
as they are not eafily defcribed ; and are in fome 
meafure included in the above particulars, I pafs 
them over without 'a more particular mention. 

When I have only or chiefly ^/peculativevkyv 
L 2 
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of all theie things wMch have been nktataonedy 
and more, both for and agaiaft tMt and ^«y 
are&idomoutof my Noughts; the whole taken 
together to my reafon and j^gpnent appear to be 
radier in my favour^ and groond of hope tljkat I 
am what I profefs to be, a real cHriftian. But 
this ipecttlative Tiew, widiout any great degree 
of fenfe of heart, is not attended with any com« 
fortable affurance, or fenfible enjoyoieiit, as thtSr 
confifts in a/enji of heart ot the truth and excel* 
jbency of the things of the gofpd, which i^ 
entirely difierent from the cleareft fpeculative 
view of them. This fimfe of heart is various, 
fometimes in a greater, and fome tintes ia a iefe 
degree, and fome rimes has a particular objed 
in view, and at other times another objed is 
more in view and makes the greateft impreffion,. 
and the heart cannot be equally fenfible of all 
obje^s at once, or one muft be more in view 
than another. 

This is agreeable to my experience. Wheal 
have an impreilive ami affecting fenfe of heart 
of the truths of the gofpel, and thofe fenfible 
views and exercifes which have been mentioned 
as evidences in my favour, and my attention is 
fixed on thofe objed^ my doubts vanifli, and I 
think little or nothing of myfelf, and my oww 
character : but the objefis viewed engrofs my 
attention. But when I refleft on my prefent 
esefcift^ mftkofe iei^ve» and is ftiengtlKiied -% 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



SIMUSL nefKlMS. «2y 

bat I lurre greait comfort and enjoyment inde- 
pendent of my hope, and whBemy own ftateu 
not attended to. Indeed my comfort and enjoy- 
ment are previous to the revival of txy hope, and 
tke ground of it. For inftance, when I have 
an afie^ting view and fenfe of heart of the gio-^ 
rious chara&er of Chrift, his works and defigns^ 
his exakation and domtni<MS &c. this is attend- 
ed with a fenfible, fweet approbation C3f heart of 
aM diat is feen and that relates t^ him, and 
^ves high iatisfa^ion and enjoyment, when thin 
view and fenfe^ approbation and ddight, &c. ztt 
^cflefted upon, he it fooner or later : and whil^ 
thefe fenfible views aftd cxereifes continue and 
do not fabfide, my hope of my intcrfeft in thefe 
diings revives, and my doubts vanifh : and 
tifeen, if not always, this reflexion is fo imme-^ 
£ate, that it feems to attend thefe views, exerci^- 
. fes and enjoyments, and to be fo conneded with 
tttid implied in them, that I do not diiliHguifli 
6ae from the other in my own feelings, butth^ 
hope and even affurance of my intereft in Chrift 
feems to be intuiti^i aUd I am not tonftious that 
it is by reflexion. 

But when my ienfibie ^xercife^ towards thefe 
tfe£ling i^jedis^ and my attentioti to jthem in 
feme meafiitfe fubfide, aftd thofe things /which 
have been mentioned as evidences againft me 
«rt more clearly in my view, which of courfi 
irili be Ae <tafe^ «nti ave thfe t^bje£bs ivf my 
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particular and painful attention, they prepbnder^ 
ate in the fcale of my mind, and doubts arifej 
and fome times greatly prevail ; and, I queftion 
the truth and reality of my former vie\P8 and 
exercifes, or that they were truly gracious, and 
they appear rather as a dream than a reality. 

Thus my mind flii^uates, and pafles from 
one objedi to another, and has fometimes more 
clear and fenfible views of one obje£); than of 
another, and is more imprefled and affe£ied with 
it : and then the other has its turn of attra&ing 
my fenfible attention, and the former goes more, 
if not wholly, out of view for a time. And I 
believe a chriftian cannot live without doubts of 
his • good eilate, and ntaintain ^a .^ell grounded 
uninterrupted confidence and afltrVance that he 
is a chriftian, unlefs he lives in a view and fenfc 
of divine trutli, and in the exercife of chriftian 
grace. I am. in fome meafure fenfible that it is 
wholly my fault that I do not live fo, in fuch 
conftant view and feirCe of divine truth and high 
exercife of conftant love to Chrift, and faith in 
and devotednefs to him, which would exclude 
all doubts of my intereft in him, and be attend- 
ed with an affurancc that I have the fpirit of 
Chrift. Andldefireno other evidence of my 
interdt in Chrift but this ; or, to be affured of 
my gocki eftate in any other way, but in the 
fively exercife of true grace.* I have been ac- 
quainted with fomeprofeffing chriftians; who 
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hjrtrc dedared that they have lived many years 
tnithout a doubt df their good eftate^ and they 
were cotiftantly affiiredlliat th^ were intei^fted 
in Oinft and (hduld be <aved» who did not 
i^p«ar to me to h^vse any (otenMA conftant fenfe 
Ctf the truths ©f chriftianky, or to live anfwer- 
able to fudi a profdffion ^ and therefore am 
ffi^fffed to thittk they ttte deluded, and mcfk 
t^rtiaMy ha^re 4io gntce at Al 

Iliere aredther^ Vho appear to berealu and 
fonte of thorn eoK^ellent cbrifttans by their life 
andcotiTerfation, who appear never to call ia 
queftion or doubt their having true grace ; but 
feme how always talce it for granted as a fettled 
point that they are chriftians : while there arc 
cAhers who appear to he as good and eminent 
^hrifti^ns as the former, who have many doubts, 
e^cially at dm^s, of their being real chridians^ 
and never fpeak of i^eir being fuch with that 
confidence as tlie former do, nor without an if, 
»r ibme hefitation. Th^e may, perhaps, both 
be equally good cfariftialis^ and have equally 
ftrong and h^h eaosroifes 4Sf grace at times, and 
thdr difference above mentioned may be owing 
to their difierent natural temper, or educaiion, 
or the different public inRru£tion they have 
lived under, ortothe circumftaii«e( And manner 
of their feft difcoveries of divine truth, and 
peculiar impreffions and exevcifee when they 
were converted or afterwardsi or from fome* 
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thing elfe whidhi is not knewn to them or to U9. 
But it is probable they are both in fome degree 
wrong in two oppofite- extremes. The former 
being habituated to confider thejiiielved to be 
chrillians without having th^ pfefent evidenee of 
it in their own minds by the fenfible exercife of 
grace, relying upon it that they have had fuch 
exercifes often, > and an aflUrance that they did 
devote themfelves to Chrift, and that he was 
their chofen Saviour, &c. and think it is a Gn 
ever to doubt of this. And perhaps they, at 
lead fome of them, think, having been taught 
fo, that this is living by faithy and not byjighij 
and that it is a fin to doubt, let their prefent 
frame and exercifes of mind be what they may. 

The latter have minds of a contrary caft» 
They arc difpofed to be diffident with refpe£k to 
their own exercifes which may b? fuppofed to be 
thofe of real chrillians. They are habituated to 
look on the dark fide, and draw conclufions 
againft themfelves. Thongh, at times, they 
have fuch views ^nd exercifes as to revive their 
hope, and even remove all doubt of their being 
real chriftians* Yet when thefe exercifes fubfide 
in avConfiderable degree at leaft, and they fee 
.much in their heart, contrary to thefe, their 
doubts arife and they fear they have been delu- 
ded. They attend moft to the evils in their 
hearts and live^ their felfijjinefs and pride, 
hardnefs of heart and unbelief^ &c. tb^ir want 
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of loVeto God and great deficiency in every 
right exercife, if they have the lead degree of 
them 5 and they view their lives as very defec- 
tive and unfruitful, the fruit of iloth and indif- 
ference to the mbft afFe£ling and important things 
&c. &c. They are difpofed to dwell moft upon 
thefe things in their thoughts and meditations, 
which tends to keep up a gloom in their minds 
and a defpondency which feems not fo well to 
become chriftians, who are required to be cheer- 
ful and to rejoice always. Thefe therefore do 
undoubtedly err on the other hand from the 
former, though the fource and manner of their 
error may not be eafily difcovcred and explained. 
If I am a real chriftian, I mufl; be numbered 
with the latter, though diflFering in fome refpefts 
perhaps, from niany of them, if not from all. 
But I could wifh that I Were fuch a chriftian as 
not to be juftly clafled with either the former or' 
the latter ; but with thofe who liVe in fuch a 
conftant afFefting view and fenfc of invifible, 
eternal things, and in the exercife of fuch pleaf- 
ing approbation of the charafter of Chrift, and 
fuch ftrong and fenfible love to him, as to 
exclude all doubt, and enable me at all times, 
to fay with Peter, « Lord, thou knoweft that I 
love thee." 

They who oppofe faith to fenfibility and all 
gracious exercife of heart are grofsly erroneous 
and abfurd in their notion of true fpiritual fcnfi* 
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bility and of faith, and they whoUy penrtft.axi4 
mifapply the words of the Apoftle Paul, when 
he fays, « We live by faith, and not by fight/' 
for he does not here oppofe faith to fpiritual fight 
and fenfibility of heart ; but to the difcerning 
aiad. fight of the things of this prefent world. 
Not living by fight is the fame with not looking 
sit the things wiiich are feen 

Faith is fpiritual fight and fenfibility of heart, 
and where the one is not, the other cannot exift, 
and to attempt to diftinguifh and feparate them, 
jsjuft as unreafonable and abfurd as to attempt- 
to make two different things of that which i& 
one and the fame thing. Spiritual fight and di& 
cerning of invifible things, or the truth revealed, 
in the gofpel, imply fenfibility and cxerdfe of 
heart, and in this true faith confifts, or this is the 
^flence of faith, fo that where this is not, there 
is no true faith ; for with the hearty man believ- 
eth, and none have faving faith but they who be- 
lieve the truths of the gofpel with all their heart. . 
. Faith worketh by love. That is, faith 'a£ls and 
operates efficacioufly by love. Love is the life 
anda£tive nature of faith ; fo that where there 
is no love, there is no faith, but that which is a 
lifelefs dead one. Faith purifieth the heart, it is. 
itfelf purity of heart by which it fees God, and 
confequently all thofe invifible things which are 
implied in his Being and perfei^ions, and which 
he has revealed to maa* Faith is the ftng^ e^ 
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which belongs to the heart, is the fame with pu- 
rity of heart, by which the mind fees the truth 
and is filled with fpiritual light, love and holy af- 
fcftion. 

There is therefore no fuch thing poffible as 
living by faith, without fpiritual fight and that 
fenfibility of heart in which is implied the exer- 
cife of every chriftian grace ; for this is a plain 
contradi£iion, and a dangerous error. So that 
they are under a great delufion, who think that 
they are living, in this fenfe by faith and not by 
fight i for this is the fame with living by faith 
and not living by faith. Such either have no 
idea of faith, or they mean by it a mere fpecu- 
lative belief which wicked men and devils may 
have : Or by faith they mean a perfuafion or be- 
lief that Chrift died for them, that they are in- 
terefted in all the promifes of the covenant of 
grace, &c. . This indeed appears to be the mean* 
ing of moft, if not all of thofe of whom I 
am now fpeaking. They hold that faving faith 
is believing that Chrift is my Saviour, and that 
confequently all his promifes are mine, &c. or 
that this belief is neceflarily implied in faving 
faith,"" and effential to it. They contend that this 
faith is not founded on any evidence from within 
ourfelves, any exercife of heart, of love to God, 
&c. but it is a dkcSt perfuafion and undoubting 
belief that Chrift died for me and is mine and 
will favc me, without any evidence that I have 

M 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



134 ^^^^ ^^ 

any fenfibiUty or friendlincfo of heart toward* 
his charaacr, or confcioufocfs of any thing in 
me different from what waa always there, or 
from what any man in the world has. In (hort, 
it is a faith or belief not grounded on any evi- 
ilencc difcerricd in ourfclves, by which we differ 
from any other finner, and to which any promife 
is made 5 and without any evidence of wh^ we 
believe from the bible or any reafon whatever. 
This is with them a ftrong heroic faith, and even 
the only true faving faith \ for it is their opinion 
that men cannot have any grace in their hearts, 
fuch as love to Chrift, repentance, &c. until they 
bcfieve that Chrift loyes them and died for them. 
This faith and perfuafion being the caufe or 
ground of every chriftian grace, and true fenfi- 
bility and gracious ^St6kion of the heart. Hence 
they think thsft looking for any fuch thing in 
ourfelves, as an evidence that we have an intereft 
in Chrift and (hall be faved by him, is an un- 
certain and legal way of obtaining aiTurancey 
and not to be depended on, and will be attended 
with endlefa doubts and uncertainty, at beft. 

Mr. Marihal wrote a book, many years ago, on 
this plan, and exprefsly fays that faith, by which 
he means believing that Chrift is ours, and that 
we fliall be faved by him, is not grounded on any 
thing we find in ourfelves, which has been 
wrought in us by the fpirit of God^ or on any 
^viienct^vomjinpturef or Jku/h, or rec^^ but 
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this propofition that Chrift and fakation are ours, 
w€ maft believe and be aflTured is true> without 
any evictence of the truth of it from any thing 
whatfoeyer. And from this faith when men at- 
tain to it, the heart will be filled with loTC to 
God and every chriftian grace. This book has 
had a number of editions, and has been read 
smd admired by thoufands. Mr. Hervcy a late 
noted and celebrated writer in England, was in 
the fame fcheme with Mr. Marflial, and he 
fpeiks of his book in terms of warm approba- 
tion, and recommends- it as the next book to the 
bible. Mr. Hervey's dialc^ues, which are on 
this plan, hare had a great run and have been 
greatly approved by religious people in general. 
And no man has exprefsly written againft his and 
Mar fhal's notion of faith, &c. in- Great-Britain 
that I have hesard of \ and their fcheme or fome- 
thing like it, is generally embraced now by thofe 
who call themfclves calvinifts both clergy and 
laity in Great-Britain. The only pcrfcm who 
has written exprefsly againft thefe writers, and 
cxpofed the'falfehood and abfurdity of their no- 
tion of love to God, faith in Chrift, and aiTur-*. 
ance of a title to eternal life, is Dodor Bellamy, 
which book is read but by very few in Great-Bri- 
tain; partly, I fuppofe, becaufe itcxpofcs and con- 
demns the fentiments of thefe men on the heads 
mentioned, who are in high efteem there fot 
their eminent piety. But were they ever fo truly 
pious in heart, and religious and exemplary in 
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their condu£l ; yet thefe principles, wiiich they 
advocated, are not the lefs, but the more dan- 
gerous and mifchievous on that account, and 
dierefore ought to be expofedv in all their falfe- 
hood, abfurdity and evil tendency. For they 
arc indeed direfily contrary to the fcripture, to 
fenfe and reafon, and of the moil dangerous and 
hurtful tendency ; and reprefent experimental 
religion as the moft irrational and abfurd thing 
that was ever imagined. , The papifts' doflrine of 
tranfubftantiation, and any do£^riae contained in 
the alcoran of the Mahometans, is not more 
contradi£tory, irrational and abfurd than thefe 
fentiments are, with whatever artful and fpe- 
cious colors they may be drefied up. 

I have dwelt thus long on this head as thefe 
fentiments appear to me fo contrary to fcripture, 
and are of fuch pernicious tendency, and are 
contrary to all my religious experience, as they 
are.to my reafon. But if I am not a chriflian, 
and all my exercifes of heart and religious ex- 
periences fall fliort of true religion, and are 
mere delufion ; yet I am certain that the fenti- 
ments concerning love to God, faith in Jefus 
Chrift, and aflurance of an intereft in him now- 
mentioned, cannot be true, but are grofs delu- 
fion ; and they, whofc exercifes of heart, and 
experimental religion are wholly built upon thefe 
principles, are awfully deluded, and ftrangers 
to real religion. I will now mention fome of the 
reafons on which my aflurance oithis is grounded. 
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1. Such a faiA Jias . no fcyidcncc of what is 
bcliwcd, and Aeiiefcwe is without fpundaticm, 
and a mere delufion. They fay it 15 believing 
that of which th^re is no evidence from fcrip^. 
lure, fenfc or reafon ; and this i^plieg that it is 
contrary to fcripture, fenfp and re^on, for what 
is not agreeable to thefe muft be contrary to 
tbeau And we are certain it is coii^tiary torea*- 
fom and fcripture to believe without any evidence^ 
and the latter abundantly declares that they have 
no intereft in Chrift) who do not come to him^ 
and^are ^ot ppfiefled of that which implies love 
to him. Therefore fucb a belief -is a^delafioa.and 
A belief of a lie. - ^ 

2. Such a faith is not the faith whiph t^e gof- 
pel defcribes. No fuch faith is fpoken of as 
faving faith. It does not confift in believing 
Chrift is mine, &c. but in believing with all the 
heart that he is the fon -of God, &c. And the 
evidence that we have this faith and thofe things 
which are implied in it, is the only good evi^ 
dence we can have, according to fcripture or the 
reafon and nature of things, that Chrift is our 
Saviour. This leads to another particular, 

3. The affurance a man gets that Chrift is his 
Saviour, only by believing it to be true without 
any evidence, is always falfe affurance, and only 
the belief of a lie. There is no other true af- 
furance or belief that Chrift is our Saviour, but 
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that which is grounded on evidence that forne* 
thing has taken place in us which implies a new 
heart, and real love to him, which is real holi- 
nefs. So that fandification of heart is the only 
good evidence any one can have of juftification, 
of an intereft in Chrift. 

4. Thisplan is wholly built upon felfifhneft, 
and according to it felf-love is the foundation of 
love to God, and of all chriftian grace. There- 
fore in order to our loving God, we muft believe 
he loves us, and Chrift died for us, &c. But this 
is not true love to God. And all the religion 
which is built on this plan is nothing but a piece 
of felfiOinefs, which according to fcripture and 
-reafon is not true religion, but wickednefs. 



END OF THE UFE. 
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Semi-Calvinist. 

SiRy I have wanted, for fome time, to tatt 
with you about the notion, which fome lately 
advance, viz. That chriftians may, yea, that 
they ought, and muft be willing to perifti for- 
ever, in order to be chriftians. This is a fhock- 
ing doiftrine to me : For I believe it abfolutely 
impoifible for any one to be willing to be eternal- 
ly wretched ; and, if it were poffible, it would 
be very wicked ; for we are commanded tO do 
that which is direftly contrary to this, viz. to 
defire and feek to efcape damnation, and to be 
faved ; as all our moft confiderable and befl: 
divines have taught, which I could eafily prove, 
were it neccfikry. 

Calvinist. I -can decide nothing upon this 
matter until I know what is meant by being wll-- 
ling to be mjer able forever ^ by thofe who aflcrt this, 
or you^ who oppofe it. Let me then alk you. 
Do you fuppofe that by being willing to be mit- 
erable is meant a being pleafed with damnation^ 
or choofing to be miferable forever, for its own 
fake or in itfelf confidered ; and preferring mif- 
ery, eternal mifery, and being juft as the damned 
will be, to eternal happinefs, apd^being juft as 
the blefled will be forever, coafideriHgtho fornv* 
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er as being in itfelf better than the latter ? This^ 
is doi4)tlefs impofnble, and if it were not, would 
be very unreafonable and wicked. And I quef- 
tion whether any one ever believed this, or meant 
to affert it, by faying that chriftians ought to be 
willing to perifli forever. But if by being wil- 
ling to be call off by God forever, be meant^ 
that however great and dreadful this evil is ; yet 
a chriftian may and ought to be willing to fuifer 
it, if it be neceffary in order to avoid a greater 
evil ; or to obtain an overbalancing good, if fuch 
a cafe cart be fuppofed : This, I think, is true, and 
ought to maintained, as eflential to the char after 
of a chriftian; and that the contrary do£trine 
is^ dangerous and hurtful. For it is eflential to 
true benevolence to prefer a greater good to a 
Icfs, and a tefs evil to a greater, and that whether 
it be private or public good or evil ; pr his own 
perfonal good or evil, or that of others. 

Semi. I am unable to conceive what you 
mean by ** a greater eviP than eternal dam- 
nation, or « ft greater good"^ to be promoted by 
this evil. Is not this the greateft of all evils ? 
And what good is left for him, who is doomed 
uo eternal mifery ? I grant that a man may, 
ixi^ ought to fubjeft himfclf, in many cafes, to 
a left evil> in order to avoid a greater, or to ob^ 
tain a greatly overbalancing good 5 but in the 
jftropofed cafe all good is' loft forever, and the 
-greateft poffiUe evil tak^s place> and nothing but 
evil, without end. 
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Caiv, ts not the damnation of millions a 
greater evil than the damnation of » fingle per- 
fon? And is not the eternal happinefs of mil- 
lions a greater good, than that of one individual ? 
This I know you will grant. Suppofing it were 
neceffary for one individual to be miferable for- 
ever in order to fave a million from this mifery ; 
and by his fubjeding himfelf to this, they would 
all be faved from this evil, and be eternally hap^ 
py : ought he not to be willing to pcrifh, in fuch 
a qafe and on this fuppofition ? And if he fliould, 
not be willing to give himfelf up tp this evil, to 
(ave a million from it, and to make them eter^ 
lu^y happy, would he not prefer a million time9 
greater evil to one a million times lef$ ; andchoofe 
a million times lefs good and prefer it to one a 
million times greater ? And if this is not un- 
reafonable and wicked, and direftly contrary to 
true "benevolence, what can be ? 

SEMf. This is making an impoffible fuppofi* 
tion. The damnation of one man cannot fave 
one, much lefs a million. 

Cjjlv. I grant it is an impoffible fuppofition j 
but it ncvcrthelefs ferves to (how that there may 
be a greater evil than the damnation of one in- 
dividual J a good that will overbalance a million 
times, the evil of the damnation of one man } 
Wd that on^/uppofition, this greater evil can be a- 
Voided, and the overbalancing good obtained, by 
tbe damnation of one man, and can be done no 
^ther way, then it h doable he fliould be dam* 
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ned^ and he ought to be willing, andtorchoofe 
it. St. Paul makes this fame fuppofition, when 
he fays, " I could wifli that myfelf were ac- 
curfed from Chrift, for my brethren, my kinf- 
men, according to the fleft," and declares that 
he ihould be willing to periih and could even 
wijbit, if by that means, all the nation of the 
Jews might be faved'. 

. Semi. This is carrying things too far. It is 
impofnble that any man fhould be willing to give 
up all good, and to be miferable forever, for the 
fake of the gdod of others, be it ever fo great. 
And you mifunderftand St. Paul, when you 
fuppofe he fays that he fhould be willing to periih 
for the fake of the falvation. of his brethren. 
By being accurfed from Chrift, he means fomc 
temporary evil only, which he might fuffer con- 
fiftently with his being a chriftian, and hi% ob- 
taining eternal life. , " 

Calv. You implicitly grant in what you 
have juft faid, that a man may be willing to fuf' 
fer evil, and a great degree of it, for the fake of 
the good of others : And indeed, this muft be 
granted by all who allow there is any fuch thing 
in nature as difinterefted benevolence, or loving . 
our neighbour as outfelves. And that this is the 
nature of true love or charity the fcripture af- 
ferts *« charity feeketh not her own.'* And all 
men will grant that it is reafonable that a man 
(hould give up his own good to a great degree 
for the fake ot his neighbour's good : He ought 
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to be ivilling, for inftancc, to endure hunger a 
whbie day, to fave his neighbour from ftarving t 
He ou^t to be willing to give up his whole 
worldly intereft and comfort, and live a life of 
poverty and want, if this were neceffary to fave 
a whole nation from ruin, and make them rich 
and happy : yea, he ought to be willing to ex- 
pofe, and give up his life, if this were neceffary 
for the good of his country, and to fave the lives 
6f millions. 

And if this be the nature of benevolence, and 
moft reafonable, what bounds can be fet to it, 
and where (hall it ftop ? If true benevolence 
will give up twenty degrees of perfonal good for 
Ae fake of a thoufand degrees of good to others : 
it will give up a thoufand degrees, for the fake 
of obtaining fifty thoufand degrees of good to 
others J and fo on, till he has given up all his 
own perfonal good for a proportionably greater 
good to the public. Nothing but a want of be- 
nevolence or a defedi of it, can render a man un- 
willing, in the cafe propofed, to give up ^// his 
perfonal good. And there is the fame reafon for 
his doing it, as there is for his giving up one de- 
gree of his own good for the fake of procuring 
fifty degrees of good to odiers. 

And if benevolence will lead a man to fuffcr 
one degree of pain and mifery, in order to fave 
another from an hundred, degrees of pain, and 
it be moft reafonable that he (hould \ then, fo^ 
the fame reafon he will be willing to fuffcr an 

N 
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hundred degrees of pain or pofitive evil, if thk 
be neceflary in order to fave his^ neighbours from 
ten thoufand^egrees of evil ^ and he muft be 
willing to fuf^ all ^ pofitive evil and pabi diat 
he is capable or through the whole of his exift-< 
«nce, if this be neceflary to fiive an hundred 
diottfand or even an hundred, from dm evil- 
tor there is the iame rea/bn why he ihould be 
willing to fufi^r all this fot the fake of a propor- 
tionably greater good to others, as that he ihould 
be ^x^illing to fuffer one deg^-ee^ to lav« others 
from an hundred degrees. And i£ it be contratp* 
ry to benevolence to be unwilluig to fitfier one 
degree, of evil to fave others^ firont an hundred 
dcjgrcesof it ; it muft be equally comtrary to it t<r 
he unwillimg to fufiet all poffiUe degrees of evil, 
for the fake of faving others from a pcop(»rtion« 
ably greater evil. 

It henee appears that the apoftle . Paol, fpolte 
the language of true benevolence^ and declared' 
he felt, as he ought to feel, wheil he faid, he 
eould wifli himfelf accurftdfrom Cbrtfty if by this 
means his brethren might be favod, if we un*^ 
derftand him as meaning, that he was willing ta 
be loft forever for their fake, that they might be 
faved. And why (hall he not be undcrftood t6r 
fay, what he ought to fay, and to fpeak the 
language of true benevolence ; fince this is the 
natural import of his words, and to be accurfed 
from Chri/ff cannot mean fefs than eternal dam- 
nation, without putting an unnatural, forced 
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meaning updfe . them ? St. Paul certaiulj| 
Aoughtit:was a great evil Mhirh lie mentions, 
and was willing it fliould come upcn him for ibe 
fake of his brethren ; fince lie meant hereby to 
cxprefs his love to them. If the evil were fmall 
and inconfiderable, it expreffed but a fmnll and 
inconfitkrable degree of benevolence ; and the 
greater the evil was, which be was willing to 
fuffir for their fake, the greater benevolence waa 
exprefled. He therefore doubtlefs mentioned 
the greateft evil, diat he could conceivf , ?ud 
that he was capable of fuffering ; when he meant 
toexprcfs the greatnefs and ftrength of his love 
to them. And, by the way, as it was no ^f^^r^l 
ment that Paul thought it to be a fmall cvir^i!'t|j 
none at all to be accurfedfrwti<lhr{ft^ or that h^ 
had no avcrfion to it, and that it was not dread-- 
ful to him 5 but the contrary, becaufe; he was 
willing to fufFer it, for the fake of his brethren: 
fo it is no argument that any man does not tliink 
damnation infinitely dreadful, and has not a 
proper averfiontoit, becaufe he is willing to be 
damned, rather than a greater evil fhould take 
place, or for the fake of promoting a greater 
good. 

Semi. For my part, I muft fay, this is all 
darknefs to me. How can thefe thing be ? 

Calv. Let us take another, or a little difFer- 
cnt view of this point 5 perhaps it may be fet in 
a more eafy, convincing light. I conclude you 
will grant that the glory of Ood, or the greateft 
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imd moft advatageous difplay of tl^p divine per- 
fect ion bj hoi Jit iLijjhcft importance ; and that 
il isrcafonabiea asid uur duty to make this our 
higheU andfuptemc ^nd, in all our de fires and 
a£Uons J and that we • dfight *not to be willing 
any thing fhould take place, inconfiftent with 
his glory v and that wc ought to be willing that 
fhould take place, be it what it may, which is 
moft for his glory 5 even though it be the eternal 
damnation of finncrs* 

^ Se mi. ^ T gr ^iit tliat we ought to make the glo- 
ry of God our fupremc end. But this will be fo 
far from making us willing to be damned, tliat it 
will lead us to defire and purfue our falvation, 
that he may be glorified in that, and that we may" 
glorify him forevei^*' 

■'■ Calv. But it is not for the glory of God that 
, all fhould be faved ; but moft for his glory that 
a number fliould be damned j otherwifc all would 
be faved. We will therefore now make a fup- 
pofition, which is not an impoflible one, viz. 
thatitismoftfor God's glory, and for the univer- 
fal good that you fhould be damned ; ought you 
not to be willing to be damned, on this fuppofi- 
tion, that God could not be glorified by you in 
any other way ? 

Semi. You are full of your fuppofttions \ I 
will not, I cannot, I have no bufinefs to fuppofe 
any fuch thing. 

Calv. You know that it is moft for the glo- 
ry of God that fomc {hould be damned. And 
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if you do mbt know that you area chriftian, yoU do 
not know but itisinfaS time, that it ismoftfor the 
glory of God, that you fliould be damned 5 the 
fuppofition is therefore natural and eafy, and 
you cannot well aroid making it. Suppofmg 
then this were true, which may be true, notwith- 
ftat^ng any thing you know, how ought you 
to feel with rtfpeCt to it ? ought you not to be 
willing to be damned ? 

Semi. TH^ is impoffible ! 

Calv. I grant it is impoilible to one who val- 
ues himfelf, and his own perfonal intereft and 
happineft, more than he does the glory of God, 
and the higheft intereft of his kingdom. And 
it is infallibly certain that every one who lives 
and dies with fuch a difpofition, will and muft 
be damned. But to him who loves Gqd fu- 
premely, and defires his glory above all things, it 
is fo far from being impoflible to be willing to be 
damned, cm fuppofition this is moil for God's 
glory, diat he could not will or ehoofe any thing 
elfe. He muft fay, « let God be glorified, let 
what will become of safe «" If he cannot fay fo, 
it is becaufe his own intereft and happinefs, are 
of more importance with him, than the glory 
i«F God ; or in bdicr word^, becaufe he is not a 
true friend, but an enemy to God. 

Sbmi. But fuppofe he knows he loves God, 
and therefore knows that it is forthe glory of God 
that he ibould be faved ? 
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Calv. No man can know that he love$ God, 
until he does really love him; that is tmtil he does 
feek his glory above all tilings, and isdifpofed to 
fay, « let God be glorified, whatever may be 
neceffary in order to it/' without making any 
exception : and this is to be willing to be damned, 
if this be neceffary for the glory of Gk>d. And 
as he cannot know that he loves God, till he has 
this difpofition, which is neceffarily implied in 
love to God, he does not know that it is not ne- 
ceffary for the glory of Gk)d that he fhould be 
damned. He therefore cannot know that he 
loves God, and ihall be faved, until he knows he 
ha^ that difpofition which implies a willingncfs 
to be damned, if it be not mod for the glory of 
God that he fhould be faved. And if any one 
thinks he loves God, and fhall be faved ; if he 
finds that his love to God does not imply, a wil- 
lingncfs to be damned, if this were moil for his 
glory, he has reafon to conclude that he is de- 
ceived, and that what he calls love to God is 
really enmity againft him. For he, who cannot 
love God on any fuppoficwti but that -he will not 
damn but fave him, is not a friend, but an ene- 
my to God. 

Let us examine this matter in a little diflerent 
light ftill. I would afk the following queftion. Is 
itnotreafonable,anda duty to fubmit to the viU 
of God, and acquiefce in it, refpe£ling his gov- 
erning providence, and difpofal of all diings ; fo 
as to be able to fay. « thy will be done," with- 
out making any exception ? 

Digitized by VjOQQIC 



A DIALOGUE. 151 

• Semi. I cannot ohjcGt againft this ; it muft 
be anfwercd in the affirmative 5 for God's will is 
infinitely wife and good, and it is rebellion 
againft him to be unwilling that he fhould do as 
he pleafes, or to make any exception whatever. 

Calv. You have concceded all that is necef- 
fary, I think, in order to decide the point in dif- 
pute between us. God has revealed it to be his 
will to puniflifomei of -mankind forever. You 
know not but you are one of them. Whether 
you (hall be faved or damned depends entirely on 
his will : And fuppofing he fees it moft for his 
glory, and the general good that you fhould be 
damned, it is certainly his will that you fhould 
be damned. On this fuppofition then, you ought 
to be willing to be damned ; for not to be willing 
to be danmed, in this cafe, is oppofing God's 
will, inftead of faying, -<« thy will be done." 

In this cafe, it is eafy to fee that there is no 

way to efcape damnation, but by being willing 

to be damned, on fuppofition it is the will of 

God to caft you off; as there is no other way to 

fubmit to his will, and acquiefce in it, cboofing 

his will fhould be done : Without which fub- 

miffion it is impoffiMe a man fliould be faved. 

For tomake anyexception, and to be willing God 

fhould do as he pleafes, if he will fave you, and 

on no other condition, is no true fubmiffion to 

God ; but a fetting up your will to be the rule of 

God's conduct towards you. And to attempt to 

to get to heaven^ or to obtain aflurance or any 
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evidence that you {hallb»faYed> inoppofidon to 
fitcb fubmijfton to the will of God> widioat 
0iaking any condition^ or exception in farour of 
yourfelf^ is to fight againft God, and to go ia 
the road to hell. 

Semi. I think thefe things had better be let 
alone, fuppofmg there be any truth in what you 
advance : for fuch a way of talking only tends !» 
puzzle people, and to difcourage, and perj^eK 
chriftians ; and will be of no advantage to any 
body* 

Calv. It may puzzle and difcourage half* 
chrtftiam^ who never were brought to an unre-^ 
ferved fubmif&on to the will of God, and to de-^ 
fire.his glory, above all things. And it is to be 
wifhed they might be fo difcouraged, as to be 
convinced diat they are not real chriftians. It 
may alfo puzzle fome real chriftians, for a time, 
who have never carefully attended to this matter, 
£b as to compare their own feelings with this 
truth, when rightly underftood : They having 
never viewed this point in a true light, but by 
their education, and the inftruflions they have 
had, have imbibed prejudices againft it, as it has 
been rcprefcnted, or ratKer wi^rcprefentcd to 
them. But when thefe have the truth fairly 
laid before them, and it is properly explained ^ 
it is to be prcfumed, it will be fo far from per- 
plexing and difcouraging them, that it will ns 
move all their prejudices, and it will become a 
ftrcngthening, encouraging doctrine to thco^ 
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while they find their hearts in feme meafurc, a- 
greeing with this truth, and feel that to have 
God loofe his honour, and the greateft general 
good not promoted ; and the will of God not 
done, and his infinitely wife and good plan marr- 
ed and hurt : is to them an infinitely greater 
evil, than their own damnation, or that of mil- 
lions of others. And if they cannot be faved^ 
confiftently with God^s higheft honour, and the 
greateft good of the whole, and agreeable to the 
divine will and plan, there can be no falvation 
for them, which they would defire ; but are 
willing to be damned, if that only be confiftent 
with all this. 

But let the matter be ftated on a yet different 
footing, and the fame truth, I believe, will turn 
up to view, and perhaps, with fome additional 
evidence, if it can be made more evident. You 
believe, 1 conclude, that God will for his own 
glory, and the greateft general good, punifh 
many of mankind with everlafting deftrudtion. 

Semi. To be fure. 

Calv. And to this, I fuppofe you have no 
obje£l:ion ; but acquiefce in it, and are quite 
willing it fhould be fo, fince it is necefiary for 
the glory of God, and the greateft good of the 
whole. 

Semi. Yes, fince this is the will of God, 
and necefiary to anfwer the end you have men- 
tioned, I am willing they fliould be mifcrable for- 
cter. 
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Calt. And how do you know that it is not 
as neceflary that you (hould be damned to an- 
fwer the fame cnd«, as that any one clfc fhould ; 
and that therefore it is the will of God to damn 
you with them ? At lead, we may make . the 
fuppofitioii that this is really fo. How do you 
feel on this ftate of the cafe. Are you willing 
to be damned, if it be neceffary to anfwcr the 
fame end, that is fought by the damnation of 
others, and for die fake of which you arc willing 
th^ (hould be damned ? 

Semi. This is a hard queftion, I fufpc^ there 
is fome puzzle in it. 

Calv. It appears to me to be a plain cafe. 
If there be the fame reafon, and the fame necef- 
fity, that you (hould be damned, as that others 
ihould be caft off* ; and this is a fufficient reafon 
wkh you to be willing they (hould be damned ; 
then Jir the fame reafon^ you muft be willing to 
be damned yourfelf, and cannot but be willing, 
if you feel according to reafon, and lore your 
neighbour as well and as much as yourfelf. 
You muft, therefore, if you would not be in- 
confiftent, either difapprore of your neighbours 
damnation, and obje^ to it, refufing your con- 
fent : or you muft be willing to be damned, 
there being the fame reafon and neceffity for it, 
as there' is that your neighbour (hould be thus 
puni(hed, who deferves it no more than you. 
Nothing but an unreafonable fel(i(hnefs, and dif- 
regard to your neighbours welfare, can make 
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you objeA to your own damnatioa, and confeni 
to his. 

Sbmi. I confe£s I fee na way out, and have 
nothing to reply to this at prefent. Bui I have 
one thing to &y that will prove your arguments 
muft be defective fome where though I do not 
fee it at pre&nt. For the damned will be per« 
£e£tly wicked and enemies to God Ibrerer ; and 
k cannot be right to be WiUang to be abandoned 
to fin and enmity againft Gody and blafpfaemd 
his name fosever* ThereJore no man ought to 
be willing to be damned, iinlefs he ought to be 
lirilUng to be Cod's enemy,, and like die devil 
ferever ; tt^afiert which would be ihockiiigv and 
so man furety cam believe it. 

CAiiV. This, I confefe is a plaufible objec- 
tion, and has fo much feeming weight in it, tha« 
no woinder it fhould a^^ear to many, at tiie iirft 
iriew at leaft, infuperable and Unaafwerable^ 
But fincc it £eems to be proved, beyond contra** 
di£^iony by what ha& been faid above, that a 
sum ought to be willing to be damned, on tha 
fuppofitions which have been made ; and it is 
impofiible that two* contradiflioiy propofition 
ftould be bodi true 5 we muft not admit this ob- 
jcftioti to be unanfwerablc,^ without caref " 
ttJviewing and examining it. And if, upon 
amination, it (hall appear to be without founda- 
tion, and contrary to the truth, what has been 
Wore proved, will be yet more confirmed. 

Tott have granted, and all muft grant, that 
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wc ought to be willing that fomc of our fcUow 
men fhould be abandoned to fin and ruin, and be 
confirmed enemies to God forever : And it is 
plain that to acquiefce in this is fo far from being 
a friend to fin, or finful, or implying any enmi-^ 
ty againft God in our iiearts, that thus to con** 
fent to it, becaufe it is the revealed will of God, 
for his own glory and the general good, is an 
exercife of love to God, and his law ; and of 
benevolence to being in general : And not to' 
be willing, in this cafe, and to refufe cordially 
to confent to it, would be rebellion againft God» 
So that there is no other way for us, not to turn' 
enemies to God ourfelves, but to be willing that 
fome of our fellow men fhould be enemies to him 
forever. And why muft not this be juft as true 
in our own cafe, or fuppofing it is moft for 
God's glory and the general good that we ihould 
be given up to eternal enmity againft God ; and 
therefore, God hath determined we ihould be 
. thus given up, and fent to hell, wiA others ? 
Not to confent to it, on this fuppofition^ would 
be an a£t of enmity againft God and to be an 
enemy to him : But to confent to it, and be 
willing that God's will ihould be done, for his 
own glory and the general good, would be fo far 
from being friends to fin, that it would be an 
exercife of love and friendfhip to God, and 
benevolence to being in general. And fo long as 
we continue willing to be ourfelves with others, 
abandoned to fin and ruin forever, for the rcafona 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



A mALOGUE. 157 

and ends mentioned, we (hall not, we cannot be 
enemies to God or friends to fin, for this implies 
a plain contradi£l:ion : But as foon as we ceafe to 
be willing to be thusgivenupto fin, we are given upt 
and turned enemies toGodandall good : Andthe 
evil never can come upon us until we withdraw 
our fubmiffion, and refufe to acquiefce in the 
will of God. Hence it appears that all the fore- 
going reafons to prove that we ought to be wil- 
ling to be damned, if this be tlie will of God, 
and for his glory and the general good, ftand 
good, and equally prove that we ought to con- 
fcnt to ihis, on thia fuppofition •, even though 
damnation includes a being given up to fin and 
enmity againft God forever.* 

Perhaps this point may be farther illuflrated, 
and fet in a more convincing light to fome, by 
the inftanceof the. angels, who were all created 
perfeftlyholy, Itwasbeft, on the whole, moft 
for God's glory and the general good, that vaft 
numbers of them, (hould rebel and continue in 
fin and ruin forever : And therefore it was 
God's will that this fhould take place. Suppofe 
diis had been revealed to them, when they were 
all perfefkly holy, and each one could hot know 
but he w^s the perfon, who among others was to 
be given up to fin and deflru£bion ; for the glory 
of God, and the good of the whole. How 
ought they to have felt on l*uch an occafion ? 
They muft all confent to the will of Jehovah, 
and fay «< let it take place however many of vls, 
6 
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or whoever of us, mufl fall into this finful ruined 
jti.te, or whatever becomes of us." If they did 
not thus willingly fubmit to the will of Jehovah, 
t}icy would by that, turn enemies to him, and 
fall into that very ftate, and bring that evil upon 
themfelvcs, whick they oppofed, or to which 
they refufed to fubmit for the glory of God, and 
the general good. But fo long as they had fuch 
a fupreme regard for the will of God, his glory 
and the general good as to fey, <* thy will be done^ 
let wliat will come' upon us," tliey would be £e*^ 
cure from the evil ; and this would be the only 
way to avoid it. So long as they all continued 
of this difpofition, they continued happy and 
holy. They, who fell into a ftate of endldTs 
fm and woe, did it by giving up fuch a difpofi- 
tion and indulging a contrary one 5 and they who 
continue holy and happy, da continue and per- 
fevcre in this ftate and chara€ket, by perfevering 
in a fubmiffion to the will of God, and fuch a 
regard for his glory and the general good, that 
they are willing to-be given up to eternal fin and 
ruin,, if thisVere neceflary to anfwer thefeends, 
or if they could not remain in this h<yy and hap- 
py ftate, confiftently with God's glory, and the 
greateft good of the whole. 

In a word, God thought it beft, and there- 
fore was willing that great numbers of angels 
fhould become finful and miferable forever ; and 
all the angels before any of them fell, were hike 

God in their difpofition, and choice, and thcre- 

# 
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fore were difpofed to acquiefce in his will and 
choice, when made known to them. Confe- 
quently had God's will been difcovered witli rcf- 
peft to this, thejr would all have acquiefced in iu 
fo long as they were holy as God is holy. And 
if any one fliould feel the lead relu£^ancc to it 
even though he knew he was one that was to fall 
into fin and ruin, he would by that reluciance 
and oppofition of heart to God's will, be an ene- 
my to God, and fall into ruin. And none could 
fall into that ftate, iti any poiTible way, but by 
oppofing God*s will or by being umvilling that 
his will, fliould be done. 

Semi. This is more puzzling yet. You car- 
ry us away to the angels, concerning whom we 
know but little \ I choofe to keep nearer home, 
-and mind my own bufinefs. 

Calv. If you are determined not to think^ 
and will not range into any quarter of the uni- 
verfe, to get light, you will remain in darknefs, 
and always be puzzled^ with a thoufand things, 
while a child of fourteen years old, who has a 
right tafte and difpofition, and improves his un- 
derftanding, as he ought, will be at no lofs abotit 
them ; but will fee them in the light of demon- 
ftratioo. 

Your laft objeftion was, that for a man to be 
willing to be a confirmed enemy to God, if nc- 
ccffary for the glory of God and the general good, 
would be a finful volition; and therefore he 
ought not to be willing. I have undertaken to 
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fhew, that this is fo far from being true, that 
«5/ to be nvilllngj in the cafe propofed, as to op- 
pofe this, would he a finful volition.;' and there 
IS no other way, in order to avoid fin, but to be 
willing, in this cafe, it being neceflary to an- 
fwer thefe ends, to be call ofF into a ftate of 
perfea wickednefs and ruin. And I think what 
lias been faid amounts to a clear demonftration, 
and wifli you to review it with calmnefs and at- 
tention, and fhew, if you can, where the argu- 
ment fails, or elfe yield to the force of it^ and think 
of it until it becomes eafy and familiar to you. 

• Semi. Your reafonings on the fubjedt feem 
to be clear and conclufive, I confefs. At leaft, I 
fee no v/ay at prcfent to confute them. But I 
do not choofe to have this matter fettled by 
metaphyfical reafpaing only. I want fcripture 
proof and evidence \ for when we go by this, we 
are on fure ground. I obferve you have made 
but little ufe of the bible in your arguing on this 
point ^ from which 1 concluded you can find lit- 
tle to your purpofe in that. 

Calv. I have aimed t© keep the fcripture in 
view in all I have faid on this fubjeft, and think 
I have made what is there revealed, the founda- 
I tion of all my reafonings and arguments on the 
points 5 and, that I have been, through the 
whole of our converfation, « reafoning with 
you out of the fcriptures.^' From the fcriptjures- 
we learn that the glory of God ought to Wour 
ultimate and higheft end : that we are coinr|^nd- 
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cd to fcek his glory in all we do ; and therefore 
are forbid to defire or purfue any thing which is 
contrary to his highcft glory j and required to 
fubmit to any thing and defire it may take place, 
which is nxoft for his glory. Therefore, on fup- 
pofition it be moft for his glory that I ihouUl not 
befavcd but loft : I ought to fubmit, and not 
defire to be faved. 

Again, the fcripture teaches us that we ought 
to be all fubmiffion to the will of God, and al- 
ways to be difpofed to fay from the hpart, « not 
my will, but thine be done." Therefore on fup- 
pofition it is the will of God to caft rae ofF, I muft 
fay heartily, « thy will be done." Not to fay 
and feel fo, is to rife in rebellion againft God. 

Moreover, the fcripture requires us to love 
our neighbours as ourfelves. If I do fo, and 
am willing God fhould call any of my fellow- 
men into hell forever, for his own glory and the 
general good, which I muft be, uiilcfs I rebel 
againft his revealed will ; then I muft be willing 
to be caft off myfelf, if this be neceiTary to an- 
fwer the fame ends. 

Thefc are the reafons and arguments by which 
I have endeavoured to prove what I have ad- 
vanced : And is not this arguing from fcrip- ' 
ture F All thofe pafllages of fcripture which 
teach us to make the glory of God our fupreme 
end — ^To be all fubmiffion tp his will, without 
making any exception, and to love our neigh- 
bour as ourfelves, all which it is difficult and 

2 
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needlefs to mention, do prove and really affert 
the doftrine I have affirmed. 

Befides, I have introduced the exprefs words 
of Paul, ftrongly expreffing this to be his wifh 
and dcfire with refpeO: to himfclf, might this be 
the meana of faving his brethren. 

The words of Eli exprefs the fame fentiment, 

1 Sam. iii. i8. " It is the Lord ; let him do what 
feemeth him good.'' This he fays with refpeCtto 

God's awful threatening, « That he would judge 
his houfe forever, and that he had fwom that 
the iniquity of Eli's houfe fliould not be purged 
with facrifice nor offerings forever. And does 
not David exprefs the fame thing when he fays, 

2 Samuel xv. 26. « But if he thus fay, I have 
no pleafure in thee : behold, here am I, let him 
do to me, as feemeth good unto him." Does 
he not refign his whole intereft, temporal and 
eternal, to God's pleafure, without making any 
condition ? If he fay, I have no pleafure in 
thee, is not this to caft him oflF forever ? "Be- 
hold, here I am, let him do to me as feemeth good 
unto him'^ How could he exprefs this fentiment 
in plainer and more ftrong language ? 

Semi. But what advantage will this be to me, 
or any one elfe ? If it be true, I fee not that it 
is a point worth contending about, or what will 
be the benefit of underftanding and believing it. 

Calv. I may aflc you, fir, what benefit there 
IS in oppofing it, if it be not true ? It is rep- 
refented as a very hurtful and wicked do^rine j 
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and if I am not miftaken, you confidere'd it in 
this light, in the beginning of our converfation 
up®n the fubjedl. In this view, you thought 
it of importance to oppofe it. And if it be true, 
the contrary error muft be as wicked and hurt- 
ful, as this would be, were it not true. The 
truth will bear examination, and ought not to be 
given up, becaufe fome do not underftand it, and 
do oppofe it. It certainly can do no one any 
hurt to believe it ; but may be of great fervice, 
if rightly improved ; and the contrary error, I 
believe to be of a very bad tendency. Suffer me 
to illuftrate this, in a few words — 

A denial of this truth, and moil of the ar- 
guments to fupport fuch denial, do mifreprefent 
the nature of difmterefted benevolence, and are 
really a denial of the exiftence, of any fuch 
thing : And it is fuppofed that fclfiihnefs is juf- 
tifiable, and not oppofed by real chriftianity ; 
but that chriftians are warranted to aft, and muft 
aft from felfifli principles. This, I think, is 
evident, from what has been faid on this fubjeft, 
and moft of the objedlions you have made. 
This tends to give a wrong idea of true religion, 
and to encourage profefled chriftians in the in- 
dulgence of a felfifh fpirit ; and to think them- 
felves chriftians, while their feelings and exer- 
cifes, are in direiSi oppofition to true chriftianity : 
And this way of thinking, as I think, difcov- 
ers a contrailednefs of mind, fo it tends to con- 
trafl; it more and more, and to fink it down to a 
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narrow and low way of thinking and a£ting, con>- 
trary to that enlargednefs of mind, and noble- 
nefs of foul, with which real chriftianity infpires, 
and which is implied in difinterefted benevo- 
lence. 

And it is implicitly a denial of the eternal i 
damnation of any of mankind. For, as has 
been obferved, if we love our neighbour as our- 
felvcs, which is neceffarily implied in true holi- 
nefs, and we are unwilling to be damned our- 
felves, when this is neceflary to anfwer the fame 
ends, to anfwer which they are damned 5 then 
we cannot acquiefce in their damnation ; nor 
ought any in heaven or earth to be willing that 
there fhould be any fuch thing as damnation. 
Confequently, there can be no fuch thing, con- 
fiftently with the inclination of any holy being. ,j 
Bat if this unwillingnefs to be damned ourfelve^ | 
when this is as neceflary for the glory of God and 
the general good, as that any of our fellow men 
fhould be damned, is owing to felfiflmefs, and \ 
an exercife of th^t affeSion which is contrary to \ 
loving God fupremely, and our neighbour a^ I 
ourfelves ; then this juftifies felfiflmefs, as has j 
been obferved, and juftifies the chriftian in avow- 1 
ing it, as a good and holy principle ; by which 
he is willing others fliould {uffcr that for the j 
glory of God, which he is not willing to fufFer 
were it neceffiiry to anfwer the fame end : Andi . 
in fhort, cares not what becomes of his fellow 
men, or of God's honour^ if he caa but beHfafe 
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and happy. Surely tliat dqflrine which cm- 
braces and fupports one of thefe alternatives, and 
does really avow the latter, and juftifics all the 
felfifhnefs in the world, and fuppofes there is no 
fuch thing as difinterefted benevolence, is a very 
dangerous and hurtful doftrine, and tends to 
root all true religion ou| of the world. 

On the other hand, the doftrine which I 
have endeavoured to explain and vindicate, 
tends to the advantage of chriftians many ways, 
which advantages naturally come into view, by 
attending to what has been faid, of the evil con- 
fequences of the oppofite doftrine. 

It is fuited to enlarge the mind of the chriftian, 
and to extend his ideas and thoughts to objedls 
which are great and immenfe, and to wake up 
the feelings and exercifes of difinterefted benev- 
ojence, of fupreme love to Go4> and regard to 
the general good, which fwallows up and for- 
gets his own perfonal intereft, as nothing, in 
comparifon with thefe grand objedls^, This will 
help him, in the beft and.ealieft manner to diftin- 
guifh between .true religion and falfe : and to 
obtain, and maintain the evidence in his -own 
mind, that he is a friend to God, and has that 
benevolence in which holinefs does fummarily 
confift. 

This will prepare him to acquiefce in the 
eternal deltruftion of thofe who perifh, and 
even to rejoice in it, as neceflary for the glory of 
God, and the greateft good of the whole, in 
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fhe exeicife of that difintcrcftcd benevolence, 
M^hich makes him to be willing to be one of that 
Cnful, wretched number, were this neceffary to 
anfwer thefe ends. 

This will prevent his preaching, or talking in 
ih^tfelfijb way about religion, which too many 
minifters, and others dp; or indulging felfifli 
affe£lions, under the notion of their being the 
exercife of true religion* 

A belief of this dodtrinc, and exercifef an* 
fwerable, will bring and keep in view, true, un- 
referved refignation to the will of God, And pre- 
vent his deceiving himfelf, with an imagined 
refignation which is not true refignation, but 
the exercife of wicked felfifhnefs, and impie- 
ty ; and with which many are deceiving them- 
felves. For inftance, when a parent loofes a 
dear and only child, he is refigned, and willing 
hib child fhould be taken from hi]i^ by death, if 
God nviir mahe it happy forever. This condition 
fpoilsthe refignation, and it exprefles no true 
regard to God, but only a regard to his child : 
which the moft felfifh parent has, as well as the 
moft benevolent. So one who thinks himfelf a 
chriftian, is willing to be poor and defpifed, to 
be fick and fufFer great pain, if // may work for 
his goody and God will make him eternally happy at 
lafi ; and thinks this true refignation, and that 
in a high and uncommon degree. Whereas this 
\& not real refignation to the will of God, and 
exprefles nothing but fclfiftmefs, in making XJod 
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a tool to anfwcr our own felfifli ends. He will 
confcnt that God fliould make him happy, and 
anfwer his end^, and is willing to be in his hands 
on no other condition. This cxprefles no true 
regard to God, or the general good. To con- 
clude, the chriftian who believes this tqith, and 
has feelings and exercifes anfwerable to it, with 
pleafure gives himfelf into the hands of God, 
and rejoices that he and all things are in his 
hands, and that he will glorify himfelf by all 
men either in their falvation or damnation, and 
* fays, to God, '< if it be moft for thy glory that 
I fliould be caft off, thy will be done, "Father, 
glorify thy name." I have no condition to make, 
let God be glorified, and his kingdom be moft 
happy and glorious, Whatever becomes of me." 
And the ftronger and more clear thefe exercifes 
are, the greater evidence he will have, when he 
reflefls upon them ; that he is a true friend to 
God, and that it is moft for his glory, and for 
the greateft general good, that he fliould be per* 
feftly holy and happy in his kingdom forever. 



END OF THE DIALOGUE. 
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rev:elation xvi. 15. 

^ Behold I come as a thief. Bless^B|i|e that 
watcheth, and keepeth his garme^p^st he 
walk naked, and they see his shame.** 

THE warning, exhortation and encourage-^ 
mcnt here given, by Chrift, to his profeffed 
friends, fuited to excite them to attend to their 
duty and faithf ulnefs to him at all times, are ap- 
plicable to them in whatever circumftances and 
age of the world they have lived, fince they 
were publiflied : But are more efpecially appli- 
cable to thofej who live in the time and circum- 
ftances to whfch the words have a particular 
reference. In order to know what time this is, 
and what are the events which will then take 
place, the context with which thefe words are 
connefled mud be carefully attended to, and 
underftood. 

Thefe words are fpokcn by Chrift, while John 
is narrating the events which were to take place 
under the fixth vial while it was running. In the 
midft qf his narration, or before he had finifhed 
it, he is interrupted, and Jefus Chrift fpeaks 
thefe remarkable and important words ; fo that 
they immediately rcfpe£t the events contained in 
the fcene which was opening to John. In this 
chapter we have an account of the preceding 
vials by the angels to whom they were given. 
Thefe feven vials or cups are faid to -be full of 
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the wrath of God» ^d to contain the fevenlaft 
plagues or remarkable judgments^ which were to 
be infli£^dxhiefly on the beaft and his adherents ; 
that isi jMPope and the hierarchy of the church 
of RonJ^^is fupportcrs and followers. He 
was to continue one thoufand, two hundred and 
fixty years, and thefe vials contained the feveral' 
fucceflGvc calamities and judgments, the effefls 
of the divine wrath, which were to be inflifkcd 
on him and his adherents during his continuance^ 
which, in the events under the laft vial, ihaB 
^mplete his utter deftruAion. If the time of 
the running of thefe feven vials, be computed to 
take up or comprehend one thoufand, two hun- 
dred and fixty years, the time in which the beaft 
is to continue, each vial will take up lefs than 
two hundred years. But nothing appears to 
confine the time of each vial to the fame num- 
ber of years. Some of the vials may compre- 
hend more, or fewer years than others, accord- 
ing to the longer or fhorter continuance of the 
calamitous events, which they reprefent and pre- 
dia. This can be determined beftby the time 
and duration of the events, which have cc^e to 
pafs, and were predi<Sled under the vials#which 
have been poured out. A .number of, ableex- 
pofitors who have carefully confulted the moft 
learned, and credible hiftorians who lived in 
thofe times, have made it evident, that the events ' 
prediSed under the firft four vials took place 
before the reformation from popery by Luther 
• 
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and Calvin, which began ftear the beginning of 
the fixteenth century. « The fifth vial was 
poured out on the feat (throne) of the beaft 5 and 
his kingdom was full of darknefs, and they 
gnawed their tongues for pain, and blafphemed 
the God of heaven becaufe of their pains and 
their fores, and repented not of their deeds." 
When the reformers arofe and declared the pope 
to be anti-chrift, and forfook the church of 
Rome as not the true, but an anti-chriftian 
church, the mother of harlots, many became 
their followers, and embraced their d©ftrines. 
Men in high office, who had great power and 
influence, joined ^ith the reformers and protedl- 
ed them, and a number of nations and*'' king- 
doms renounced the pope and his authority. 
By this his throne, his power and influence, 
which had been very high, great and univerfal, 
were greatly contracted and weakened, and^ 
threatened with annihilation. This greatly 
alarmed the pope and his party, and they exerted 
all their power, policy and cunning to fupprefs 
it, and deftroy the chief promoters of it. And 
the emperor of Germany was excited and per* 
fuaded,^ with all his power and the forces which 
could be raifed, to make war on the proteftants ; 
but he was defeated, and great numbers of his 
followers were deftroyed : And he relinquiihed 
his crown and office and fliut himfelf up in a . , 
cloifter, and fpent the remainder of his days in 
dejection and a painful melancholy and gloom. 
p 2 
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And r^o«i$ adijcr ix^tbods yrex^ j^en bf thfm 
to deftroy the proteftants> and put an ea4 .<o tjif 
reformation, for mpre&a9 ? ceQtt>ry; bft»$thef 
w^re continoallf defeated, and^siQ tbe policy ^cj; 
craft, by wbich they had prpfper^d, ^^d by which 
the pope had been exited to uniyerfal dominioa^ 
now failed them, and they were tn^ly«d in ppr 
Uttcal darlmefs, and the p^lz^ul glooo^ of dif^« 
pointment and defeat. Tl^eA Y^^^ woi^nds a94 
fores which gave thiem unfpe^lRbljs gng.ui£bi ^^ 
pain, ^nd coi^ld npit be b$;^l^» 

And they repented npt of thteir deed?, and opr 
pofed m reformation in doctrine and pra£tic€^ 
They called a council pf m^^ny bi^ops ^ijid infcr 
riour clergy under a pretence of healing ma^tersi, 
which fat eighteen years } but w^re fy far from 
doing any thing towards a reformation, that thej 
decreed a number of things which were ftill mor^ 
blafphemous of God and divine truth. TWs yial 
was running till near the end of the fey^n^eentjU 
centuiy. 

The (ixth vial probably begun to be poured 
put at the latter end of the feVenteenth century 
or at the beginning of the eighteenth, and has 
been running all the laft century, is running now, 
and will cojitinue to run to the middle of the 
prefent, if not longer. Some of the event?, 
which were to take place unde^ this via], are 
defcribed in the following words. « And tlic 
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fi«^ MgA iJWred out }m vid UfftH ^ great 
rivcy E^phrateis i 8n4 ib^ water thereof w^$ 
dried ^Pi thjt thew^^r pf tbc kiqp of the eaft 
flight be prepared." la order to underftaod 
th^ maaphorical, typical word9> k m«ft* b« 
obferved, that anci^r^t 3abylQn, which was an 
fPLemy tp the vifitle peppl^ of God, a»d perftf-r 
xu^ed apd d^ftroyed many of theo^ and fub. 
je^edth^e remainder to a ^aie of grievous cap. 
tivity for fevcnty yeara, until if was taken by the 
ip^ftern king$ of the Medcs and Perfiaos, was t 
type of the antichriftian church of Rome. 
'tl^TGiore $hh church vith it9 appendages is 
f ^pe^t^diy c^lkd Sabyton in this book of Reve- 
l«tion9* 

The great riy^r Euphrates run through the 

midft of Babylon entering in on one fide of it« 

and palling out on the other fide under the 

^ wall^ I fuad wa^ a defence to the city, and by it 

t^ey had a great fupply of prpvifioiit Cyrus 

king of Perfia, acting in conjunction with hi» 

i(ix}cle Darius king of the Medes, took the city 

by turning the water of the river into another 

c:hannel, which prepared the way for his army 

to march in under the walls where the river ufed 

to run, and was now dried up : in this way 

they entered the city, flew the king and chief 

men, and took pofleffioa of it, which iflued is 

itafin^ldeftruftion. 
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The prophecy before u» has an allufion to thU 
type and figurative rcprefentation in prcdidling 
the fall of fpiritual Babylon, and the manner in 
which it was to be cfiefted. By drying up the 
rirer Euphrates is meant the removal or diminu- 
tion of whatever has been die great and chief 
fupport of the pope, and the church of which 
he is the head. And this chiefly confifts in the 
ftrength and power which he has in various ways, 
and by difierent inftruments, obtained, efpecially 
by the ftream of money and riches which have 
been made, by various means, to flow into 
that church for many^ages from all parts of Chris- 
tendom. This ftream has been in a confiderable 
meafure dried up in the laft century, by the na- 
tions withholding much of the money which ufed 
to flow into that church like a great river, and 
turning it into another channel. And the on- 
der and fociety of Jefuits, which has been a 
ftrong pillar and fupport of that church many 
ways, has been demolifhed and taken away in 
the laft century. And what has been done in 
the latter part of that century in pulling down 
and impoveriftiing 'the pope and the church of 
Rome, by which it has fallen almoft to the 
ground, is notorious to all. 

By the kings of the Eaft are meant all thofe, 
in whatever part of the world they Hve, and whom- 
ever they are, who are enemies to the fpiritual 
Babylon^ and feek to pulldown and deftroy itj. 
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typified by the kings of the eaft, who fought a- 
gainft and fubdued the ancient, literal Babylon. 

The late revolution 'in France, by which the 
church of Rome is again introduced there by 
an agreement between the chief conful and the 
pope, at a firft and fuperficial view, may appear 
to be a revival of the caufe of that church, and 
a ftep toward the pope's rifing to his former 
height. But when the fubjefi is carefully exam- 
ined it will doubtlefs appear other wife. The 
chief conful really claims, and has obtained the 
power in France, and in other ftates, over which 
he claims a jurifdi£tion, which th« pope ufed 
to claim } and the. latter is only made a tool 
by the former, to anfwer his own ambitious purr 
pofes. It may foon appear that this event was 
the only proper ftep to cflfefk the utter ruin of 
the pope and of that church. Be that as it may, 
we are fure that this fpiritual Babylon will fall to 
the ground under the vial which is now running, 
and the fucceeding one, and that all the fucceed- 
ing events will iflue in its utter overthrow, though 
the particular fteps which will be taken to effefl 
this, cannot be known and defcribed, as they are 
future, any farther than they arc revealed in 
fcripture prophecy. 

There is a prophecy in the book of Daniel, . 
which illuftrates the cafe before us. In defcrib- 
ing the fourth beaft, which now confifts of the 
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pope and the hierarchy of the church of Rome^ 
he fays, <« And whereas thou faweft the feet and 
toes, part of potters clay, and part of iron, the 
kingdom (hall be divided. And as the toes of 
the feet were part of iron> and part of clay, fo 
the kingdom fliall be partly ftrong, and partly 
broken. And whereas thou faweft iron mixt 
with miry clay, they fliall mingle themfelves witH 
the feed of men : But they fhall not cleave one 
to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.'* 

This prophecy has doubtlefs been fulfilled inr 
other in fiances, but is eminently fo in the concor-i 
date between the chief conful of France and the 
pope, in which the latter attempts to unite with 
the feed of men, the men of the world, who arc 
apparent infidels and real enemies to chriflianity^ 
evcnas^itconfifls in popery, unlefs when^ they 
can anfwer their own ends by it. By this the 
pope has not flrengthened, but weakened his 
caufe, and prepared the way to be dafhed in 
pieces, by the flone cut out of the mountain 
without hands j to be deflroyed by Chrifl. 

John goes on to relate what he further faw 
in vifion as taking place under this fixth via]^ 
" And I faw three unclean fpirits like frogs come 
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the 
mouth of the beafl, and out of the mouth of 
the falfe prophet. For they are the fpirits of 
devils, working miracles (or doing wondcrs)^^ 
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wUch go forth unto the kings of the earth, and 
of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of 
that great day of God Almighty." While the 
bead and the hierarchy of the falfe church of 
Rome, here called the falfe prophet, who is elfe 
where defcribed as the great harlot, fitting on the 
beaft, who is the mother of harlots, and abomi- 
nations of the earth ; while thefe ^re finking and 
expiring, they, in conjunflion with the old drag- 
onj the devil, who had been the great invifible 
agent in fetting them up and fupporting them, 
and by whom they were always infpired, emit a 
filthy fpawn, a moft mifchievous progeny, which 
arc no other than the fpirits of devils, which 
rufli forth to the kings of the earth, and the in- 
habitants of the whole world, to corrupt the 
world, and promote all manner of wickednefs 
in principle and practice, in rebellion againft 
Cbrift and hisgofpel. And in doing this they 
will efFefb wonderful events, which were not ex- 
pe£led, and never had been in fuch a manner 
and degree. By this they will arm mankind in 
general, efpecially thofe in the chriftian world, 
againft God and the Redeemer, and unite and 
gather them to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty. The beaft and harlot will live 
in thefe times, and not become extinct till this 
battle comes on. 

This gathering to the battle, does not mean a 
local coUe&ion into one place} but a general 
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agreement among the nations, to oppofe Jeiti$ 
Chriil and the gofpel/ in principle and pra£lice^ 
and thus arming themfelves againft God, by 
which they will be prepared for the battle, which 
will not confift in any particular combat with 
carnal weapons, between chriillans and thofe 
who oppofe them : but in the judgments and 
deftruftion, which God will infli£l on the open 
and incorrigible enemies of Chriil and his church, 
by which diey and their caufe will be amply via* 
dicated and avenged, and deferved wrath and 
vengeance will be inflifled on their enemies, to 
the uttermoft. This battle will commence in 
the fulnefs of it when the feventh vial fhall be 
poured out, when by the events which take place 
under the fixth vial : the body of the inhabitants 
of the world will be ripened for the punifliment 
and vengeance by which they ihall be deftroyed ; 
which battle is defcribed in the latter part of this, 
and the nineteenth chapters^ 

While thefe evil fpirits are doing their work' 
and are uiing all. their influence to arm wicked 
men and unite them againft Chrift, he ftands 
forth and fpeaks in the words now under con- 
fidetation ^ and certainly fpeaks them with ret 
Isrence to the events predidied in this vifion, ref- 
jpefting this batde, and the events preparatory 
to it J and therefore are fpoken to thofe profcfling 
chriftians who live in thefe days, as a warning, 
dire^ion and encouragement to them. And tf 
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we IiTe in the very time pointed out in this vifion^ 
it concerns us to know it, and earneitly attend 
to, and confcientioufly improve thefe words of 
Chrift, as the only way to be fafe and blefled. 

It becomes chriftians to difcetn and know the 
figns of the times in which they live : To attend 
to the events of divine providence compared with 
fcripture ; with difceming and judgment to view 
the ftate of religion and morality in the worlds 
fo far as they are under advantages to extend their 
knowledge of thefe important concerns. And 
they have opportunity, which they ought dili- 
gently to improve, to compare the circumftances 
and particular events of the times, in which, 
they live with the prophetic part of fcripture, 
to find, if they can, with a degree of fatisfac^ 
tionand certainty, the agreement of the events 
which are before their eyes, with the predi£tions 
of fcripture ; and, hereby learn what is their 
particular duty, and what is come and coming 
in the world, as it refpefls the moral corruption 
and confcj^uent mifery of mankind, and die de- 
preiTed ftate of chriftianity, and the final vido^* 
ry it (hall obtain. 

That we live in the time when the fixth vial Id 
poured out, which has. been running during the 
laft century, or longer, is evident from fcripture 
prophecy, as has been obfervcd, and is abun* 
ftant}y confirmed and rendered certain by th# 
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events whidi have taken phce in theliA centiii]^^ 
and are now coming to pafs before our eyea; 
which were predi^e4 under this viaL The 
river £uphral»6, agreeable to die explication now 
given, has been drying up for many years, and 
the church of Rome is impoverifhed and weak- 
ened many ways, by which the way has been 
opened for her enemies, whoever and wherever 
they be, to afiault and deflroy her, and ihe has 
funk in a manner which never took place befbrei 
as has been obferved. And while this old har- 
lot, who is the mother of all the abominations in 
the earth, who rides on the beaft, fupported by 
the old dragon the devil, is falling and expiring^ 
they three, join to emit and fend forth evil fpirits 
like themfelves, which muft therefore be fpiritt 
of devils, which go forth to corrupt the world, 
fo as to arm the people in general againft God, 
in a ftate of open and high rebellion againft the 
Redeemer. And is not all this now taking place, 
which began many years ago, and is now in* 
creafing in a remarkable and rapid progrefs ? £iet 
chriftians, who have difcerning to know die 
times, attend and judge. 

In the laft (Jentury there has been a greater 
fpread and pfevalence of error, infidelity, and 
all kinds of immorality and wickednefs, than 
was ever before known ; and that in a manner 
andby means.newand ftrange. Men of great 
abilities and learning have rifen ttp champions 
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for infidelity^ and confequentiy fof vice and im- 
morality. And fecr et focieties have been formed 
and combined to do every thing in their power 
to put an end to chriftianity^ and every inftitu- 
tion that would lay any reftrsdnt on their lufts. 
To this end they fpread their emiflaries wherever 
there is a profpef): of the gaining profelytes. 
They introduce themfelvcs and their difcipleft as 
teachers of fchools, and into colleges^ and the 
courts of princes and kings, toprofelyte asmanjf 
of the great as they can. They have been de- 
te£i;ed| and their dofkrines and fchcmes have 
been expofed to the public ; but this has not 
difcouraged them ; and through the connivance 
of the great and obfequioufnefs of the mutti* 
tude, they have gone on to prafiife and profper. 
In their unwearied exertions and attempts they 
turned their attention particularly to France, and 
were fo fuccefsful as to influence a great part of 
thd leading men there, and a number in the 
kings court to embrace their principles and 
fcheme, which produced a revolution in that na* 
tion, by which chriftianity and all the inftitu- 
tions of it were abolifhed, and infidelity intro*. 
duced in the room of it : In the prcfence of the 
National Convention, a man of note arofe and 
declared he was an atheift, that there was no 
God but liberty, &c. which gained the appro- 
bation and loud applaufe of the whole conven- 
tion. And a number of priefts appeared in the 
hall of the coavemion, anid caft off the garments 
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and the badges of their facerdotal office, and. 
thus publicly in this contemptuous manner re- 
nounced chriftianity *, and in a literal fenfe and 
lAoft exprefsly put ofF their chriftian garments 
themfelves inilead of keeping them. The lead- 
ers in this fcheme, in their endeavours to over- 
throw chriftianity^ efpoufe and propagate among 
their difciples this maxim, « that any means ne- 
ceflary or tending to promote a good end, cannot 
be wrong, but muft be right and commendable/* 
Hence, as they propofe the total abolition of chrif- 
tianity, as neceffary for the happinefs of man- 
kind and of their own, and therefore the higheft 
and bcil end, they confider any means which 
they can praftife, and in their view are fuited to 
anfwer this end, to be right and laudable: Con- 
'fequcntly, when the groffeft hypocrify,*fraud, ly^ 
ing, cheating, murder, and even felf-murder, or 
any vice, which can be mentioned, are in their 
view neceffary or needful to anfwer this end they 
are to be pra£kifed, without the leaft remorfe of 
confcience. Therefore when they think it the 
beft way for them to injure chriftianity, they 
.will appear zealous advocates for it, and affert 
and deny any thing, however contrary to the 
truth, when they think it will anfwer their ends. 
There have been volumes written in Europe by 
men, whofe learning, knowledge and veracity 
»cannot be reafonably queftioned, who have de- 
tefted and abundantly proved- thefe things, and 
many more grofs immoralities to be praflifed and 
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pfomoted by tke ks^ders in this iaiq^itous fcheme 
to cruih chriftismity* 

While infidelity ha9 fpread in Europe^ vice 
and grofs immorality have kept pace with it. 
In France cfpecially, thefe prevail to an extent 
and degree never known before. This is fup- 
ported by the mpft credible teftimony. And as 
far as their armies have carried their conquefts, 
which have been rapid and extenfive, they have 
fpread the principles of infidehty, and the prac- 
tice of immorality to a degree never known before 
lince chriftianity was received by thofe nations. 
This is abundantly teftified by the learned and 
pious in Europe. And multitudes of thofe, 
who dp not profeffedly renounce chriftianity, 
embrace thofe doctrines which are fo contrary 
tp the gofpel, as tq lead to infidelity, and really 
are no better. While the multitude of common 
people are funk into vice, careleffnefs about re- 
ligion, and ignorance of the nature and true 
doftrines of it. Can any one who takes a prop- 
er and attentive view of all this, doubt that the 
evil fpirits, tlie fpirits of devils have been let 
Ipofe with an extraordinary commiffion to, cor- 
rupt mankind, efpecially the chriftian world, 
during the laft century, and arc ftill progreffing, 
with uncommon power and rapidity, agreeable 
to the* prophecy before us ? 

America has not efcaped the fangs of tlirfe 
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unclean fpirits of devils. There arc traces and 
fruits of their pperation^ which muft be (IrikiHg*- 
ly vifible to all who do not wilfully (hut their 
eyes. There was indeed a remarkable and gen- 
eral attention to religion in America, particular- 
ly in New-England about the middle of the laft 
century ; and a number were hopefully conver- 
ted. But a great part of the profeffed fubjcSs 
of this revival were fo imprudent and irregular 
in their converfation and conduQ; ; and fo many 
apoftatized to error, irreligion and vice, that, 
on the whole it tended to ftrengthen the prejudi- 
ces of many againfl; religion, and was the means 
of leading many to infidelity, under the invifible 
influence of fatan. Since that, infidelity, irre- 
ligion and vice have increafed, but the firft of 
thefe not fo openly but in: a great meafure fecret- 
ly and under cover. But in the latter part of the 
laft century many European infidels were intro- 
duced to America, who difleminated their infi- 
del principles by converfation, and fpreading 
books written againft divine revelation. One 
man in Europe wrote a pamphlet againft the 
bible, which is reprinted and fpread in America, 
and was read with avidity by multitudes, both 
youth and others ; and gave a turn in their igno- 
'rant and already vitiated minds in favour of infi- 
delity. And a number of books and pam|)hlets 
have been publiflied againft chriftianity, and in 
favour of deifm and athcifm which are fprea3ing 
and highly approved by . many. And focieties 
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are formed compofed of infidels^ who are aflid- 
uous in doing all they can fecretly, and by any 
means in their power^ to difcredit and root out 
chriftianity and all religion and morality. This 
is a wonderful and in fome fenfe and degree a 
miraculous event. That in a chriftian land, 
where the body of the people were fyiendly to 
chriftianity there (hould be fuch a great and iiid- 
den change in favour of infidelity, and fuch 
great and unwearied exertions to promote it, in 
a manner and degree which never were experien- 
ced before in the chriftian world. It cannot be 
accounted for, but by fuflpofing it to be produ- 
ced by that invifible agency of evil fpirits on the 
corrupt hearts of men, which is in the prophecy 
before us, predifted to take place at this time ; 
and is a certain and undeniable evidence that 
this prophecy is now fulSling ; and is therefore 
a demonftration of the truth of chriftianity, 
which infidelity is attempting to deftroy. And 
that though it may feem for a time to pre_vail, it, 
with the promoters of it, will foon and unex- 
pefledly be deftroycd, and chriftianity will 
revive, profpcr and triumph. 

It is proper to attend to fome other things not 
only as a further evidence, if needed, that thefc 
fpirits of devils are now among us, and produ- 
cing great eiFedls before our eyes ; but that they 
are making rapid progrefs and have not yet fin- 
iflbcd, but have only begun their work There 
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are a number ef circumftance^ aa4 pmi^ i»kiag 
l^ace favourable ta the caufe of uifidelitf aaijl 
vice* and leading to the progrefs of thefci whicht 
it is not pru4«nt or needful particularly to tmn* 
tion I which are in the full view (^ thofe chrifi 
dans who have their eyes open. There i$ aa 
apparent general decay and negle^l: of religioi^ 
among thofe who do not in -words exprefriiy 
renounce chriftianity, but think themfelv^ 
friends to it. There is a prevailing indifference 
and careleffnefs about religion, and confequent* 
ly ignorance of the nature and dodtrines of it* 
The churches are generally fmall, by far th^ 
greater part of the people ncglefi to join them. 
And many, if not moft of the members of 
churches are luke warm ; ignorant or erroneousi 
if not immoral ; and the dtfcipline of moft 
ehurches is very lax, if not wholly laid afide. 
The fabbath is neglefted and profaned as }t nev- 
er was before, efpecially in New-England : and 
public worihip is greatly Qegledted j and family 
religion is generally and almoft univerfally laid 
afide, ,and parental government, and religious 
education and inftru£tion of their children and 
domeftics, have almoft wholly ceafcd. Confc- 
quently a general ignorance in religion, and the 
pradice of vice take place. Some of the impor- 
tant trulfcs of the gofpel are negle£ted and oppo** 
£ed, and many emors imbibed, which really 
fiibvert the gofpel, and have a dire£^ and ftrong 
texidency to infidelity mi atheifm, a$ mayi p^^" 
haps, be more particularly considered hereafter. 

Digiti^d by VjOOQIC 



AN ADDltESS. 1 89 

' In this fituation of affairs^ public and private, 
there is a ftrong tendency to univcrfal infidelity 
and atheifm : and we are ripening faft for it. If 
God do not prevent ; to which mercy we have 
no claim : but rather are provoking him to 
give us up to the lufts of our hearts, to run on 
to the moft grofs infidelity, and all manner and 
degrees of vice and wickednefs, which will 
introduce great temporal mifery and wretched-* 
nefs, and bring on utter and eternal deftrudiion. 
And they who will keep their chriflian garments 
will fuffer fhame and reproach, and innumcrap* 
ble other evils, and it may be the moft cruel 
death that evil men can invent and inflift. 

All things will go faft on to this iiTue, unlefs 
prevented by the interpofition of divine power 
and grace, which we are furc will not be done 
till mankind in general are refolutely and fully 
armed againft Chrift, prepared for the battle, 
and ripe for deftruftion, from the prophecy un- • 
der confideration. How long time this is yet to 
take, none can with precifion tell. It will con- 
tinue till the fixth vial is expended, which, as 
has been obferved, will yet run, moft probably, 
for half a century, or more. But it is worthy 
obferyation, that the vials may not be fo perfeftly 
diftinfl:, as to ^wholly run out before the next, in 
3 meafure, begins. Under the feventh vial the 
great battle which Jefus Chrift will carry on 
againft fatan ^nd a wicked world armed againft 
I 
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faimi win come on in the full ftrength of k, tai 
will continue, till by the expreflbns of the di** 
vine anger, in inflt£iing various and dreadful 
facoeffire judgments^ of which no particular, 
and fmUl de&ription can now be given j or any^ 
adequate idea be formed of themi till they fliall 
take place, the obftinately wicked (hall be de- 
(troyed and fwept from off the earth, having 
drank die dregs of this dreadful cup which i$ 
in the hand of the Lprd, and wrung them out 
[Ffalm kxv. 8.] But fome drops of this vial 
may fall upon the world, in fome parts of it^ 
before the time is come to pour it out without 
reftraint or mixture, and before the events prc- 
didied under the fixth vial are finiihed, but 
while that vial is yet running. Sore calamities 
&nd awful deftru&ions, may be inSi£bed in many 
places, and at different times, as a teftimony c^ 
the difpleafute of God with the wickednefs of 
men, and a warning to the world of the greater 
calamities and certain de(tni£tion which are 
Coming on mankind, unlefs they repent. The 
great and remarkable calamities which have been 
lately felt in France and other parts of Europe^ 
while infidelity and wickednefs have been in- 
creating and fpreading, may be confidered to be 
of this kind, and as a warning to "the world, 
and to the United States of America in particu^ 
lar. And as great, if not more dreadful judg- 
ments will doubtlefs be infii£fced on thefe ftates 
before the fixth vial is ended, as a warning and 
call to repentance. 
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ft is doubtlefs Aoiight by finne pR>feSng 
chriftians that the above reprefentation of the 
ftate of religion, and the profpedl with refpeA 
to it in America, is not jufl:. There have been 
lately remarkable revivals of religion in many 
places and parts of the United States, and great 
numbers hopefully converted, and a number of 
deifts have renounced their infidelity and become 
chriftians. And not a few men 6f; judgment 
and obfervation have thought that religion is rath* 
ear in a progreffive ftate than otherwifc. 

Upon this it is obferved, that there is reafon 
of much thankf ulnefs that there have been fb 
many remarkable revivals of religion of late^ 
^d that fuch a number have beenhopefuUy con- 
verted. But this number is prefumed to be 
xnuchlefs than the reft of the inhabitants of moftji 
if not all, of the places where thefe revivals have 
taken place i and when Cimipared with the num* 
ber of inhabitants of thefe dates it will appear 
that thefe conimts bear but a very fmall pro- 
portion to the whole, and thofe which make the 
b6dy of the people have in general received no 
benefit by thefe revivals, but the contrary : They 
are more hardened in impenitence, vice and in- 
fidelity i fq that there may be and doubtlefs is an 
increafe, on tfie whole, of infidelity and wick- 
edncfs, notwithftanding thefe revivals. Jefua 
Chrift will have and maintain his church in the 
midft of the greateft oppofition to it, and in or« 
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derto this (ianers muft be converted^ more or 
lefs, and raifed up as witnefies to his truth and 
caufe. And thefe revivals are a wanung and 
loud call to all the people to repent, whether they 
will hear or not. In the mean time, there is 
no evidence that they will increafe or continue. 

It is alCo fuppofed by Come that the caufe of 
infidelity is rather on the decline in this nation^ 
and that difbelievers now think more favourably 
of chriftianity than they did fometime ago, as 
they are lefs open, bold and noify in oppofitiofi 
to it, than they were : and fome of them fpeak 
in favour of it at times. 

To this it may be replied, thatfuch a change 
of difbelievers, in appearance and conduf);, may 
not be the leaft evidence that they are really more 
friendly to the gofpel, as a revelation from heav- 
en, than they have been, or that their caufe is 
on the decline and does not increafe in ftrength 
and numbers. This may be in their view, the 
bed way they can take to fupport their caufe and 
carry on their fcheme, and they will turn into 
any fliape, and fay any thing which they think 
will belt anfwer this end, as has been obferved* 
Befidcs, in the political conteft which now fub-* 
fifts in the United States, in both parties of which 
there are doubtlefs difbelievers in divine revela- 
tion, there are a variety of circumflances, which 
need not be mentioned, which do operate as a 
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!^eftraint upon infidels in diflFerent ways who are 
on either fide to ^produce the efie£t m^ntioned^ 
confiftently with their being as much engaged a$ 
ever in the caufe of infidelity, ^nd their profpedl 
of fuccefs* 

The foregoing has been defigned to point out 
the figns of this time, and to fhow that the Sa- 
viour has particular reference to the events which 
are now taking place before our eyes, and others 
which are foon to follow, in his words under 
confideration ; and that, therefore, they are 
fpoken, in a particular and fpecial manner to 
thofe profeiTed chriftians, who are now on the 
ftage of life, and to all of this denomination 
who fhall live before the feventh vial fliall be 
poured out. 

The following will confift in ah explanation of 
thefe words, and a praftical improvement o£ 
them, fuited to excite the attention of all pro- 
fefled friends of chriftianity to the warnings 
threat, command, encouragement and promife 
contained in them, and to induce them to re- 
gard and praftife what is here recommended by 
the glorious head of the church as the only way 
to fafety and happinefs. 

« Behold, I come as a thief." . This is intro- 
duced with a note of attention. Behold ! This 
denoted tliat what Chrift is going to fpeak is of 
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great importance^ and demands the ferioua and 
clofe attention of all who have ears to hear* 
The coming of Chrift is often fpoken of in 
fcripture, and intends rarious and different times 
and manners of his poming ; and he is often 
faid to come as a thief, to denote not the end of 
his coming, hut the circumftances and manner 
of his coming. The thief comes to do mifchief 
and (leal. Chrift comes to accomplifli the wifeft 
and beft ends. And though he often comes in 
judgment, to inflift evil, yet he never injures 
any, and he always defigns kindncfs and mercy 
to his church. But he comes as a thief, that is 
un|)erceived, and while his coming is not thought 
of Ijy the men of the world, and by all who are 
fpiritually afleep whether profeffing chriftians or 
not. His coming is perceived and realized by 
none but thofe who are awake and on the 
watch. 

The coming of Chrift here feems to compre- 
hend two events which are nearly conne£led 
together, and in fome fenfe one, viz. the gath- 
ering of the people to the battle by the influence 
of evilfpirits j and his coming to the battle, and 
carrying it on till it is finifhed. C3irift really 
comes by and with his enemies, when they rife, 
bppofe and attempt to deftroy his church. He 
fuperintends and direCls the whole, ^dhis hand 
and prefence is to be feen in all the tranj^aftions 
and events which are acComplilhcd by picked 
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agents, whether vifible or invifiblc. This is in- 
timated in the words immediately following* 
•« And ie gathered them together into a place, 
called in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon.** 
He, that is Chrift, gathered them together. 
This is faid to denote the fuperintendance and 
agency of Chrift in gathering them together, 
while men and devils are a£kive in producing the 
fame event. Thus when the king of Aflyria 
gathered a great army together with an intent to 
invade and lay wafte the land of Judah and Je- 
rufalem, God fays he fenthim to accomplifli his 
purpofe ; and that the king and his army were 
in his hand, and under his influence and direc- 
tion, as much as the faw and ax are in the hand 
of the workman. And when the falfe prophets 
were deceived, and flattered Ahab that he fhould 
profper in going to war, in which his army was 
conquered, and he loft his own life, it is faid 
the Lord put a lying fpirit in the mouth of all 
thcfe falfe prophets. So Chrift is faid to come 
with the Romans when they gathered their army 
to deftroy Jerufalem. 

Jefus Chrift is therefore now come and coming 
in all the remarkable, unexpcded wonderful 
events which are taking place under the fixth 
vial, by the agency of men and devils. He fu- 
J)erintends and direds the whole until all things 
are prepared for the battle of the great day of 
God -^ipughty, and he has gathered together the 
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army of his enemies. Then he will come to 
battle, and deftroy his enemies, and deliver his 
church, and caufe it to profper as it never has 
done before. But in all this coming of Chrift 
none will be properly fenfible of it or prepared 
for it but thofe who are awake, watch and keep 
their garments, to the reft he comes as a thief. 

« Bleffed is he that watcheth." When he tliat 
watcheth, &c. is pronounced blejfed \t fuppofes 
that none who are not of this charafker are blefs- 
ed, but the conti'ary ; to watch^ in the fenfe of 
the text, is to be fpiritually awake, to look in- 
ward, and view their own motions and moral ex- 
ercifes, and on their outward condufk to learn on 
whofe fide they are ; and to look round and dif- 
cern the ftate and condition of the caufe of 
Chrift in the world \ what is the moral ftate of 
the world, what the enemies to chriftianity are 
doing 5 what is their apparent ftrength, and fuc- 
cefs in their caufe j and what appears to have 
come to pafs, and to be foon coming, from di- 
vine prophecy ; and to be concerned to be in 
readinefs to do all they can, and whatever they 
are called to do for the caufe of Chrift, and in 
oppofition to that of his enemies. 

« Blefled is he that keepeth his garments." 
This feems to be an allufipn to a foldier fet on the 
watch in the time of war and danger, when the 
army to which he belongs is furroun^, and 
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threatened to be invaded and conquered by a hod 
of enemies* tiis duty is to continue awake, and 
obferve the motion of the enemy, &c. If he 
put off the livery of a foldier, and lie down to 
fleep, he may be furprized by the enemy and 
obliged to run away naked,, or will fall into the 
hands of his foes and be carried off by them. 
In the fpiritual warfare, in which every chriflian 
is engaged, every one muft be continually on the 
watch) and keep on him the livery of a chriflian 
foldier, and never on any occafion put thefc gar- 
ments off and lay them afide. Watching and 
keeping his garments imply each other, and can. 
not be feparsued. He who doth watch keepeth 
his garments, and he who keepeth his garments, 
•watchcth. 

The garments of a chriftian, by' which he is 
diftinguifhed from all others, and are the chrif- 
tian livery, confiit in the knowledge and prac- 
tice of the truths in which he << puts on Chrift," 
and is conformed to him in heart and conduft, 
wherein he has fet an example to be imitated, and 
embraces the truth, the do£trines he taught, and 
commands he has enjoined, both in the exercifes 
of his heart and in his converfationandcondud. 
This is to be clothed with every chriftian grace 
and virtue, of which a very important one is 
humility. The whole is comprehended in love^ 
in putting on charity, that is love, and walking 
in love, Thiscomprifes the whole of the chrif- 
R ^ 
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tian charafler, and the garments yyith which he 
is clothed. None but true chriftians, as has 
been obferved do put on thefe garments in reali- 
ty ; but many others do put them on by profef- 
fion and in appearance in the fight of men. The 
latter often in times of temptation do not keep 
their garments ; but fall from their profeiTion or 
apoftatize in conduft fo as to difcover their ftiamc. 
And real chriftians are in fuch danger of loofing 
their garments, that it is neceffary for them to 
watch and exert themfclves to keep them, left 
they fhould walk naked, Sec. 

But it is of importance that thefe chriftian gar- 
ments fhould be more particularly defcribed, and 
to fhow how they may be kept, and what is ne- 
ceffary to do it, and in what ways they may be 
foiled, or put off and loft. The chriftian has 
put on Jefus Chrift, he is clothed with him, by 
imbibing the fame fpirit that is in him ; by fin- 
cere and ardent love to him, union and conftant, 
and clofe adherence to him and truft in him for 
all he wants ; a cordial, ftrong devotednefs to 
him, his fervice, intereft and caufe, as the great 
and only intereft worthy to be fought and pur- 
fued, in which his heart is principally engaged 
and fwallowed up. Confequently, whatever is 
contrary to, and oppofes the honour and intereft 
of his dear Lord and Mafter, he is quick to dif- 
cern ; and he moft fenfibly feels it, and is difpofed 
. to oppofe it in all proper ways, whatever he muft , 
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be led to facrificc for it, not. excepting his own 
life. All this is necelTary for a chriftian to keep 
his garments. Jefus Chrifl has cxprefsly aflerted 
this. He who is only a vifible, profefling chrif- 
tian, is not thus a friend to Chrift, and really 
cares nothing about his honour or intereft, and 
may really put ofF the garments of a chriftian 
and betray the caufe of Chrift, while, through 
his infcnfibility, and want of love to Chrift and 
his caufe, or a contrary difpofition, he is wholly 
infenfibleof it. And when he cannot continue 
his chriftian profeflion without endangering his 
life, or in forae way hurting his temporal intereft, 
he will part with this vifible chriftian garment, 
or do that which is equivalent. . 

This love, without which there can be really 
no part of thefe chriftian garments, alfo, carries 
in the nature of it a peculiar and ftrong union to 
the friends of Chrift, as they are clothed with 
the fame garments, hve^ in all its branches, and 
with one heart and foul engaged in the fame 
caufe. When a profeffed chriftian walks difor- 
derly and is the caufe of ftrifc and contention in 
the church, he does not keep his garments, but 
fo far puts them off. Hence the ground and ne- 
ceffity of chriftian difcipline, in the exercife of, 
this love ; in the total negle£t of which chriftians 
do not keepi' but fully and lofe their garments. 
And the chriftian cannot wear or keep his gar- 
ments without exercifing benevolence to his fel- 
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low men, in general^ by doing good to all men 
as he has opportunity. 

In order to have a ftill more clear and full idea 
of the garments, and how he may keep or loofe 
them, they muft be confidered as they confifl: 
in the armour by which he defends himfelf, 
mantains his ground, and obtains the yiGtoTj, in 
his warfare with his enemies. In this view the 
clothing ncceiTary for a chriftian as a foldier of 
Chrid and engaged in a warfare under him, in 
which fituation he is confidered in the words be- 
fore us muft be put on- T^his clothing is often 
mentioned in fcripture ; but moft particularly 
defcribed by the apoftle Paul in the conclufion 
of his letter to the church at Ephefus. Which 
ought to be often read, underftood and commit- 
ted to memory, by every chriftian. After defcri- 
bing the vaft number, iubtilty and power of their 
invifible, fpiritual enemies, he calls upon chris- 
tians to arm themfelves, " to put on the whole 
armour of God," in order to withftand thefe 
enemies, " in the evi^ day," The apoftles and 
primitive chriftians lived in an evil day, and all 
the days of chriftians in every age fince have 
been evil in a fcnfe and degree greater or lefs. 
They had the devil, and all the men whom he is 
allawed to influence and ftir up to hate and perfe- 
cute them, to oppofe. But Ae time in which 
we live, and is yet coming on, is in a peculiar 
fenfe and degree evil, as thefe evil fpirits have a 
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particular and large commiflion to go forth, and 
by their influence to ftir up men in general, at 
leaft in the chrlftian world, in zealous and ftrong 
attempts againft Chrifl:, and to deftroy chriftian- 
ity and the church. And to what lengths they 
will be permitted to proceed, and what particu- 
lar deeds, in their feeking to deftroy chriftians, 
they will be fuffered to do, at prefent none can 
certainly know. It is enough for us to know that 
they will do what God has defigned they fliall, 
and proceed till they have filled the meafure of 
their iniquity, and are completely ripe, and fit- 
ted for the deftrudiion which fliall come upon 
them in the battle of that great day 5 and that 
they are and fliall be blefled who watch and keep 
their garments, having put on the whole armour 
of God. Since all this is true, there is a par- 
ticular and loud call to all profefled chriftians to 
put on this armour, and be prepared for what- 
ever is coming even the worft, however fudden 
and unexpeftedit may come j and be unfeen 
and not thought of, till fudden deftrudlion come 
upon them and they fliall not efcape. 

Let chriftians then ftand, having their loins ' 
girt about with truth. By truth is meant that 
fcheme and plan of important, confiftent con- 
nefled truth revealed in the bible. This is often 
dcnojninated the truth in diftindlion from all er- 
ror, an*- every fcheme of dodlrine which men 
have invented, or may or can invent, which 
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though they may contain fome things which are 
true ; yet there is fo much error and faliehood 
mixed with it, as to fpoil the whole, and render 
it wholly iuconCftent and ruinous. In oppofition 
to tliis, the dod^rines of revelation are called the 
trutbf pure, important, faving trujth, without 
any the lead mixture of error. They who know 
and en)brace tbu truths and not any oth^rS) are 
and (hall be faved. They only love the truths 
walk in the truth, and by love are united to all. 
who appear to know, love the truth, and walk 
in it. This is the truth of which Jefus Chrift 
fpeaks when he fays to Pilate, « To this end wa» 
I born, and for this caufe came I into the worlds 
that I fhould bear witnefs unto the truth" 

The apoftle reprefents this truth by a girdle^ 
by which a man girds himfelf and ties up his 
loofe garments, by which he is fitted for a^ion. 
The girdle was then confidered as an efTential 
part of clothing ; efpecially for thofe who were 
engaged in warfare. And in the cafe before us 
fitly reprefents the truth, by which the chriftian 
is ilrengthened, and all his garments are made 
tight, without, which he cannot take one ftep. 
A proper girdle, to anfwer the end for ftrength 
and ornament, muil confifl of one fort of ma** 
terials, ftrongly united together into one belt or 
ftring, without any chafm or weak pl|K:e, by 
which it may become two, or fall inlo parts. 
So the truth by which the chriftian i& girded is^ 
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petteQlj connected together. The whole makes 
but one girdle ; and one part cannot be taken out 
ivithout fpoiling the whole. If it be confidered 
as compofed of feveral links, all harmonious, 
md of one and the fame fort ftrongly conncfted 
and implying and depending upon each other ; if 
onc'of the links be marred or broken and taken 
out, the girdle is marred and fpoilcd, and is not 
fit or capable of girding the loins of a chriftian. 
If one eflential truth of the gofpel which is com^' 
prehended in the truths be denied or left out of die 
chriftian's creed, it is not a chriftian girdle, but 
like the girdle which the prophet Jeremiah hid in 
a hole in a rock by Euphrates, it is marred and 
good for nothing.* 

* Numbert will fay, *< Many often fpeak of effential do&rinet : 
but it has never yet been determined and agreed what thefe 
eCTential d«ftrtnes are ; fo that to fpeak of eflential truths* 
leares the matter as vague and uncertain as ever ; for none 
eaa tell, and chriftiant cannot agree to fay what they are.'* 

Anfwtr. It may be a&ed, who they arc who make this 
objection, and talk after this manner ? Are they thofe who 
give proper and good evidence that they arc born again of 
the fpirit of God and of truth ? Jio they appear to have 
that holy love which they only exercife who are born of God, 
ftQdby which alone they know God? The apoftle John 
fays, " he tliat knoweth God heareth ut ; he that is not of 
God hearetk not us*** t John tv. 6, 7, 8. And Chriftfays, 
th^fame, '' To this end was i>orn, and for this caufe came 
1 into the world, that I ihould bear witncfs unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the- truth heareth my voice.** John 
xviii. 37. They who are not of. this charai^er, but of the 
contrary, do not hear the voice of Chrift, or the words of 
the apofUes. They know not God, " They receive not the 
things of the fpirit of God : for they are fooUflinefs uotii 
them } neither can they know them; becaule they^^re fpirit* 
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The apoftlc adds, " and having on the breaft» 
plate of rightcoufnefs." Here by righteoufncfs 
is meant true holinefs or uprightnefs of heart by 
which the chriftian is guarded and fortified againft 
the aflaults of fatan. This is indeed implied ia 
having his loins girt about with truth, as every 
part of armour here mentioned is implied in the 
other, and each one really implies the whole, 
for one cannot be put on without the other.^ It 

naily difcerned.'* x Cor. it. 14. They hate the -truth, amd 
will not come to it. John iit. 19, ao. No wonder thatfuch 
are in the dark and cannot tell what is eflebtial truth, or what 
is the truth. 

But there have been thoufands and millions who being 
boru again have come to the knowledge of the truth, and 
have been united in embracing the truth-, *and in what are 
the eflcntial truths of the gofpel. And there have been and 
are innumerable chriftian churches, who agree in a creed 
which they believe and arefure contains the eflisntial truths 
contained in divine revelation. Which are, in fubftancc^ 
the following. 

That there is one God pofieffing all poflible perfedionti 
both natural and moral, which are infinite and unchaageable : 
confequently he is unchangeable in his will and defignsor 
decrees, by which all things from the greateft to the leaft 
which ihould take t>lace were determined and fixed ; and 
that perfectly coniiftent with the freedom of all moral agents^ 

That God fubfifts in a trinity of three, called in the fcrip« 
ture the Father, the Son, or the Word, and the Holy Spirit. 

That mankind who were made upright have in confe* 
quence of the fin of Adam, fallen into a ftate of tttal moral 
depravity, being dead in trefpafles and fin. 

That God has determined to fave fomc, not all of man- 
kind, whom he has chofcn out of the reft and given them td 
the Son to be faved by him. That Chrift thc^aviour is God 
nianifeft in the flefli, and has by his fuffe ring, and obcdiencd 
made atonement for fin, and obtained that merit and right* 
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>• is a whole armour : It all hangs together, as one 
"whole. The breaft-plate of righteoufnefs joined 

it' If with the loins girded with truth, diftinguifhes 

^ the latter from that which is fpurious and falfe. 
The apoftle had fpoken of thofe who «< hold the 
truth in unrighteoufnefs?^ He here fpeaks of di- 
re£bly the contrary, holding the truth in righte^ 
Qufnefs ; which is, receiving it into an honed and 
good, heart. Men may hold the truth in fome 
part of it, if not the whole, in fpeculation, while 
their hearts are neither good or honeft, but hatfc 
and oppofe it. This is to hold it in unrighteouf- 
nefs, as they do not put on the breaft-plate of 
righteoufnefs ; neither are their loins girt about 

\ with truth. 

r , ■ 

\ eottfnefs, by which finners may be pardoned, jufllfied and 
faved confidently with the righteeus law and government of 
God — That the finner who believes in Chrift is juftified, by 

I the righteoufnefs of Chrift and not on account of any thing 
good and deferving in himfelf. That in order to believe on 
Chrift, men muft be born again by the fpirit of God, which 
God of his fovcreign grace efFcAs in the hearts of the ele6l, 
who being jnftified by faith, {hall perfcvere in holinefs to 
eternal life — ^That the law of God requiring perfed ohedi- 

I ence and holinefs, is binding on all men both faints and fin- 

I ners, which none attain to in this life. 

That there will be a refurredion of all the bodies both of 
thejuftandunjuft ; when all (hall be judged by Chrift, who 
will invite the former into his -eternal kingdom, to be holy 
and happy forever ; and will fentcncc the latter to everlaft- 
ing puhifhment. 

There arc many truths not cxpreffed but implied in the 
above creed, and numerous things which-may be called ap- 
pendages to it, in the knowledge of which the attentive 
difcerning chriftian, who embraces the foregoing fundamen- 
tal doArines, will make advances, as he grows in grace and 
f n the knowledge of his Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
8 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



206 . AN ADDRESS. 

• # 

The truths as it has been explained, is hated 
and oppofed by fatan and all wicked men. The 
rulers of the darknefs of this world, and all 
their followers hate this light, which is deftruQ:- 
ive to the kingdom of darknefs, error and delu- 
(lon, which is the kingd(»n of the devil ; which 
none can fuccefsfuUy oppofe, unlefs their loins 
are girded about with truth. 

It might not be unprofitable to proceed to men* 
tion and explain the other parts of the chriftian 
armour fpecifiedby the apoille: But as this would 
fwell this addrefs beyond the propofed limits, it 
muft be left to every ferious chriftian to examine 
and meditate on the whole of this important 
paffage. One particular, however, here men- 
tioned muft not be wholly pafled over, which is 
faith, that faith which is the fubfl:ance of things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things not feen, 
which is reprefented as effential to the whole, 
and covering all the reft. This implies a firm 
and unfliaken truft in the glorious head of the 
church, in his power, wifdom, goodnefs and 
truth ; a hope and confidence that he will main- 
tain his own caufe, protefl: bis church and 
friends, and lead them on to complete vidory, 
and in the beft time and manner defeat all his 
and their enemies, and turn all they have done 
or will do to his own advantage and the benefit 
of his church and kingdom. Were it not for 
this faith the chriftian muft fink into a fpirit of 
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defpondency and heavinefs ; but in the exercife 
of this he puts on the garment of praife and 
joy, however much and long fatan and wicked 
men may feem to fucceed, prevail and profpcr. 

Tlris fubjeft will be concluded by a few cau- 
tions, diredtions, and motives to regard and 
obey thefe words of Chrift, which are more ap- 
plicable, and fpeak more direftly to the profcf- 
fed chriftians of this generation and thofe which 
fihall follow, than to any who have lived hereto- 
fore. 

1. Be concerned to be awake. Do not flcep 
as others, bnt watch and be fobcr, left this day 

.foould overtake you as a thief. Watch againft 
every the leaft deviation from the way of truth 
and duty. Look round you and fee what others 
and the world are doing, and maintain that love 
to Chrift and concern for his honour and intereft 
as (hall produce a moft lively and fenfible feeling 
of every thing which is againft him and his 
caufe, and be ready to oppofe it in all proper 
ways. 

2. Take heed what dodlrines you imbibe as 
true. Study the bible with care and conftancy. 
Be concerned to know and embrace the whole 
truth, which you can fee through from begin-' 
ning to the end j and though there be fome 
things incomprehenfible in it, yet you can fee the 
whole to be perfedly confiftent, and to form one 
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connefted chain, which cannot be broken, and 
witli which you may fafely gird up your loins. 

There are many errors embraced and propa- 
gated at this day, which are inconfiftent with the 
connected chain of truth, which if confiftently 
followed would land men in total infidelity and 
atheifm. They who are afleep may be wholly 
infenfible of this ; but chriftians ought to be 
awake, able to difcern and guard againft fuch 
errors. - It would take too much room to particu- 
larife here, and mention all the errors which 
have this tendency, and fliow that they will land 
all thofe who embrace, and confiftently follow 
them, in the darknefs of atheifm. But it may 
be of importance to mention one, which indeed 
is conne£l:ed with many others. It is this, that 
the doftrines of the gofpel are of fo little impor- 
tance, that it is really no matter what men be- 
lieve, if they do but Uvea moral life. It is eafy . 
to fhow that this is not only contrary to the 
whole bible, but really fets it afide, as na better 
than deifm or atheifm itfelf. 

3. The world is a dangerous fnare to chrif- 
tians at all times, efpecially in this time when fa- 
tan is with power and fubtilty tempting men to 
worldly-mindednefs among other vices. So far 
as men are inclined to infidelity, and immorali- 
ty in general they love the world, and the things 
of the world, and arc eagerly purfuing the plea- 
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furesj profit and honors of it. And indeed thia 
is the leading vice, and the parent of all the reft. 
Chriftians cannot give veay to this, and keep their 
garments unfpotted by it. Their faith, if true and 
exercifed vjrith proper ftrength, will overcome 
the world. They cannot ferve God and mam- 
mon. All their concerns with the things of the 
world are fubordinated to the honour and caufc 
of Chrift, and wholly devoted to this : and in 
their worldly bufinefs, they exercife as real reli- 
gion in love to Chrift and a£king for him and hia 
intcreft, as in any of their a£ls of piety and de- 
votion. He who lays afide his religion for a 
week, day or one hour, that he may take cafe 
of and purfue his worldly concerns in any man- 
p«r and fliape whatever, is fo far from keeping, 
that he puts oflF the chriftian. garment. And iif 
he returns one day in the week, or at any other 
time, when his temporal affairs will admit, to 
fome attention to religion, and pra£lice of it, he 
IS fo far from putting on the chriftian garments, 
that in the fight of him who has faid, " Ye can- 
not ferve God and mammon," it is nothing but 
deceit and mockery. Let chriftians beware of 
this, would they keep their garments in this evil 
time. 

4. Take heed of engaging and ading in po- 
litical and civil concerns fo as to weaken or coun- 
teradl the caufe of chriftianity, or lofe or abate 
your own religious exercifes and zeal in the caufe 
s :j. 
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of Chrift. We live in a time when this caution 
is peculiarly proper and neceflary ; when the 
public are greatly divided in their fentiments and 
conduct: ; and difputes and political contention 
rife very high, and are carried on with great heat 
and animofity. This is in itfelf but a temporal, 
worldly matter, and comparatively of fmall im- 
portance, fo far as the intereft of Chrift and 
chriftianity has no concern with it, and is not, 
in fome refpedts involved in it ; which is not 
often the cafe. But when religion is connefkcd 
with civil affairs, the chriftian feels interefted in 
them ; but, as in all other worldly concerns, he 
fubordinates them to this all important intereft. 
He will therefore be on that fide in politics, 
which in his beft and moft mature judgment will 
moft promote the caufe of Chrift. And if he 
thinks his adiing with either party will not tend 
to help this caufe, he will fit ftill, and aft on 
neither fide. And if he thinks religion calls him 
to fpeak and a£l on one fide, he will be calm atid 
fteady, and not join in the fierce contentions and 
unchriftian words and a£fcion$ of thofe of either 
party ; but condemn and reprove them. When 
profefled chriftians are fo engaged in politicks, 
as to fubordinate the caufe of religion to their 
political caufe, 'and fay and do that which tends 
to wQund and fink chriftianity, or when the 
caufe itfelf which they efpoufe has evidently this 
tendency, they do not keep, but put off their 
chriftian garments. Therefore let chriftians take 
heed to themfelves in this point. 
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Should the body or majority of the people of 
a community or nation become fo corrupt and 
carelefs about the intereft of chriftianity, as to 
join with profefled infidels in choofing rulers who 
were known to be real enemies to chrilHanity, 
which may be in fa£k the cafe under the fixth 
vial, which is now running ; could a chriftian in 
this cafe watch and keep his garments, and yet 
join with them to promote and carry on this bufi- 
nefs ? And if this man fhould attempt to ex- 
cufe and juftify himfelf by faying that political 
matters and religion are entirely diflin^ and dif- 
ferent things ? therefore while he afts in the 
former and joins with thofe who are attempting 
to deftroy the caufe of the latter, he leaves the 
latter with a view to refume it, when he has an- 
fwered his political ends ; will not this make bad 
worfe ? Let the difcerning chriftian who 
watches and keeps his garments, judge. 

Tliis particular will be concluded, by a quota- 
tion from Mr. Fuller, an Englifh writer. In his 
preface to his book entitled " The gofpel its own 
witnefs," he writes as follows. « One thing 
which has contributed to the advantage of infi- 
delity is the height to which political difputes 
have arifen,* and the degree in which they have 
interefted the paffions and prejudices of man- 
kind. Thofe who favour the fentiments of a fet 
of men in one thing, will be in danger of think- 
ing favourably of them in others j at leaft they 
will not be apt to view them in fo bad a light, a$ 
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if they had been advanced by prerfong of differ- 
ent fentiments in other things^ as well as in reli- 
gion. It is true, there may be nothing more 
friendly to infidelity in the nature ot one political 
fyftem than another j neverthelefs it beccnnes 
thofe who think favourably of the political prin«- 
^ ciples of infidels to take heed left they be infenfi- 
bly drawn away to think lightly of religion. All 
the nations of the earth, and all the difputes on 
the beft or worft mode of government, com- 
pared with this, are lefs than nothing and 
vanity. 

<* To this it may be added, that the eagernefs 
with which men engage in political difputes, take 
which fide they may, is unfavourable to a zeal- 
ous adherence to the gofjpel. Any mere worldly 
object, if it becomes the principal thing which 
occupies our thoughts and afFeftions will weaken 
our attachment to religion : And if we once 
become cool and indifferent to this, we are in 
the high road to infidelity." 

This addrefs will be concluded by fuggefting 
motives to pay fpecial attention to thefe words 
of Chrift, and carefully obey them. 

1. Jefus Chrift fpeaks in thefe remarkable 
words particularly and moft exprcfsly to thofe 
who live in this day, as has been (hown. There- 
fore to difregard them now will be highly and in 
a peculiar degree criminal and dangerous.. 
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2. If you do not watch and keep your gar- 
ments, confider the awful, the infinitely dreadful 
confequence. Chrift will come upon you as a 
thief, and you (hall not know what hour he will 
come. The confequence will be your fufFering 
all evils of this day, and final and everlafting 
deftruftion. 

3. Many and great evils are faft coming, on and 
are even at the door, in which the church will 
partake, and greatly fuiFer, even to a degree at 
prefent unknown. In the time of the prevalence 
of infidelity and immorality, and all kinds of 
vice which attend it, chriftians muft fufFer many 
ways, and endure great trials and temptations to 
turn afide and fin. And many calamities and 
divine judgments will take place before the fixth 
vial is ended, as a warning and anticipation of 
the battle which is coming on, as has been ob- 
ferved. In thefe, chriftians muft fufFer in a great- 
er or lefs degree with others. And they will 
doubtlefs come fuddenly and unexpefted to all, 
who are not prepared to meet them by watching 
and keeping their garments. 

And chriftians have no warrant to conclude, 
that perfecution will not take place before the 
vial which is now running is out. And how 
foon and fuddenly it will come on, none can 
tell. There is nothing in the volume of Rcvela- 
tion.which intimates that the church (hall be no 
moreperfccuted, and that to a degree beyond 
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any thing of the kind that has yet taken place. 
And there arrfome paflages of fcripture which 
feera to foretel the contrary, fome of which will 
be here mentioned. The prophet Jeremiah 
fpeaks of the fufferings of Jacob, that is of the 
church of Chrift, as peculiarly, great in the time 
immediately previous to her deliverance and prof- 
pcrity which Chrift fliall efFe£l when he fhall 
come to reign in the millennium. [Chap. xxx. 
4 — 9. J «Alas! for that day is great, fo that 
none is like it : It is even the time of Jacoh^s trou- 
ble ; but he (hall be faved out erf it. For it fhaH 
come to pafs in that day^ faith the Lord of hoft$ 
that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and 
will burft thy bonds, and ftrangers fhall no more 
fetve th^mfelves of him. But they fhall fervc . 
the Lord their God, and David their king, whom 
I will raife up unto them." By David Chrift is 
meant. This expreflion is frequently ufed by 
the prophets to denote the reign of Chrift in the 
millennium. The fame we may underftand as 
predicted, Dan. xii. i. This is expreflcd by 
Zechariah [chap. xiv. 1,2, 3.] «< Behold, the day 
of the Lord cometh, and thy fpoil (hall be di- 
vided in the midft of thee. For I will gather all 
nations againft Jerufalem to battle, and the city 
fhall be taken, and the houfes rifled, and the 
women ravifhed, and half of the city fliall go forth 
into captivity, and the refidue of the people 
ifhall not be cut Off from the city. Then fhall 
the Lord go forth and fight againft thefe nations, 
as when he fought in the day of battle.'^ 
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Wha<:an attentively read this paffagc with 
what follows, without perceiving that in this 
iprediaion there is reference to the fame events 
which are foretold under the fixth and feventh 
vials in the Revelation ? When it is faid, << half 
of the city fliall go forth into captivity," the 
meaning probably is, that the falfe profeflbrs in 
the church,* which is meant by Jerufalem, fliall, 
in the time of perfccution, fall away and joki 
the enemy. The reft who keep their garments 
fliall be faved. 

Thcfe paflages of fcripture, and others which 
might be mentioned, feem to indicate that the 
time of thegreateft fiifferings of the church || 
yet to come, and is faft approaching, and even 
at the door. There is nothing in the prefent 
ftate or difpofition of mankind that is the leaft' 
fecurity againft this, but much to the contrary. 
What has taken place in Europe the laft centu« 

t^nd in a few years paft, and is now ptogiref- 
f* there, and even in America, is an evidence 
this. Unbelievers, of whom there are many, 
think and fay they have found out that chrifti«u 
ity has been the fource of moft of the evils .^ 
which mankind fuffer : and they cannot be hap- 
py until chriftianity and chfiftians are wholly 
fuppreffed and deftroyed. Nothing can prevent 
their attempting this, by praftifing the moft 
cruel and horrid perfecution of chriftiam that 
has ever yet been known, unlefs rcftrained from 
it by God, which there is no reafon to expe^i 
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but the contrary, from the prophecy in the Rev* 
elation, which has been confidered, and thofc 
juft now mentioned. 

This maybe neceflary as a mean to purge the 
vifible church of the many and great corruptions 
in doflrine and practice, which have been intro- 
duced and do continue ^ and to dete£^ and ex- 
clude the many falfe profeflbrs : and to purify 
and render real chriftians mote holy, and fo 
prepared for that more perfeft ftate which fhall 
commence with the millennium. It is predidled, 
and probably refpedis this very time, that " many 
(hall be purified and made white and tried." 
[Daniel xii. lo.] When Chrift fhall come in 
this way he will fit as a refiner and purifier of 
filver : and who fhall fland, when he appeareth ? 
None but thofe who watch and keep their gar- 
ments. 



» 



4. The l^ure and only way to be blefTed, ii 
watch and keep your garments. This is 
only .way. This is implied in thefe words 
Chrift, as has been obfcrved. And that it is a 
Jure way, is as certain as it is that Chrifl him- 
felf fpake thefe words. And it is implied that 
they fliall be in a peculiar manner and degree 
blefled, who in this day of great temptation and 
fufFering, are faithful to Chrift, and perfevere 
in adherence to Kim and his caufe through great 
oppofition and trials. 
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FUNERAL DISCOURSE, 



2 KINGS lU 12. 



' ■ My father^ my father^ th^ chariot 

of Ifrael ana the horfetnen thereof ! 

1. HIS pathetic exclamation was uttered by the 
prophet Eliiha^ when he faw his venerable teach- 
er and guide afcending to glory in a chariot of 
fire. The prophet Elijah lived in a very degen- 
erate age^ and was commiilioned to prophecy to 
a ftupid and obftinate generation. Yet he pcr- 
fevered with inflexible refolution and unabatin^ 
fidelity, in declaring the counfels of God, and 
warning the wicked of approaching deftruftion. 

When advanced in life, he called Elifha to an 
immediate attendance on him, and gave him the 
needful inftruftions, for the place he was deftin- 
ed to fill, as his fuccefTor in the prophetic office.* 
Their mutual expreffions of pious friendfliip 
previous to their feparation were inftructive and 
edifying.. Afk, faid the old prophet to his 
friend, " what I fliall do for thee before I be 
taken away front thee.'* *' I pray thee, faid 
Elifha, that a double portion of thy fpirit may 
reft upon me." 

* X Kiogs XIX. 19-— at. 
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What are the fricndfliips of the world when 
compared with this ?— We fee an aged Minifter 
of God about to afcend. But he could not 
leave the world until he had performed the laft 
kind oflice to his beloved pupil. A parting 
blefling too was the objefk of Eliflia's prayer. 
Their wifhes united in the mod valuable acqui* 
Ction 5—" The fpirit of Elijah reftedon EUflia/* 

Happy for him, as it opened an cxtenfive field 
of ufefulnefs and felicity on earth, happy for 
his country and generation, as he was hereby 
qualified to fucceed his mafter, as their guide, 
defence and ftay. — Happy for the old prophet as 
it occupied his lafl moments, on earth, in bene- 
fiting his moft beloved friend whom he left be- 
hind. — Happy for them both, as it ferved the 
intereft of God's holy kingdom, as it united them 
in more endearing bonds, and prepared the waf 
for^-mwtual congratulation at their re-union, in 
ihe blefled manfions occupied by the fpirits of 
the juft made perfefl. 

In the words of the text we have the expreffive 
exclamatiofi of the young prophet, at the afcent 
of his mafter. — « My father, my father, the 
chariot of Ifrael and the horfemen thereof !" 

The import of thefe exprefflong will be plain 
and fignificant to us, 'if we remember that the 
principal defence and fafety of the ancient Afiat- 
ic nations, was in their cavalry. They w^rc 
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accuftomed to fighdng either on ht)rfeback or in 
chariots^ built for war^ and armed in fuch ^ 
manner^ as to be well adapted for defence mA 
to be terrible to the enemy. Thefe in a' cam- 
j>aign country, were the principal ftrength of 
an army ; though they could not be brought to* 
zGt with equal fuccefs in the hills and moun- 
tains. Hence that faying of the fcrvants of tha 
king of Syria, after their defeat by the men of 
Ifraeh ^* Their Gods are Gods of the hills. 
Therefore they were ftronger than we. But let 
us fight againft them in the plain, and. we (h^U 
be ftronger than they !*' * 

From various fcripture texts, it appears tiaat 
God's people were direfted to place their confi- 
dence in him alone for proteflion and fafety^ 
That as a vifible evidence of this they were not 
allowed to multiply horfes and chariots, that 
when taken in war from their enemies the horfes 
fliould be dilabled from war and their chariotsv 
ihouldbeburned.f 

Trom th& whole it appears, that Ifirael was un-^ 
der the peculiar care of Jehovahj tfieii: God and' 
king J and that they were to manifeft their de- 
pendence on him by remaining deftitute of thofc 
means of defence, which were common to other' 
nations. 

* I Kings zx. 23. t Deut. xinu. 16. Joflk xi* 6— 9^ 
Fialm IX. %* Ifai. iL 7. xxxi. z. 

T 2 ^ 
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ft 18 however important 'tbjemark, that altho*^ 
this chofcn people were proteAed by God with- 
out the means adopted by other nations, it was 
not his good pleafure, ufually, to defend and 
fave them without any means. It is edifying to 
obfer^'C the wifdom and goodnefs of God in 
conftituting means for the accompliflimcnt of 
his defigns, of wifdom and love, to his people. 
Though it would be equally cafy with him to- 
effe£t: them without means. This is eminently 
illuftrated, in his providential difpenfations to 
his ancient chofcn people. The bleffings they 
enjoyed were ufually conveyed from heaven to 
them, through the inftr a mentality of able aad 
pious rulers, prophets and teachers. 

This difplays tlic intent and meaning of our 
text. Under the divine fuperintendance, Eli- 
jahhadbeentolfrael all that which horfes and 
chariots were defigned to be to other nations : 
even- their ftrength and ftay. His venerable 
age, charadler, and relation to Eliflia, as his 
guide and teacher, induced him to apply the 
honorable epithet of father. Hence, pafling all 
other applications of the paflage before us, we 
fhall attend to the following propofition, viz. 
To &0W in what refpe£ls, able and pious teadi- 
crs of religion, are the means of defence and 
iafety to the people of God. It is admitted that 
fafety is from God, as really, when brought to 
t^s through the agency of men> as when imme^ 
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diately from him; It is alfo admitted, that the 
truth. in the text applies to public men in all rela* 
tions to fociety, who are able and who faithfully 
fcrve their generation by the will of God. But 
at prefcnt we apply it only to the able and pious 
teachers of religion. 

We fliall attempt to illuftrate and confirm it by 
.. the following obfervatioos, viz* 

I. The public teachcfs of religion are quali- 
fied, and appointed by God for thk purpofe* 
Scripture hiftory abundantly confirms this ob- 
fervatbn* 

Mofes was defigned by God for a public teachi- 
er of religion. Provifion was therefore made 
for his education, in Egyptian, (as well as He- 
brew) learning. He was then carried through 
the fchool of adverfity in a ftrange land, employ- 
ed in the folitary axid contemplative life of a 
fhepherd. At length he received the divine 
commiiTion conflitutingiiim the leader and ihqp- 
herd of the flock of Ifrael. Great and difiicult 
were the duties of his office. How could he 
have difchafged them without that diftinguiflied 
fhare of grace, of gifts and learning with which 
he was endued ? Who would have guided the 
chofen tribes to the land of liberty and reft had 
there not been a Mofes .•' 

The duties of a public teacher require a found 
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underftindtngt and other mental powers suBdv^ 
mnd vigorous. A well cultivated miad axul a 
heart enlarged in the fervice of God^ find for 
the good of men. Witjiouteachof tbefe, and 
afpecially this laft, there is imall jground to hope 
that the teacher will be found to be «< die dhariot 
of Ifracl and the horfemen thereof." 

Hence we may reft m the comfortable prof-* 
pe£t>that when it pleafes God to ufe any on6 for 
this purpofe he will raife up and tjualify him v 
and that he xalls to this important fervice thofe 
only whom he hath firft qualified to perform it.. 
Such he calls to it and afTifts them in it, and ta 
fuch the promifes of the divine prefenec and af- 
fiftance are made. The manner of his conftitu- 
ting public teachers, and inducting them to their 
office has been various m the different ages of the 
church : but all terminating in tlie fame objeft. 
The perfons are marked out, either by the imme- 
diate agency of God, or by him through the 
agency of man.. But always fo as to imply the 
infportance of the before named qualifications. 

2. The inftrufkions of public teachers, who 
are qualified for their work, are def5gned and 
adapted to guide, proteft and favc their hearers^ 
Thefe iriftruflions have been various, as to form 
and circumftances, in the" difiercnt ages of the 
world J but have always been adapted to the ca- 
pacity and ilate of man, to lead, hint to the true 
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knowledge of God, of himfclf and the way to 
per£e£l; and durable felicity. 

Under the chriftian revelation they are abun- 
/dautly clear. . * 

It is the cd)je£l of the public teacher to lead 
his hearers to be wife and happy, by inftrufting 
theiijicfojiceniing the being and perfedlions of the 
one iking and^true God.r— The nature, extent 
;ind • pcrfedion of hia providential and moral 
govemmenL-T-The nature, relations, and prof- 
pe^s of man as an accountable being. — The exr 
tent and perfeftionof the moral law, and the fm 
and ruin of man as a tranfgreffor. — Utterly de- 
praved^ and juftly condemned and in a hopelefs 
ftate, without the intervention of fovereign 
grace* — -And the wonderful method of grace for 
man, exhibited in the mediatorial fyftem, through 
which there is complete falvation for the moft 
guilty of our race who fly for refuge, to the 
hope fet before them in the gofpel. — By an ex- 
hibition of thefe and other conne£led truths, the 
public teacher leads his hearers to the light of 
life ; and if they receive the truth in the love of 
at, they will not fail of obtaining in the final if- 
fue, complete deliverance from the ruins of the 
apoftacy and an inheritance among all thofe who 
are fanftified through faith in Chrift Jefus. 

3. The example, of good public teacheris, is 
excellently adapted to enforce their inftruftions, 
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fo IS to pMotcGtf gttidej and fave their heaxees*. 
Notwithftanding the imperfedions of the preC* 
cnt ftate, good public teachera do in a meafure 
exemplify dieir inftrufkions, by their pious con- 
verfation. This, abbve mod othet things, is 
adapted to influence their hearers, by fixinj^ a 
ftrong conviflion on their minds of the truth and 
importance oS their inftru£l;ions ; the guihy and 
miferable ftate of man, as a (inner, the great 
and awful danger of final ruin, the necefSty of 
gofpel grace, the prccioufnefs of Chrift, the 
excellency of chriftianity, and the worth of an 
intereft in the divine favor. The influence of exi 
ample is well known to be great. That of fti- 
periors has' peculiar advantage ; in which rela* 
tion, public inftru£lors arc generally viewed by . 
moft of their hearers. 

If tli^y are pofiefled of a candid and ingcnuoad^ 
mind, in matters of religion, they cannot fail of 
profiting by the combined influence of good ia^ 
ftruf^ion and pious example. 

Man is expofed to many evils from the cor- 
ruptions of his own heart, from the temptations 
of die world, and efpecialiy from evil men, and 
from the great adverfary of good, " who goeth 
about like a roaring lion feeking whom he maf 
devour."* 



• i Peter v. 8^ 
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TTic inftruflions of wifdom anfl the example 
dE good men united, are e^ccellcntly adapted to" 
guide him in his^ way, to proteft him from all 
thefe enemies and bring him to final peace and 
fafety. 

The bible hiftory of ancient Ifrael is eminently 
adapted toillt^ftrafe and confirm the truth we 
are confidef ing. While Mofes and Jofhua livedo 
and while the Elders remained who over-lived 
Joihua, the people obeyed the commandments 
of the Lord j but when thefe were removed^ 
Acy turned to idolatry. The fame truth is efc 
tabUfhcd by the hiftory of the good leaders and 
the evil ones in Judah down to the Babylonifli. 
. captivity. When they had gobd kings and 
priefts, they kept the divine commands ; but ad 
fooner were thefe removed and fucceeded by evil 
ones, than the people departed from the Lord. 

The hiftory of good Jehoiada deferves our at- 
tention. He was an able and feithful inftrudlor, 
and hi% example confirmed the truth of what he 
taught. In confequence of this, the kingdom 
Was reftored from the very corrupt ftate, into 
which it had fallen under the ufurpation of the 
wicked Athaliah, and the people followed the. 
Lord all the days of Jehoiada, and he was ex- 
ceedingly venerable in their eyes. The infpired 
writer of the hiftory informs us, that, « Jehoiada 
wased old and was full of days when he died^ 
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aa hundred and thirty years old was he when 
he died. : And they buried him in the city of' 
David, amoi:\g the kings, becaufe he had done 
good in Ifraeli both towards God, and toward 
his houfe."* 

4. The influence of public teachiers in pre- 
paring others to fucceed them, when they fliall be 
removed, is highly beneficial to the church dE 
Cod. It is ttfually one part of the labor of emi- 
nent teachers in religion to form the minds of 
youthful ftudents, to fill important places hereaf- 
ter. By this, divine knowledge is prefcrved iri 
the world, and able and well qualified public 
teachers are provided for the church ; and thus, 
from generation to generation, there is a happy 
fupply to repair the wafte of time and death. 

Thus was the prophet Elijah employed in his 
day, and Eliflia after him, in training up «* the 
fons of the prophets," for important fervice, in 
their day, and to tranfmit to the childiren of fu- 
ture times, the knowledge of divine truth. 

Thus alfo are eminent teachers employed in 
this and former ages. Some propagate divine 
knowledge by oral inftru£tions, and fome by 
fheir writings, and fome by both, efpccially 
fince the art of printing has been known. By 
each of thefe, the ufefulnefs of able and pious 

* % Chronicles zzlv. 15, z6. 
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pubHc teachers is much advanced. How vaft is 
the benefit even to us, of this very diftant age, 
from the writings of Mofes and the prophets 
and other facrcd penmen of the old teftament 
and the new ! and Jiow great will be the debt of 
future ages to the end of time! Yea, may we 
not expca that the bleflcd in h'eSven will be wifcr, 
better, and more happy forever, not only from 
their knowledge of the fcriptures, obtained in 
this life, but alfo from their advance ev^ there, 
in happifying difcoveries in the deep myfteries 
wrapped up in thefe. divine books ! May not 
the pleafing refleftion extend, (with the limita- 
tion due to the bed publications of uninfpired - 
man) to the many excellent books on divine fub- 
jc£ts, which have been publiflied in this and the 
preceding ages ? What an accumulation of 
benefits to the church of God, advancing in an 
ever increafing proportion, from this fource j 
and how abundant the evidence that able and 
pious public teachers, are *« the chariot of Ifrael, 
and the horfemen thereof !" 

.5. Able and pious public teachers are the de- 
fence and fafety of the church by their prayers* 
Though it is equally eafy with God to grant 
bleffings to his people, witliout the application of ' 
tJus or any other mean ; yet it hath feemed good 
to unerring wifdoni to eftablifh this connexion, 
and fix the plan of beftowment in anfwer to 
prayer. Notwithftahding the fupplitations of 
the mod pious can make no change in the couu- 
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fcls of Godf they may prepare the fvibje£fc fot 
the reception of the good fought, and anfwef 
other purpofcs of fixing this connexion, which in 
the divine mind are amply fufficient. 

That fueh a connexion is fixed in the revealed 
will of God, between the prayers df his people 
and the beftowment of the needed bleffings, is 
evident from the hiilory of tlie prayers of Abelj 
Noah, Abraham, Mofes, Jofliua, Samuel, the 
■pious kings of Judah, the prophets of the old 
tcftament and the apoftles of the new. Men of 
this defcription are reprefented by God asthofe 
who " make up the hedge and ftand in the gap 
before him for the land, that he fhould not def- 
troy it."* Such in theit day were Abrahani,f 
Mofes, J and Aaron,§ and Phineas, and fuch, in 
all ages, are the able and pious leaders of the 
church of God. What chriftian therefore can 
hefitate to believe that the effeiStual fervenf 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.|| S<f 
manifeft is the truth that able and pious public 
teachers are the defence, protedlion, and fafety 
of the church, or, they are "the chariot of Ifrael 
and the horfemfen thereof." 

IMPROVfiMt:NT. 

I . Able and pious leaders in the church of 

Chrift are a great blefSng. Thefe take a pface 

^nd fill a relation in the chriftian church, in many 

refpetas, fimilatto that of Elijah, Jehoiada, and 

* Kzek. xxii. .^«. f Gen. xvili. ^3, 3»- ♦ Num. xlv. ii-^zd, 
svi. 44. § Chap. xxT. 6, 13. t Jamci T. 16. 
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Other pious leaders under the ancient difpenfa* 
tion. 

Their miniflrations ought to be thankfully re- 
ceived and wifely improved. The wifdom and 
goodnefs of divine inftitutions, obvious indeed 
in other cafes, are eminently confpicuous in this. 
The great things, which God efFe£ls through the 
inftrumentality of thefc earthen veffels, abun- 
dantly <« prove the excellency of the power to be 
of God and not of man," and in various refpeft^ 
this method of divine operation is adapted to 
the charafter of God and the condition of man. 
How deeply doth it concern thofe who are em- 
ployed in the chriftian miniftry, to magnify their 
office, by difcharging its duties to the beft of 
their ability : and to fee that the miniftry be not 
blamed through any faidt on their part. 

Animating is the thought of imitating though 
at a humble diftance the piety, the wifdom, the 
philanthropy of Elijah, of Jehoiada and other 
venerable and ufeful charaftcrs under the an- 
cient difpeiffation and the new. The hope of 
uniting (in tlae bleffed exercifes and enjoyments 
of futurity) with the long lift of faithful fervants 
in the houfe of God, muft exceedingly animate 
us, in the profpe£b of that world, and render 
the labours and forrows of the prefent ftate, 
light and momentary. 

2. The aged and wife in the chriftian minif- 
try fliould do their utmoft for the mftrudion and 
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improvement of their younger brethren indmne 
knowledge, and to encourage them to diligence 
and fidelity in their work ; and the younger 
fiiould improve the feafon of benefiting by their 
inftru£lions, before they are removed. 

Agreeable to the language in our context, the 
aged (hould fay to the young, <« aft: what wc 
fliall do for you before we be taken away from 
you." And the young fliould reply wc " pray 
that a double portion of your fpirit may reft on 
us " « This is truly friendfhip in death'* — ^how 
amiable ! how congenial to the foft and tender 
emotions of chriftian love, in the near profpeft 
of feparation ! Great are the benefits to be de- 
rived to the church of God by fuch friendly in- 
tercourfe between the aged in the chriftian min- 
iftry and the young. By this, the treafure of 
theological knowledge, therefultof manyftudi- 
ous years, and of the cxpei'ience of a long life, 
may be, in a happy degree, tranfmitted from 
age to youth, and the fund of religious knowl- 
edge and experience may be conftantly accumu- 
lating •, and the wife and good wilMive in their 
fucccflbrs. 

3, "When the aged and venerable in the chrif- 
tinn miniftry, are removed from our world, fuc- 
ceflbrs are called to take up the lamentation in our 
text. 

Such are <« the men who make up the hedge 
and ftand in the gap." — ^Their removal indicates 
the divine difpleafure. They are <*en taken 
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from the evil to come. Thus it was in the cafe 
of the good king Jofiah, and in many others. 
When men eminently ufeful in the church on 
earth, are removed from our world, the means 
of our protection and fafety are thus far removed ; 
and we are eminently expofed to be the prey to 
our enemies. This is no lefs true in regard to 
the interefts of the church of God, than to thofe 
of fociety In the prefent vrorld. God prcfides 
over both and protedls them, but he doth it by 
the inftrumentality of thofe excellent men wh o 
iland in the gap. Under fuch divine rebukes, 
therefore, furvivors fhould be deeply humbled ; 
for however it may be in mercy to the departed, 
it is an expreffion of divine difpleafure to them 
for theit fins. They fliould, therefore, accept 
the punifliment of tihem, and acknowledge the 
Tighteoufnefs of God, in tlieir afflidtion. They 
Ihould learn by it, the great evil of fin, as being 
againft God, difplayed in the extcnfivc reign of 
death and all other evils. They (hould be deeply 
humbled under the tokens of divine difpleafure 
— they fhould " be ftill and know that he is 
God." 

They fliould learn the vanity of the world, the 
dying nature of eardily good, and the uncei*- 
tainty of the deareft enjoyments below the fkies. 
Above all, they fliould learn their entire depend- 
ence on God, and turn off their expeftatious 
from creatures, and place them on him, caft 
themfelves and all their concerns on his grace, 
V 2 ^ , 
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<< and be careful for nothing, but in every thing, 
by prayer and fuppUcation with thankfgiving, let 
their requefts be nnde known." 

JThey fliould not, however, in mourning for 
the venerable dead « forrow as thofe Vho have 
no hope," for as Jefus died and rofe again, even 
fo, thofe who fleep in Jefus will God bring with 
him." This " wipes^ the reproach of faints away 
and clears the honor of his word." By this it 
. appears that << he is not afhamed to be called their 
God, for he hath prepared for them a city,** 
even << an houfe not made with hands eternal in 
the heavens." 

Let us hail the fpirits of the juft made perfefl: ! 
The refurredion morning and the complete and 
unfading glories of immortality ! BleiTed ftate 
where £n and forrow, pain and death, never 
come. Where all tears are wiped away. Where 
our departed chriftian friends, and the long lift 
of our venerable and pious anceftors, *< have en- 
tered into peace are refting in their beds, each 
one walking in his uprightnefs."* 

Will not the hope of a reunion with them in 
the world of fpirits, diflipate the dark and melan- 
choly gloom which hangs round their grave, and 
dry th« falling tear — rather teach us to be, <^ as 
forrowful yet always rejoicing." Holy joy, fweet 
peace and ^verlafting confolation, mingle in the 
forrows of parting chriftian friends. 
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*| The chamber where the good man meets^his fate, 
Ig privileged above the common walk 
" Of virtuous life ; quite in the verge of hetvii.** 

4. Surviving leaders in the church of God 
Ihould take up the falling mantle of the venera- 
ble dead, and fay " where is the Lord God of 
Eiijah ?" They fhould imitate their fpirit, their 
zeal and their adiive fidelity. 

The refpeftful debt of chriftlan' friendfhip, 
in the funeral folemnities, being paid, they recoi- 
led that to do the higheft honor to their depart-* 
cd friends they muft emulate their virtues, and 
« follow them wherein they followed Chrift.'' 
That the removal of men, eminent in the church 
of God>* leaves a gap in the walls of the city 
which muft be guarded by others. A vacant 
place in the field of labor which muft be fuppU- 
ed by frefh hands, or by the more adiive and 
unremitted exertions of furvivors, or by both. 
Survivors muft be « baptized for the dead." 
They muft advance to fill the ranks left vacant by 
the fall of thofe before thenu In fuch a cafe, 
how powerful the motives to chriftian minifters, 
for unceafing labors in the caufe of truth, and 
for united fupplications to «^ the Lord of tlie 
harveft that he would fend forth laborers into his 
harveft." « By whom Lord fhall Jacob rife for 
he is fmall.** 

5. We are called to a particular application of 
the fubjedl to the prefcnt folemnity. In celebra- 
ting the funeral of this venerable minifter of 
Chrift, we are conftrained to repea#the language 
iaour text ; << Our father^ our fsither^ the char- 
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iot of Ifrael ftnd &e horfemea tJieveof/' In how 
many refpedls he was fo, is.moft fully known by 
thofe whofe intercourfe with him was longed and 
moft intimate. Furniflied, by the Father of 
lights, with mental powers eminently adapted 
for critical and patient inveftigation, and early 
devoted to literary purfuits, he paffed the ufuat 
courfe of academic ftudies, and graduated at 
Yale College in New^aven in the year 1741, 
jufl as a molt uncommon and extenfive attention 
' to religion was beginning to appear in New- 
England and elfewhere. Having hopefully be- 
come a fubjeft of the faving grace of God, 
he refolved to confecrate his life and talents to 
the fcrvice of God in <hc gofpel of his Sonr 
He wifelychofe the eminent Mr. Edwards, then 
of Northampton for his direfkor in his theologi- 
cal ftudies. 

Having finiihcd the courfe of his preparitory 
ftudy, he was regularly recommended to preach 
the, gofpel, and' in diie time was indudled into the 
paftoral office. 

His field of minifterial labors hag been at 
Great Harrington in Maffachufetts, and at New- 
port in Rhode Ifland : to this laft his ftated la- 
bors have been direfted ever fince the year 1 770, 
a few years excepted, when the congregation was 
difperfed by the events of the revolutionary war^ 
Moft of thofe who were a£live in his fettlement 
here, have gone before him to the world of fpir- 
«ts, the few^rwho remain are waiting the fum- 
Bions, Though in^ days were prolonged beyond 
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the common lot, we cannot witnefs the removal 
of fo mudi wifdom, piety and ufefulnefs from 
the church but with the deepeft fenfibility. 

Thofe who beft knew him and are moft abfe 
to judge of minifterial eminence, will agree that 
he was, even beyond moft evangelical minifters> 
the chariot of Ifrael and the horfemen thereof, 
in all thofe refpefts, which have been already no- 
ticed. For thi? important work he was emi- 
nently qualified by natural endowments, ac- 
quired knowledge, and divine grace. 

His inftruftlons as a chriftian teacher were 
plain, clear, impreilive and entertaining to the 
attentive hearer, conveying the moft eflential 
and prafbical knowledge. His example confir- 
med to his hearers the truths and duties which 
he taught. He was eminently ufeful to young, 
mimfters and to thofe preparing for the chriftian 
miniftry, by verbal inftruftions, and by various 
publications on theological fubjefts. All his 
printed works may be read with profit, and cfpe- 
cially the fyftem of divinity in two volumes> 
which he publiflied in the latter part of his life. 

We add, that he was the defence and fafety 
to the church by his prayers j in which we have 
abundant reafon to believe he was devout, ar- 
dent and pcrfevering to the laft. In thefe ref- 
pe£ls and others not mentioned he was a pillar in 
the church below, a man to make up the hedge 
and ftand in the gap. 

While we drop the filial tear in committing 
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his venerable duft to the houfe of filence, as a 
common lofs to the church on earth, ftill more 
oppreflive forrow muft pierce the hearts of his- 
family connexions and the people of his charge. 

Yet while the bereaved widow dwells on the 
fources of grief, flie ought not to forget the 
fprings of confolation. She is well affured that 
this event is the work of infinite pcrfeftion. 
She doubts not but «^e -removal of her be(t 
friend on earth, is an important acceiSon to tlic 
general aflcmbly and church of thp firft born^ 
who are written in heaven, to the fpirits of juft 
pien made perfeft. She firmly believes that 
hereby God is glorified, the Redeemer exalted> 
and his kingdom benefited. That this event is 
well adapted to wean her affcfti©ns from earth- 
to fmooth her own pafTage through the dark val- 
ley, and animate her in the profpecl of joining 
tliat bleficd and holy fociety, where fo many of 
her chriftian friends are gathered together and 
are waiting her arrival. Thankful for all the 
good fhe has enjoyed on earth, in the company 
of tlie faints, and for the opportunity given her, 
by the near connexion between them, to minifter 
to the comfort and promote the ufefulnefs of 
that fervant of the Lord. Keeping in mind, that 
though chriftian friends and minifters die, Jefus 
Chrift lives and is the fame, yefterday , to day and 
forever : fhe will caft all her cares and fonrows 
on him and follow him as the (hepherd and bifli- 
op of het foul, and realize his moft gracious pro- 
mife that he wili never leave her nor forfake hen 
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May tiic iufviving children of this venerable 
father fo wifely im'prove his removal, that they 
may be fecure in the pirotcilion and favor of 
that father in heaven, who will guide them by 
counfel and afterward receive them ta glory, 
and leave to their children, when they die, the 
blefled hope concerning them, which they enter- 
tain refpe^ing their father. 

The members of this church and congregation, 
will notice the work of the Lord and confidcr 
the operation of his handb Separation by death 
between a minifter and his people, is an event 
weighty and important. His province is to watch 
for fouls as they who mttft give account ; theirs to 
take heed how they hear and to hear fo that 
their fouls may live. In the review of many 
paft years under the mxniftry of their late Paf- 
tor, this people will enquire how they have 
heard, what religious improvement they have 
made and how they are prepared to meet him, 
and what is infinitely more folemn, to meet their 
judge, and render their account for tlie ufe of 
their religious privileges and for all things done 
in the body. 

May they fo remember his words as to pra£tife 
the holy religion he taught them, and teach t 
fame diligently to their children, and after i*_ 
the calamities fuiFered by this fociety and this 
town, in thofe years which have pafTed over our 
heads, may the good fhepherd take them by the 
hand and lead them in the right way. And 
though the Lord hath given them the bread o^ 
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advcrfity and the water of affliclion, yet mey 
Mot theix tciachcrs be removed into a corner any 
morej but may their eyes fee their teachers, 
and .n^y their cars **heara voice behind them 
faying this is the way walk ye in it, when they 
jurn to the right hand and \mma they turn to the 
lefc,"*,- 
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CONCLySION. 

The folemnities ^f -this iday addre/s to all of 
as prefent the folemn warning voice. Be ye ai/a 
teady. No one has more caufe to' apply it than 
the ipeaker* An intimate acquaintance, of 
more than forty years, has fumifhed to him much 
advantage for divine inftruiiion from tfiis venera* 
ble fatl^er in our Ifrael. 

Advance in life and attending infirmities ad- 
monifh him, and his companions in years, that 
lihey muft fliortly put off thefe tabernacle?. 
May they be ready for their departure, by la- 
boring with diligence and fidelity in the fervice 
of God, and (landing with their loins girt and 
their lamps trimmed and burning. And may 
this affembly always have thefe things in remem- 
brance, after the departure of their minifters, in 
>as much as we have not followed cunningly de* 
yifed fables,1[n making known to them the pow* . 
^er and coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

* likiah XXX. ao, zi/ ^ • : 
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